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NIPPY IN NIPPI
It was late November 1967 and 

Chu Lai was monsooning. Up pops 
an opportunity- I get the nod to take 
a bird to PAR, Progressive Aircraft 
Rework or sometimes called Paint 
and Return, at the NIPPI depot at 
NAS Atsugi, Japan. I was told to be 
ready to go anytime, but I needed a 
wingman – the issue being that no 
VLQJOH�$���ÀLJKWV�ZHUH�DOORZHG�&KX�
Lai to NAS Cubi, P.I. From Cubi 
to NAS Naha, Okinawa, and on to 
NAS Atsugi was no sweat: go by 
yourself! My WestPac experience at 
that point was just Chu Lai! The bird 
was due for mandatory induction 9 
December. No potential wingman 
going east came up until 12 days 
later on 8 December, when I was 
told to launch and RDZ with Basket-
ball for the section go – hold it Ops 
O, Basketball was a C-130! “Right 
RQ�/W�±�QRZ�JHW�RXW�WKHUH�DQG�¿QG�
him!” Hours later, as soon as I was 
locked on Cubi’s TACAN – adios 
Basketball! 

A late afternoon arrival dictated 
an RON. Too many Cubi specials at 
the BOQ bar resulted in me still in 
my zoom bag in the BOQ the next 
morning, and I had to be in Atsugi 
WKDW�QLJKW��$W�WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH��,�QRWHG�
that my jet was missing. I suggested 
to the line shack that I would like to 
have it back. They shrugged and said 
that they thought it was for Shoe 
Horn induction (adding ECM gear). 
Not good! They had not opened any 
panels yet, but the aircraft was in the 
barn. A little encouragement (yell-
LQJ��DQG�TXLFN�¿OLQJ��DQG�,�ZDV�RQ�
my way to NAS Naha.

Oxygen, oxygen! I don’t care 
what they say, it helps! Nice view 

RI�WKH�3�,��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��DQG�
after Miyakejima, I was inbound to 
Okinawa. Eventually, there was a 
huge island to my right/front and an 
even bigger land mass on my left/
front (can you say 40-degree lock 
off?). I was heading to China! After 
a fast correction to the east, I was 
back on track. Piece of cake – wait, 
no radio?? Getting into Naha was 
fun. I could see it for miles, but had 
no comm! Finally, as I closed on the 
destination, the old ARC-27 came 
to life. After landing, I got gas and a 
new radio. 

It was now 1500ish, and I was 
heading to NAS Atsugi. Somebody 
should have been saying, “Not at 
night, Lt.” Unfortunately, I wasn’t 
fully briefed on the nuances of 1J1 
ÀLJKWV��,W�JRW�GDUN�IDVW��DQG�,�ZDV�
noticing lots of lights to the west 
ZKLFK�¿W�WKH�SUR¿OH�¿QH��:KDW�
I wasn’t noticing was the 110kt 
crosswind – hello Alaska! When the 
lights got more numerous, but a lot 
smaller, I put Tokyo on the nose and 
started talking. The Mt Fugi moun-
tain wave rolled me inverted during 
my decent to a PAR approach on the 
only frequency I could receive. The 
temperature was about 95 degrees 
when I left Cubi, but in Atsugi it 
was 20 something degrees and 
blowing snow! I made the due date 
for inducting the aircraft into PAR, 
then spent the next 8 days work-
ing my way back to Chu Lai. After 
the Sano Hotel in Tokyo, Iwakuni, 
Okinawa, Cubi again and then Da 
Nang, I walked into the VMA-121 
ready room trailer and asked about 
my next hop. At that point, the Ops 
O made a big deal out of the fact 
that he had my oxygen mask from 

the bird I left in Atsugi! You can’t 
remember everything when you are 
focused on getting out of the snow 
and going on liberty! God protects 
small kids and Marine 1stLts! BZ 
DS!!

GEEKS AT WORK
2015 has been a milestone year 

for the Skyhawk website. It doesn’t 
look any different now than it did at 
the beginning of the year, but behind 
the scenes a massive effort has been 
happening.

The original coding technique, 
using hammers and chisels I expect, 
served its purpose well, but we are 
accelerating past the crayon era to 
a new type of format to handle the 
web site images and text. Content 
Management Software (CMS, pay 
attention, the test is in the mail!) is 
something like Microsoft Word in 
that it allows us to present images 
and text in different formats and 
also allows others to participate in 
the creation or addition of presenta-
tions. CMS goes way beyond the 
capabilities of Microsoft Word in 
allowing us to create web sites with 
large amounts of data to maintain 
and present. Our webmaster, Gene 
“Blade” Atwell is the impetus for 
moving our web site onto a CMS 
SODWIRUP��DQG�KLV�WUHQFK�¿JKWHUV�
led by Dave “Twidget” Weber are 
fully engaged. His CMS platform of 
choice is called 
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��	���	���	� continued. from page 2..

“Drupal” which began running our 
website as of Dec 2015 (another test 
question).

Just so we can brag, Blade is 
preparing to move the website to a 
new version of Drupal that will al-
low additional and improved options 
for site presentation, AND will allow 
non-tech types (that is the rest of 
the staff!) to participate in adding to 
and editing the site. Twidget has just 
¿QLVKHG�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�HIIRUW�VR�RXU�
website is fully “Drupalized” and 
ready for further upgrades.

Will the user see any differences 
after future upgrades? Yes, here and 
there. BUT, the real difference will 
be behind the scenes, as we will 
KDYH�PXFK�PRUH�ÀH[LELOLW\�IRU�VLWH�
improvements. This puts the future 
of the site in a very good position 
and opens up options for further use 
of technology by the Association. 
Great job guys and remember, you 
KHDUG�LW�KHUH�¿UVW�

Furthermore, we have a fantastic 
group of researchers and computer 
whizzes who are constantly look-
ing at ways to improve our website 
content. Gary Verver has been busy 
VWXI¿QJ�QHZ�$���SKRWRV�LQWR�WKH�ZHE�
site and documenting many existing 
pictures of the A-4 with all the nec-
essary details. He and John “Gabby” 
Gabbard also maintain a spreadsheet 
that contains the status of every A-4 
bureau number built! It’s a work in 
progress, and we need your help re-
garding some of the “unknowns” in 
the database. Over 1500 A-4s have 
been lost over the years, and we are 
missing data on about 600 of those. 
Yes, we talk to the Safety Center and 
request AARs, etc. However, though 
we use every resource available, 

ZH�VWLOO�KDYH�KROHV�LQ�WKH�GDWD��/LVWHG�EHORZ�DUH�¿YH�1DY\�DQG�¿YH�0DULQH�
accidents for which we cannot identify the pilot, for whatever reason. The 
Marine accidents were in Vietnam, but though we have access to the squad-
ron, group and wing on-line command chronologies, we have no names! 
Hopefully this list will tweak some synapse’s in the steel trap minds of our 
aging student body – help us out if you can:

VA-43, A-4A, 139961, 28 Sept ’60, Oceana; pilot/circumstance unknown.

VA-22, A-4B, 144896, 9 Jan ’61, USS Midway; pilot/circumstances unknown.

VA-66, A-4C, 149534, 25 May ’66, Oceana; pilot/circumstances unknown.

VA-164, A-4B, 142123, 14 Mar ’63, Lemoore; pilot/circumstances unknown.

VA-112. A-4C, 148567, 12 Aug ’66, Lemoore; pilot/circumstances unknown.

VMA-211, A-4E, 151998, 27 Jan ’66, Chu Lai: unknown pilot OK- JATO bottle failure.

VMA-224, A-4E, 150034, 27 Jan ’66, Chu Lai; unknown pilot OK- landing accident.

VMA-214, A-4C, 148535, 12 May ’66, Chu Lai; unknown pilot OK- landing accident.

VMA-211, A-4E, 151029, 26 Dec ’67, Chu Lai: unknown pilot OK- hydraulics failed.

VMA-311, A-4E, 151198, 6 May ’68, Chu Lai; unknown pilot OK- mid-air with 145096.

This will be a routine section of the journal from now on as 
we increase our efforts to identify missing info. Please email us at 
sa-a4-research@darw.it if you can provide any details.

NOTAMS, R&I
For you data nuts, “Naval Aviation 1910-2010” is on the Naval History 

and Heritage Command web page (http://www.history.navy.mil/). Select 
Research, then Publications, and then Recent Publications. Once there, Vols 
I & II can be viewed and/or downloaded.

The Skyhawk Association Winter Board Meeting will be held 31 Mar 
– 3 April 2016 at the Holiday Inn San Antonio Downtown-Market Square. 
Other than the board meeting Saturday, 2 April AM, we are planning on 
some side trips and at least two dinners. Rooms can be reserved by calling 
888-615-0725 and using reservation code SKY. Join us!

Planning on going to Tailhook September 8-10, 2016, at the Nugget in 
Reno? Get your reservation early: the toll free number is (800) 648-1177, 
and the main reservation code is GTAIL16. 

6(03(5�), AND HAPPY NEW YEAR, 
Jigger
zerocep@ec.rr.com

F-4 seen towing a banner!

���	���
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 Skyhawk Association Mid-Year Board Meeting, March 31 – April 3, 2016, Holiday Inn San Antonio  
(Downtown Market Square). Watch website for more details, or email Bill Egen at zerocep@ec.rr.com. 

 MCAA Symposium and Reunion, May 16-20, New Bern, NC.
 Skyhawk Association 2016 Annual Meeting and Luncheon at Tailhook: 12:00 noon, September 08, 2016,  

Nugget Hotel. 
 Tailhook Association Reunion & Marine Aviation Summit 2016, Nugget Hotel, Sparks, NV, September 08-10, 2016.  

Contact the editor at sa-journal-editor@darw.it and list your reunion or event with Skyhawk Association.

 
 

  
 
    Skyhawk Association YouTube Channel 
    hƩps://www.youtube.com/user/A4SkyhawkAssocŝĂƟŽŶ  
 
     AssociaƟoŶ Website Video Page  ŚƩp://a4skyhawk.org/cŽŶƚĞŶt/associaƟoŶ-videos  

 
 

Welcome to the Winter 2015 digi-
tal issue of 7KH�$��(YHU, the Journal 
of the Skyhawk Association. This is 
our fourth annual digital issue, and 
you will notice a different approach 
this time. 

This issue (Vol 21-4) is a retro-
spective of some of the best of 7KH�
$��(YHU stories that we’ve pub-
lished since the new Journal format 
was adopted in summer 2004. You 
may remember some of them from 
their original publication, but due to 

sa-journal-editor@darw.it
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By Bob “Raven” Hickerson

natural turnover in members, we’re 
certain that a great many of our read-
ers haven’t seen these stories which 
were published in the early years.

Because these are being reprinted 
in digital format (which provides un-
limited space), we’re able to provide 
more and larger photographs, and in 
some cases updated information on 
the story subject or author.

We had fun reviewing 40 past 
issues of the Journal to select these 
stories, so we hope that you’ll en-

joy the issue as well. Don’t worry 
that we’re leading up to abandoning 
print publications. We’ll continue to 
provide three issues each year in print 
format, so watch for the spring 2016 
issue which will arrive sometime in 
March.

Finally, we can never get too 
many stories for our Journal. Ev-
HU\RQH�ZKR�ÀHZ�RU�¿[HG�WKH�$���
has got at least one good story to 
tell. Make a resolution for 2016 to 
sit down and write that story! Don’t 
worry about format, grammar or 
VSHOOLQJ��:H�FDQ�¿[�DOO�WKDW��DQG�
you’ll be pleased when you see your 
story in print. If you have any ques-
tions (or a story ready to go), contact 
me at sa-journal-editor@darw.it .
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7KLV�VWRU\�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�6N\KDZN�1HZV���
6SULQJ�6XPPHU������HGLWLRQ

%\�0HUHGLWK�³3DW´�3DWULFN

³7KH�0LVVLRQ��,QWHUGLFW�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�VXSSOLHV�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�19$�
LQYDVLRQ�RI�WKH�6RXWK�E\�PLQLQJ�D�FDQDO�DQG�URDGZD\�FRPELQDWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�1RUWK�9LHW�1DP�DW��������¶�1RUWK����������¶�(DVW�´

Feet Dry. Here They Come!

The air wing. My squadron, VA-23, was as-
signed to Carrier Air Wing 19 (CVW-19) from USS 7L�
FRQGHURJD (CVA-14) in the Tonkin Gulf, about 40 miles 
off the central coast of North Viet Nam. The air wing had 
WZR�¿JKWHU�VTXDGURQV�DQG�WKUHH�OLJKW�DWWDFN�VTXDGURQV��
((G��QRWH��9)�������9)�����DQG�9$�����9$�O����9$����) 
A detachment of four RF-8E reconnaissance aircraft, four 
KA-3 refueling tankers, four AD-5Q electronic support 
aircraft, and four WF-2 airborne early-warning aircraft. 
We also had a detachment of four rescue helicopters. 

Strike composition. This event was sched-
uled as a “Mini-Alpha” strike with six A-4 bombers, two 
from each of the three Skyhawk squadrons aboard 7LFRQ�
GHURJD. The four from VA-23 and VA-l92 were A-4Fs, 
and the two from VA-195 were A-4 “super Charlies.” The 
super Charlie was a stock A-4C with a more powerful 
engine that gave it almost as much thrust to weight ratio 
as the A-4F. The Charlies lacked our more sophisticated 
ECM suite, had two fewer weapons stations, and were not 

wired for the CP741 computer or SHRIKE capability. 
Each of the A-4Fs carried nine DST-36 “DESTRUC-

TOR” mines, and the A-4Cs had seven. The DST-36 was 
a Mk 82 bomb with a magnetic mine sensor in the nose 
fuse well. The sensor was connected to an electronic tail 
IXVH�WKDW�ZDV�¿UHG�ZKHQ�WKH�VHQVRU�GHWHFWHG�DQ\�PHWDO�
object passing within about 150 feet. 

We also had two A-4F “Iron Hand” aircraft, each 
loaded with two SHRIKE anti-radar missiles and four 
CBU-24 cluster bomb units. “Iron Hand” was the term 
XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�DQWL�UDGLDWLRQ�PLVVLOH�¿ULQJ�DLUFUDIW�
that killed or suppressed enemy radar guidance vans for 
surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) and anti-aircraft artillery 
(AAA) units. Iron Hand did not accompany us on this 
strike. They provided geographic coverage for our strike 
and another strike scheduled into our target area. 

$OO�PDMRU�DOSKD�VWULNHV�KDG�GHGLFDWHG�,URQ�+DQG��ÀDN�
VXSSUHVVRUV��DQG�¿JKWHU�FRYHU��:H�ODFNHG�VXI¿FLHQW�DV-
sets, however, to provide dedicated coverage for mini-
alphas, interdiction, and armed reconnaissance strikes. 

FRQWLQXHG���
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The Mission. ,QWHUGLFW�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�VXSSOLHV�VXSSRUW-
ing the NVA invasion of the South by mining a canal and 
roadway combination in the central part of North Viet Nam at 
18°, 56’ North, 105°, 18’ East.

Brief and launch. We briefed at 0430 by complet-
ing the full strike leader check list that had been developed by 
CVW -16 and improved upon by CVW -19. (It is essentially 
the same check list taught today in the strike leader course at 
1$6�)DOORQ��1HYDGD���,�ZDV�WR�À\�ZLQJ�RQ� 
the CO, CDR Charlie Bush. We manned up at 0530 and 
launched at 0600. Due to a mix-up in the spot for the launch, 
I ended up in the CO’s aircraft, and he in mine. Consequently, 
I inherited the only APR-25 radar warning receiver. It was 
VWLOO�SLWFK�EODFN�IRU�WKH�ODXQFK��EXW�¿UVW�OLJKW�DSSHDUHG�GXULQJ�
rendezvous at l8,000 feet. 

aircraft were “Dragon” l and 2. Skipper Bush and I were “Law Case” 1 
and 2. (In almost all reports and histories I have read, VA-23’s call sign 
is recorded as “Lock Ace.”) We spread out in our standard combat V 
formation with the sections of two aircraft 800 feet apart and stepped 
up or down in altitude by 400 feet. This was all based on the lethal ra-
dius of the SA-2 warhead, which was estimated at about 200 feet. The 
plan was to not lose more than one aircraft per warhead. The formation 
was also right for good lookout doctrine (to cover everyone’s vulner-
able 6 o’clock) and for separation to safely maneuver against a MiG 
attack. 

7KH�¿UVW�ZDUQLQJV��$SSURDFKLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�SUREDEOH�6$0�
ring, Chippy One turned out his lights, pushed the throttle to 100% 
then backed off 2% to give his wingman enough advantage to maintain 
his position. Because of higher engine thrust, even with our two extra 
bombs, the A-4Fs had plenty of throttle left to keep up and maneuver. 

SA-2 warhead explosion. This is a fully 
developed SA-2 warhead explosion. The very recog-
nizable international orange color comes from the red 
fuming nitric acid in the warhead and sustainer engine 
fuel. Sometimes when exiting from a target in the Red 
River Valley we could look up and see a dozen or more 
RI�WKHVH�FORXGV�OHIW�RYHU�IURP�WKH�PLVVLOHV�¿UHG�DW�XV�
on the way in. This is a good illustration of how the 
exploded warhead looked when it was fully developed 
and before it dissipated. 

SA-2 after staging. Once 
the booster drops off, the sustainer 
engine burn is very clean and 
leaves no smoke trail. But it has a 
long, bright red plume and stands 
out well against the dark rice 
paddies, karst ridges, and jungle 
forests, as seen in the lower left 
corner above. The missile body 
and plume are large enough that 
the defending pilot can (with rea-

SA-2 trajectory. These are very large missiles, and they leave a big 
footprint. (About 2/3 of the huge dust and smoke cloud from the launch is 
out of frame in the lower left comer.) After lift-off, the booster is still at-
tached and leaves the familiar smoke trail shown here extending from the 
launch. This SAM site shut down when a SHRIKE was launched against it, 
so this is a ballistic shot detonating at right. 

We could see them lift off from at least 12 -15 miles away. The better-
trained NVA crews would normally shoot at about 12 miles. From that range 
the missile got there fast with plenty of energy left to maneuver. They could 
shoot from over 20 miles, but the missile lost some speed after engine burn-
out prior to intercept, allowing the defending pilot more time to evade it. 

The leader started a descent to arrive at the roll-in 
altitude for the bomb run (about 10,000 ft.) with ample 
speed for maneuver as we approached the target. We could 
normally get our speed up to 8 miles/minute, even with 
the heavy bomb load. We preferred 9-10 miles/minute and 
could attain that after the bombs were gone.

I was fascinated by all the activity on the APR-25 
scope as we approached the beach. I had one, one-ring 
VWUREH�SRLQWLQJ�DW�WKH�DUHD�MXVW�1:�RI�9LQK�$LU¿HOG��DERXW�
10 o’clock) and could hear the raw pulse-repetition fre-
quency (PRF) of at least one BARLOCK. The “zit-zit,” 
pause, “zit-zit’ told me it was tracking us. Faintly, in the 
background, I could also hear the unmistakable “rattle-
snake” sound of at least one FANSONG. (See the sidebar 
EHORZ�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�6$0�ODXQFK�DQG�ÀLJKW��

Inbound. We had scattered clouds below and a broken 
layer above at about 24,000 feet. We climbed to about 23,000, 
DQG�DV�ZH�DSSURDFKHG�WKH�OLPLW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�SUHGLFWHG�6$0�ULQJ��
we could clearly see the outline of the coast, rivers and ridges. 
Kipling had it right when he said that (in the tropics) “the 
dawn comes up like thunder.” 

CDR Sam Chessman, CO of VA-195, had the lead. For 
some strange reason that none of us comprehended, the SAM 
crews seemed to like to pick on Sam Chessman. Strike groups 
could go for several days with no SAM activity, but when he 
had the lead you could almost count on a launch of at least 
RQH�6$���WXUQLQJ�RQ�\RXU�ÀDVKLQJ�³6$0´�OLJKW��+HQFH�KH�
was called “Flashing Sam.” Fortunately for all of us, he was 
also very adept at dodging SAMs, so he and his strike groups 
survived many encounters. This day was to be no exception. 

Chessman’s call sign was “Chippy One.” The VA -192 

sonable training or actual experi-
ence) quickly determine angle-off 
and know which way to turn to 
start the defensive maneuver. This 
missile is aimed well ahead of the 
photographer and pulling lead on 
the strike group leader. Conse-
quently, this pilot’s move is to turn 
left, take the photo, get behind 
the missile, and call turns for the 
intended target aircraft. 

³%HFDXVH�RI�KLJKHU�HQJLQH�WKUXVW��HYHQ�ZLWK�RXU�WZR�H[WUD�ERPEV��WKH� $��)V�KDG�SOHQW\�RI�WKURWWOH�OHIW�WR�NHHS�XS�DQG�PDQHXYHU�´

FRQWLQXHG���
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Feet dry. Here they come! 
Just as Chippy One reported “feet dry” (crossed the 
shore line) to strike control, my one strobe grew rap-
idly to two rings and the “rattlesnake” was singing 
ORXG�DQG�FOHDU��:LWKLQ�VHFRQGV�WKH�ÀDVKLQJ�³6$0´�
light came on and the “OODLE, OODLE, OODLE” 
sounded continuously. I keyed the mike and said, 
³&KLSS\�2QH��ÀDVKLQJ�6$0��FKHFN�OHIW�����´�7KH�
hairs on the back of my neck and arms stood on end 
as the huge rocket plumes and smoke trail of the 
boosters of two GUIDELINE II missiles rose above 
the ridge lines. 

They were launched from a site between Vinh 
$LU¿HOG�DERXW�������PLOHV�DW����R¶FORFN�DQG�WKH�
Tam Da bridge about 8 miles ahead at 11:30. We 
couldn’t see the normal big dust and smoke cloud 
around the launch site because it was blocked by 
low clouds and part of the ridge line. We could 
clearly see the smoke trail end as the booster 
dropped off the lead missile, and then the second 
missile.  

The long, red plumes of the sustainer engines 
stood out clearly against the dark rice paddies and 
ridge line. We all quickly calculated the angle-
RII��7KH�¿UVW�PLVVLOH�ZDV�SXOOLQJ�D�JRRG�OHDG�RQ�
Chippy One, so the Chippies started down and to 
their left in about a l20-degree banked turn. The 
“Dragons” followed the Chippies down, but let the 
separation between them and the Chippies open 
up. 

Skipper Bush and I stayed high and turned 
left to keep the leader in sight. The SAMs turned 
back to their right toward Chippy One. As the lead 
SAM descended to intercept our leader, the Chip-
pies turned their section back hard to the right to 
get inside the turn of the lead SAM. The wingman 
called out “Keep it turning Skipper, keep it turn-
ing!” We were fascinated by Chessman’s skillful 
maneuvering as he started the two missiles into a 
right turn and then broke back to his right to get 
inside their turn radius. 

At this point Skipper Bush and I were in a left 
turn and belly-up toward the west. All of a sudden 
I was aware of the rattlesnake sound from another 
)$1621*��,W�ZDV�ORXGHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿UVW��,�JODQFHG�
at the APR-25 scope and saw a three-ringer strobe 
pointing at 2 o’clock. I immediately lost interest in 

6DP¶V�¿JKW�DQG�JRW�WR�ZRUN�RQ�RXUV��,�GURSSHG�WKH�
right wing back down to level and looked down 
the strobe toward the ridges to our west. 

There it was. A single GUIDELINE II had 
dropped the booster and was leveling off at our al-
titude. There was a bright red ring around the dark 
circle of the body of the SA-2, and it was dancing 
around the same spot on the canopy. It was close 
and there was no angle-off – it was clearly on a 
collision course. I screamed out to CDR Bush, 
“Skipper, break hard down and right NOW!” He 
didn’t waste a second. As soon as the words came 
out, he pulled hard to his right into about a 5-G 
descending barrel roll. I followed. 

The SAM warhead detonated a few hundred 
feet above the underside of my upside-down 
aircraft and the shock wave drove me down into 
the stiff padding of the ejection seat. The explo-
sion had actually pushed the aircraft down into 
my butt, which was pointed toward the sky. Both 
the Skipper and I heard the loud “WHOMP” of 
the warhead explosion as the pressure wave hit 
us. We were very fortunate that Skipper Bush had 
responded so fast. We cleared the business end of 
the missile just enough that the shock wave hit us, 
but the warhead fragments carried beyond both 
our aircraft. 

All three missiles had now exploded with 
no effect. Chippy One keyed the mike and said, 
“Okay, let’s continue.” We gathered the formation 
and continued to the target canal. We took a lot of 
SULGH�LQ�QRW�OHWWLQJ�WKH�19$�6$0�DQG�ÀDN�FUHZV�
turn us around, or force us to jettison our weapons. 
We would continue to the target regardless of the 
opposition. 

$�IHZ�URXQGV�RI����PP�ÀDN�ZHUH�¿UHG�DW�XV�
near the roll-in point, but we delivered our DST-
36s in the canal alongside the road. 

((G��QRWH��0HUHGLWK�:��³3DW´�3DWULFN¶V�VHUYLFH�
LQ�WKH�8��6��1DY\�WRRN�KLP�WKURXJK�PDQ\�VTXDG�
URQV��VKLSV��FRPEDW�FUXLVHV�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DV�
VLJQPHQWV��+H�ZDV�&2�RI�9$����DQG�9$������DQG�
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�3HQWDJRQ�DQG�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�1DYDO�
$QDO\VHV��&1$���+H�UHWLUHG�IURP�WKH�8��6��1DY\�
LQ������DIWHU����\HDUV�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�ZRUN�SDUW�
WLPH�DV�D�UHVHDUFK�DQDO\VW�DW�WKH�&1$.) 

³�:LWKLQ�VHFRQGV�WKH�ÀDVKLQJ�µ6$0¶�OLJKW�
FDPH�RQ�DQG�WKH�µ22'/(��22'/(��22'/(¶�
VRXQGHG�FRQWLQXRXVO\�´

SKYHAWKS & 

SUBMARINES
By Boom Powell

D
esigned to deliver one bomb 
over long distances, by 1961 the 
Douglas 6N\KDZN had proven 

itself as a capable ground attack aircraft. 
While maintaining a nuclear strike ca-
pability, Navy and Marine VA and VMA 
squadrons’ primary role had become 
destruction of land and sea targets with 
conventional ordnance. That year, the 
$��¶V�WDOHQWV�DV�DQ�DLU�WR�DLU�¿JKWHU�ZHUH�
¿UVW�XVHG�LQ�WKH�96)�PLVVLRQ�

VSF = ASWFitRon = a squadron that 
ZRXOG�SURYLGH�¿JKWHU�DLUFUDIW�WR�SURWHFW�
the specialized anti-submarine aircraft 
carriers (designated CVS from 1955 – 
1973) from enemy air attacks. Although 
XVHG�RI¿FLDOO\�IRU�RQO\�D�EULHI�SHULRG��
“VSF” is a convenient way of saying 
³¿JKWHUV�RSHUDWLQJ�IURP�DQ�$QWL�6XE-

marine Warfare (ASW) aircraft carrier” 
and will be used in this article. As some 
wit said, “Vee Ess Eff must mean Very 
Small Fighters.”

Carrier-based ASW did not begin 
as a specialty. During WW2 all aircraft 
were used for Anti-Submarine patrols; 
HYHQ�WKH�¿JKWHUV��%\�WKH�.RUHDQ�:DU��
the increased capabilities of submarines 
demanded specialized aircraft to detect, 
track and combat them. The Grumman 
$YHQJHU, which began life as a tor-
SHGR�ERPEHU��ZDV�KHDYLO\�PRGL¿HG�WR�
EHFRPH�WKH�¿UVW�GHGLFDWHG�FDUULHU�EDVHG�
ASW airplane. The large and short-lived 
AF *XDUGLDQ, which operated in a team 
requiring two aircraft, followed before 
the multi-crew, multi-engine Grum-
man S2F 7UDFNHU dominated ship-based 

ASW for the next two decades.
Specialized carrier air wings, CVSG, 

consisting of two VS (S2F) and an HS 
(helicopter) squadron plus detachments 
for early warning and ECM were cre-
ated. A CVS with surface combatants 
and friendly submarines formed an 
ASW Task Group and usually operated 
far from air protection from shore or 
attack carriers, CVA. The threat from 
Soviet long-range maritime aircraft was 
VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�¿JKWHUV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�
CVSG was the answer. 

The concept was developed on 
three deployments. VF(AW)-4 Det 50 
operated F9F-5 &RXJDUV from $QWLH�
WDP (CVS-36) in late 1956 before that 
carrier became the full-time training 
carrier in Pensacola. VA-44 had later 

ATKRON 93, 
DET QUEBEC

Fighting Ravens
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model &RXJDUV (F9F-8s) on :DVS (CVS-
����LQ�ODWH������DQG�'HW�1�RI�9)����ÀHZ�
F2H-3 %DQVKHHV from <RUNWRZQ�(CVS-10) 
2FWREHU������WR�0D\�������7KH�¿JKWHU�
detachments worked well, and more were 
planned. However, the new, more capable 
¿JKWHU�DLUFUDIW�LQ�WKH�1DY\�LQYHQWRU\�ZHUH�
also larger, heavier and faster. In 1960 all 
eight CVS had hydraulic catapults and 
limited deck space; they were simply not 
DEOH�WR�RSHUDWH�¿JKWHUV�OLNH�WKH�'HPRQ, 
6N\UD\ or &UXVDGHU. Enter the A-4 6N\�
KDZN. 

The nicknames of the Douglas A-4, 
“Scooter,” “Tinker Toy,” and “Heine-
PDQQ¶V�+RW�5RG�´�UHÀHFWHG�LWV�VPDOO�VL]H��
light weight and agility. VA-34 provided 
WKH�¿UVW�GHWDFKPHQW�RI�6N\KDZNs (A4D-
2/A-4B) during (VVH[ (CVS-9) 1961 
Atlantic deployment. The “Blue Blaster” 
6N\KDZNs carried a centerline fuel tank, 
two AIM-9 6LGHZLQGHUV, and their two 
20mm cannon for use in the air defense 
role. This load-out would remain standard. 
Eleven more detachments with A-4s on 
CVS followed. 

VA-64 had a detachment of A-4Bs in 
:DVS February to June 1962 before the 
whole squadron embarked in ,QGHSHQGHQFH�
(CVA 62) for the Cuban quarantine.

 VA-22 provided four A-4B 6N\KDZNs, 
six pilots and forty-eight enlisted men (a 
typical VSF det size) aboard .HDUVDUJH 
(CVS 33) June to December 1963. High-
SRLQW�RI�WKH�3DFL¿F�GHSOR\PHQW�ZDV�UHFRY-
ery of space capsule )DLWK�� and astronaut 
Gordon Cooper.

7KH�0DULQH�&RUSV�KDG�WKHLU�¿UVW�GHW�
in 1963. Unfortunately, (VVH[�was in a 

SKYHAWKS & SUBMARINES     continued...

KRUUL¿F�VWRUP�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�0HG�DQG�
the steel mast broke off the top of the island. 
One of the yardarms punched a hole through 
a H&MS-32 Det 6N\KDZN and the wooden 
ÀLJKW�GHFN���$�SODQH�ORDG�RI�MHW�IXHO�VSODVKHG�
RYHU�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�DQG�GUDLQHG�GRZQ�LQWR�
WKH�KDQJDU�ED\��)RUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�¿UH�

On the same deployment a Soviet Tu-95 
%HDU made several low altitude runs on (V�
VH[, misjudged a turn and crashed spectacu-
larly into the sea within view of everyone on 
deck.

The “Black Sheep” of VMA-214 went to 

WestPac in +RUQHW�(CVS-12) as part of 
CVSG-57 October 1963 to April 1964, 
with A-4Bs. 

The VA-34 “Blue Blasters” had over-
lapping dets in 5DQGROSK�(CVS-15) and 
,QWUHSLG�(CVS-11) from late 1963 into 
1964.

The 6N\KDZNV turned out to be useful 
in the ASW role as well. With their speed 
they could search wide areas, or speed out 
to a contact much faster than the S-2. Nor 
did submarines expect a threat from high 
altitude. The 6FRRWHU pilots carried cam-

HUDV�DQG�EHFDPH�SUR¿FLHQW�DW�ORZ�SDVVHV�
to rig ships. 

VA-93 had Det Q in %HQQLQJWRQ�
(CVS-20) February to September, 1964. 
Bob Krall (who later was assigned to 
1$5)�$ODPHGD�DQG�ÀHZ�����GLIIHUHQW�
6N\KDZNs 1961-68) said, “The deploy-
ment at Yuma shooting at a banner towed 
by a T2V 6HDVWDU didn’t produce any 
results that the det pilots could brag about 
DW�D�¿JKWHU�SLORW�EDU��5HJDUGOHVV�RI�ERUH�
sighting, the A-4 guns were not suited for 
air to air gunnery.” 
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VA-153 Det R in .HDUVDUJH made a 
fast turn in December 1964 to join the 
parent “Bluetail” squadron for deploy-
ment to WestPac in &RUDO�6HD (CVA-
43).

The “Stingers” of VA-113 formed 
Det Q for %HQQLQJWRQ�in 1965. Marc 
Pierce, who later would join VSF-1, 
remembers training with the RAG, VF-
124, in Miramar; A-4s against F-8s with 
a TF-9 &RXJDU that towed the target for 
DLU�WR�DLU�JXQQHU\��³(YHQ�ZLWK�D�¿[HG�
gunsight, the 6N\KDZN pilots did better 
than the &UXVDGHUV with lead comput-
ing sights, although experienced pilots 
versus replacements new in the aircraft 
may have had something to do with it.”

Like all the CVS (except ,QWUHSLG) 
at the time, %HQQLQJWRQ had hydraulic 
catapults restricting the A-4 to only a 
150 gallon centerline tank with two 

AIM-9 missiles. During the deployment 
to WestPac, VA-113 Det had the unique 
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�6N\KDZN 
to land aboard the Australian aircraft 
carrier, HMS 0HOERXUQH. (Later, the 
Australian navy operated A-4 squadrons 
of its own.) With the situation in Viet-
nam getting tense, VA-113’s Det also 
did a fast turn to go aboard .LWW\KDZN 
(CVA-63) with the rest of the squadron 
in October 1965, for early strikes into 
North Vietnam. 

The same year VMA-223 “Bull-
GRJV´�'HW�7�RI�$��&V�¿QLVKHG�D�GH-
ployment in <RUNWRZQ�and immediately 
moved to the new Marine base at Chu 
Lai.

Marine Air Group 15’s Headquarters 
and Maintenance Squadron deployed 
to the Tonkin Gulf in +RUQHW�as 1965 
EHFDPH�������7KH�VL[�SLORWV�ÀHZ�ERPE�

strikes from 7LFRQGHURJD (CVS-14), 
0LGZD\ (CVA-41) and 5DQJHU (CVA-
61) as well as their carrier protection 
mission, and all became +RUQHW centu-
rions. On a wry note, their A-4Cs were 
named for ladies of dubious reputation: 
Fanny Hill, Polly Adler, Ko Sisters and 
Mamie Stover. (See sidebars.)

The importance of the VSF mission 
MXVWL¿HG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�VSHFLDOL]HG��
large squadron which would provide a 
detachment for each CVS. Protection of 
ASW task groups would be the primary 
mission instead of the temporary addi-
tional role it had been. $QWL�6XEPDULQH�
:DUIDUH�)LJKWHU�6TXDGURQ�2QH�was es-
tablished 1 July 1965, at NAS Lemoore. 
Plank owners were CDR Waring, LTjg 
John Chernowski, and a dozen enlisted 
men. The squadron would be based at 
NAS Alameda and operate A-4Bs. 

The history of 147681 is well documented. One of 
181 A4D-2N 6N\KDZNV in the second production batch 
of 1960, she was initially assigned to the VA-192 
“World Famous Golden Dragons.”

In May, 1965, BuNo 147681 was assigned to 
Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 15 (H&MS-
15) at El Toro, California. Assigned to Det N, she 
deployed in +RUQHW in August ’65 and was named 
“Fanny Hill.” In February 1966, she went to Atsugi, 
Japan, and on to NAS Cubi Point, Philippines, for 
major maintenance. 

/7MJ�%DOGRFN�RI�9$����ZDV�À\LQJ�KLV�VNLSSHU¶V�
airplane, NG401, when the tail of A-4C BuNo 147740 
was blown off by a SAM south of Vinh (He became 
a POW and returned in 1973). The CO of the VA-94 
“Mighty Shrikes” was Commander Otto Krueger 
(6N\KDZN Association plank-owner and past-presi-
dent), and BuNo 147681 came aboard (QWHUSULVH as 
WKH�UHSODFHPHQW�1*�����7KH�IRUPHU�µ)DQQ\�+LOO¶�¿Q-
ished the combat cruise and returned with the squad-
ron to NAS Lemoore. 

After VA-94, BuNo 147681 served with the VA-34 
Blue Blasters, VA-66 Waldomen, VA-44 Hornets, 
VA-12 Flying Ubangis and ended her career with the 
VA-305 Hackers at Los Alamitos, California. The 
A-4C 6N\KDZN�ZDV�¿QDOO\�VHQW�WR�0$6'$&�'DYLV�
Monthan in May, 1971, for recycling. Hopefully, some 
of her aluminum became a cocktail shaker. So when 
you drink a Martini, think of Fanny Hill.

Woman of Pleasure Becomes the  
Mount of VA-94 CO.

Not only did the Marines of H&MS-15 
Det N on +RUQHW (CVS-12) paint names in 
ÀRULG�VFULSW�RQ�WKH�QRVHV�RI�WKHLU�IRXU�$��&�
6N\KDZNV, but used the names of women 
of dubious morality. 1965 obviously 
was a time before “political correctness” 
was invented, publicity releases from 
the det appeared in 1DY1HZV and other 
publications. What do you think the 
reaction of the intercepted Soviet air crews 
was when they read the names? 
BuNo 147681, YV 81 Fanny Hill 
BuNo 147809, YV 82 Polly Adler 
BuNo 147829, YV 83 Mamie Stover 
BuNo 148464, YV 84 Ko Sisters

The Saga of A-4C BuNo147681

For those who have led sheltered lives and/or are of a newer 
generation, here’s the story on the ladies:
)DQQ\�+LOO — the 1749 book is subtitled 0HPRLUV�RI�D�

:RPDQ�RI�3OHDVXUH��&RQVLGHUHG�WKH�¿UVW�HURWLF�QRYHO��LW�KDV�
become a byword for censorship controversy.
3ROO\�$GOHU – New York City madame in the 1930s. Famous 

for entry scenes at Manhattan nite clubs with her girls. 
0DPLH�6WRYHU – a woman of dubious morals forced to leave 
San Francisco for Hawaii in a 1956 novel. Suggestive mostly 
because of the movie version with Jane Russell.
.R�6LVWHUV – Japanese women’s names tend to end in “ko” 

and since most Marines did not have much command of 
Japanese, it was a standard way to refer to Michiko, Fumiko, 
Sajiko, Akiko and the other girls who worked in the O’Club at 
Iwakuni and the bars in town.

Sidebar:

Sidebar:
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7KH�¿UVW�96)�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�ZDV�&'5�&KDUOHV�(��:DULQJ�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�D�
À\LQJ�PLGVKLSPHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�9���9�D�SURJUDP��+H�KDG�ÀRZQ�VL[W\�¿YH�PLVVLRQV�LQ�
F4U-4 &RUVDLUV in Korea in VF-54 from both 3KLOLSSLQH�6HD (CVA-47) and 9DOOH\�
)RUJH (CVA-45) when the ships swapped airwings. He made 0LGZD\¶V round-the-
ZRUOG�FUXLVH�LQ�9)�����À\LQJ�)�)�&RXJDUV and was XO of VA-155 with A-4A/Bs in 
WestPac in &RUDO�6HD��Recently promoted after 2 ½ years in Izmir, Turkey, with the 
Sixth Allied Tactical Air Force, the commander detailer assured him that VSF was a 
“good deal.”

7KH�¿UVW�SLORWV�ZHQW�WKURXJK�DQ�DEEUHYLDWHG�V\OODEXV�LQ�/HPRRUH��6LQFH�:DULQJ�
ZDV�DOUHDG\�$���TXDOL¿HG��KH�OHIW�9$�����DIWHU�RQO\�WZR�UHIUHVKHU�KRSV��DQG�LQFOXGHG�
a former P2V 1HSWXQH pilot who did not go through the RAG at all. (He was later 
NLOOHG�LQ�D�UDPS�VWULNH�DIWHU�¿QHVVLQJ�RUGHUV�WR�D�9$�VTXDGURQ���/DWHU�SLORWV�ZHQW�
through the entire attack/nuke delivery syllabus with the bonus of earning per diem 
ZKLOH�LQ�/HPRRUH�DV�WKHLU�¿QDO�RUGHUV�ZHUH�WR�1$6�$ODPHGD��

The eagle head in the squadron insignia was adapted from the Waring family 
silverware with green slashes added to match the painted portion of the A-4’s rud-
GHU��:DULQJ�DUJXHG�WKDW�DV�D�¿JKWHU�VTXDGURQ��96)���VKRXOG�KDYH�UHG�DV�WKH�VTXDGURQ�
color. Although the powers-that-be decreed otherwise, the skipper’s airplane always 
seemed to have red where the rest of the squadron was painted green.

Aircraft side numbers were two digits beginning with the CO’s 70 and eventually 
reaching into the 90s while the letter code was NA. Squadron jokesters claimed it stood 
for “Not Applicable.”

Waring was a skipper from the old school. Howie Fowler, Fred Kasch and YHS 
(Powell) all arrived in Alameda from VA-125 at the same time. Waring welcomed us 
QXJJHWV�E\�SXWWLQJ�XV�RQ�WKH�QH[W�GD\¶V�ÀLJKW�VFKHGXOH��1R�FKDVH��QR�ROG�KDQG��MXVW�
the three of us. We took turns leading. Howie’s family was from near Mt Shasta so 

ZH�ÀHZ�XS�WR�VD\�KHOOR��)UHG�DQG�,�
were tucked in tight when over the 
radio came, “On count of three we 
pull up.” I looked forward to see 
JUHHQ�WUHHV�DQG�VWHHS�FOLIIV�¿OOLQJ�
the Scooter’s windscreen.

A SAR helicopter crew had 
rescued an injured Red-tailed 
Hawk (%XWHR�MDPDLFDHQVLV) and 
taken the bird back to NAAS Fal-
lon. Navy corpsmen removed the 
birdshot, but its wing was dam-
DJHG�DQG�VXVWDLQHG�ÀLJKW�LPSRV-
sible. Since the hawk could not 
be released to the wild, the folks 
at Fallon kept it. As with all large 
birds, there were sanitary and 
feeding problems.

7KH�&RPPDQGLQJ�2I¿FHU�RI�
Fallon, Capt Oliver, was wonder-
ing what to do with his charge 
when the brand new VSF-1 
arrived for weapons training. 
(PEOD]RQHG�SURXGO\�RQ�ÀLJKW�
jackets and A-4B airplanes was 
the squadron patch inspired by the 
¿UVW�&2¶V�IDPLO\�FUHVW²DQ�HDJOH�
head HQ�SUR¿OH on IHVVH�YHUW. 

A hawk looks like an eagle, 
especially a stylized one. And the 
VTXDGURQ�ÀHZ�6N\KDZNs. Perfect. 
A small ceremony was arranged, 
with photographers, and the hawk 
ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�SUHVHQWHG�DV�WKH�
mascot for VSF-1. How could the 
CO, Charlie Waring, refuse?

The sex of the bird was never 
determined, but it was soon named 
“Charlie Eagle.” The airframes 
shop built a large cage and placed 

it at the back of the ready room on the 
second deck. Charlie’s diet was typi-
cally raw liver with an occasional lizard 
WKDW�0DLQWHQDQFH�2I¿FHU�3KLO�'RXJK-
erty’s nine kids caught. Charlie’s gory 
mouse meals became a part of initiating 
new men into the squadron.

The door to his cage was usually 
left open and Charlie would hop onto 
chair backs and up to the top of the 
cage. From there he would occasion-
ally launch for the front of the room, hit 
the waxed linoleum deck and skid into 
WKH�ZDOO��7KHVH�³ÀLJKWV´�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�
squadron log as “arrested landings” for 
Charlie. At even odder times, Char-
lie would target the SDO at his desk. 
Looking up into the outstretched talons 
of a hawk was a thrill most of the junior 
RI¿FHUV�ZHUH�VXEMHFWHG�WR��0HUFLIXOO\�
there were no injuries—to bird or JO.

(DJHU�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�¿JKWHU�PLVVLRQ��
Charlie Waring arranged weapons de-
tachments to NAAS Fallon and MCAS 
<XPD��VHW�XS�$&0�SUDFWLFH��¿UHG�$,0�
9 6LGHZLQGHUV and had “Rudolf” built. 
Rudolf was an A-4B (BuNo 145002) 
that had an F-8 air-to-air radar “bor-
rowed” from the China Lake Weapons 
Center and installed by NARF Alam-
HGD��7KH�XQLTXH��ORQJHU�QRVH��PRGL¿HG�
from a F-11 7LJHU¶V) was painted red 
and the name followed soon after. What 
was intended as the prototype for future 
96)�¿JKWHUV�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�DSSURYHG�E\�
higher authority. Nor was taking Rudolf 
on the CarQual sessions the pilots of 
VSF-1 had on .HDUVDUJH�and +RUQHW��
:DULQJ�KLPVHOI�ÀHZ�5XGROI¶V�¿UVW�WUDS��

Six pilots and the maintenance crew 
RI�WKH�¿UVW�GHWDFKPHQW�ZHUH�UHDG\�WR�JR�
aboard <RUNWRZQ�when the deployment 
was cancelled in the spring of 1966.

H&M-15 Det N

 H&MS-15 -- front row, from the left: Cpl R. T. Ledford, Sgt C. A. Rhyne, Sgt D. A. Miller, Sgt J. J. Farrington, Cpl J. Jones, 

Cpl G. D. Bush, and SSgt J. C. Willems. Standing, same order: LCpl J. A. Heinemann, LCpl B. A. Cahmberlain, LCpl G. F. 

Gabriel, LCpl C. E. Goodhead, LCpl D. K. Clark, LCpl D. S. Nichols, and LCpl R. W. Ingram.
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$IWHU�D�GR]HQ�GHSOR\PHQWV�RI�$��V�DV�¿JKWHUV��96)��
aboard ASW carriers (CVS) by Navy VA and Marine 
VMA and H&MS detachments, a specilized and dedi-
cated VSF squadron had been formed and was based at 
1$6�$ODPHGD��%\�������WKH�¿UVW�96)���GHWDFKPHQW�ZDV�
within days of deploying in <RUNWRZQ�when the all-stop 
message arrived.The war in Southeast Asia was intensify-
ing and more 6N\KDZNV as attack aircraft were needed. 
An Atlantic Fleet VA squadron would go to WestPac in 
a swap for VSF-1 deploying to the Med in November, 
1966, as a normal attack squadron. With a large number 
of pilots and aircraft in the pipeline for VSF-1, a second 
attack squadron would also be formed, although both 
would keep the VSF designation. 

SKYHAWKS & SUBMARINES     continued...

VSF-1

The shift to becoming an attack squadron began 
immediately with a weapons Det to NAS Fallon and 
bombing and rocket practice at NALF Crows Land-
ing, just across the mountains in the San Joaquin 
Valley. VSF-1 also used Crows Landing for FCLP 
before heading east to join CVW-8 at NAS Cecil 
Field, FL.

 Four pilots including ex-NavCad Al Cartwright 
went to Billy Phillip’s Airwing 19 to replace pilots 
he was less than happy with. Cartwright said leav-
ing VSF-1 was hard; not because he was headed 
to WestPac, but Waring was so good to work for. 
Several “combat limited”, ie, combat deployment 
YHWHUDQV��DUULYHG�WR�¿OO�WKH�YDFDQW�VORWV�

VSF-1 in the Med

After six weeks of workups on the East Coast, 6KDQJUL�/D departed Norfolk 
on 29 September 1966. On board were the ‘War Eagles’ of VSF-1 with fourteen 
A-4B 6N\KDZNs. The tail code was now the AJ of Airwing 8 and nose numbers 
began with 570-- this did cut down on repainting, at least on the port side. The 
sister light attack squadron was the Sunliners of VA-81 with A-4Es.

7KH�PDLQWHQDQFH�GHSDUWPHQW�KDG�D�RQH�OHJJHG�ZDUUDQW�RI¿FHU��*ULII�+XGVRQ�
KDG�EHHQ�VWUXFN�E\�D�EURNHQ�ZLUH�ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�RQ�&RQVWHOOD�
WLRQ and had worked to pass the physical tests necessary to return to sea duty.

Other than a junior pilot landing hard enough to break the wing of an A-4 
during a dive-for-deck at night, the time in the Med was typical in support of 
6th Fleet operations. All the pilots became 6KDQJ centurions. Cdr Donald K. 
Wilson assumed command while in Palermo, Sicily, 14 April, 1967. Soon after, 
&9$����UHWXUQHG�WR�1RUIRON��DQG�96)���ÀHZ�EDFN�WR�1$6�$ODPHGD�
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SKYHAWKS & SUBMARINES     continued...

VSF-3 Deployed

Middle East tensions were high, and 
Jordan had signed a treaty with Egypt 
while ,QWUHSLG�was in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean. Aircraft were armed and crews put 
on alert. After several days of uncertainty, 
CVS(A)-11 entered the Suez Canal. All 
hands were restricted from the weather 
decks for the transit. Although there were 
RYHUÀLJKWV�E\�(J\SWLDQ�¿JKWHUV�DQG�WURRSV�
were seen, the worst the Egyptians did was display banners 
and shake their shoes at the ship. The Arab-Israeli Six Day 
War began two days later. ,QWUHSLG became the last warship 
to go through the canal until it was reopened in 1975.

7KH�WZR�ZHHN�WUDQVLW�ZDV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�$OO�3LORW�0HHWLQJV�
IRU�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�EULH¿QJV��7ZR�D�GD\�ZDV�WKH�QRUP�DQG�IRU�
VSF-3, usually ended the same way. The new squadron 
needed an insignia and sketches of half a dozen would be 
presented and discussed. The selection would be whittled 
GRZQ�WR�WZR�ZLWK�D�¿QDO�FKRLFH�WR�EH�PDGH�WKH�QH[W�GD\��%\�
WKH�QH[W�GD\��WKH�FKRLFHV�ZHUH�EDFN�XS�WR�¿YH�RU�VL[��7KH�
¿QDO�FRPSURPLVH�ZDV�D�NQLJKW�FKHVV�SLHFH�RQ�D�FKHFNHUHG�
¿HOG�ZLWK�UHG�MDJV�WR�PDWFK�WKH�DLUSODQH�WDLOV��7KH�DJUHHG�
on name was “Chessmen.” The callsign had been “Nevada 
City” from the beginning and was used by both VSF-1 and 
VSF-3. There is a Nevada City in the Sierra foothills, and 
SLORWV�IURP�ERWK�VTXDGURQV�ZRXOG�À\�ORZ�OHYHOV�WR�FKHFN�
out the namesake.

After a brief stop in Cubi Point, VSF-3 entered combat 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�RQ����-XQH��������7KH�YHWHUDQV�RI�9$����
who had been in ,QWUHSLG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�IRU�KHU�¿UVW�
Vietnam deployment (she would make three), assumed 
operations would again begin on Dixie Station and eventu-
ally work north. They were wrong. The air war the summer 
RI������KDG�96)���RYHU�1RUWK�9LHWQDP�IRU�WKHLU�¿UVW�PLV-
VLRQV��RYHU�WKH�+DLSKRQJ�VXEXUEV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�¿UVW�OLQH�
period and over the Big Hs (Hanoi and Haiphong) them-
selves by the second line period.

Many aircraft came back with battle damage, but only 
two aircraft were lost. LTJG Fred Kasch was also the 
squadron’s only fatality. In early July, he was hit by AAA 
over Hai Duong and crashed while trying to glide his 
ÀDPHG�RXW�6N\KDZN to the safety of the 
Tonkin Gulf. His wingman, ex-NavCad 
Dick Harriss, heard him call, “I’m at 500 
feet,” and told him to get out, but there 
was no apparent ejection. The Navy 
listed him as MIA until his remains 
ZHUH�UHWXUQHG�LQ�������.DVFK�ZDV�À\LQJ�
145002, the A-4B that was once “Ru-
dolf.” 

In October, LTJG Al Perkins was 
KLW�E\�$$$�ZKLOH�RQ�D�ÀDN�VXSSUHVVLRQ�
mission over Haiphong. Perkins was 
wounded in the leg and could barely 
control his airplane. He jettisoned his 

canopy in an attempt to clear the dense 
smoke which was keeping him from seeing 
his instruments and was either hit again or 
his engine exploded. He ejected and landed 
in Haiphong Harbor. An HU-2K helicopter 
from HC-1 picked him up yards away from 
an enemy ship. At the time, it was the deep-
est rescue from the harbor.

Once in WestPac, although ,QWUHSLG�
picked up a VFP-63 Photo-&UXVDGHU detach-

PHQW�DQG�9)�����SURYLGHG�WKUHH�)��&V�DQG�SLORWV�WR�À\�
SKRWR�HVFRUW��96)���ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�UHVLGHQW�¿JKWHU�
squadron. The squadron color was red, Ready Room 1# 
�QHDUHVW�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN��ZDV�DVVLJQHG²WR�EH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�
the ‘6DGHU�SLORWV²DQG�ÀLJKW�GHFN�DOHUWV�GXULQJ�VKLS�WUDQVLWV�
were stood by an A-4B with a centerline fuel tank and a 
pair of AIM-9 Sidewinders.

On 5 October, 1967, the 6N\KDZNs of CVW-10 encoun-
tered MiGs in force. A 27 plane Alfa strike had launched 
DJDLQVW�D�WDUJHW�QHDU�WKH�DLU¿HOG�RI�.LHQ�$Q��'XULQJ�HJUHVV�
KDOI�WKH�VWULNH�JURXS�UDQ�LQWR�0L*V��'LFN�+DUULVV�ZDV�¿UVW�
aware of the MiGs when he saw tracers coming GRZQ at 
KLP��+H�¿UHG�DW�WKH�RYHUVKRRWLQJ�0L*��EXW�VDZ�QR�KLWV�DQG�
RXW�RI�DPPR��KHDGHG�IRU�WKH�ZDWHU��7KH�RI¿FLDO�DFFRXQW�RI�
the action is typically confused, but at least six different 
MiG-17s were involved.

CDR Georges LeBlanc, XO of VSF-3, maneuvered 
close behind a MiG and squeezed the trigger. His one can-
QRQ�¿UHG�RQFH�DQG�MDPPHG��+H�FDOOHG�IRU�KLV�ZLQJPDQ��
LTJG Dan Swinford, to close in, but Swinford had no radio. 
They broke off and cleared the area.

7KH�$LUZLQJ����RSHUDWLRQV�RI¿FHU��(G�*LOUHDWK��ZDV�À\-
ing VSF-3’s AK107 and when he heard the MiG warnings 
KH�KHOG�WKH�URFNHWV�KH�KDG�IRU�ÀDN�VXSSUHVVLRQ�DQG�KHDGHG�
for Kien An. His wingman, LTJG D. ‘Huey’ L’Herault in 
$.�����KDG�¿UHG�DOO�KLV�URFNHWV�DW�WKH�DVVLJQHG�WDUJHW�DQG�
describes what followed:
$V�ZH�FLUFOHG�EHKLQG�WKH�VWULNH�JURXS�RI�,QWUHSLG�$�V�WR�

IROORZ�WKHP�³IHHW�ZHW´��,�PDGH�WKH�LQLWLDO�YLVXDO�RI�D�VLQJOH�
0L*����DW�DERXW�������ORZ����ZH�ZHUH�DW�DERXW�����NWV��DQG�
�������IW��$V�,�ZDV�LQ�WUDLO�RQ�(G�DW�IXOO�SRZHU�KH�FDOOHG�WR�

VSF-3

VSF-3 is Formed

While VSF-1 was at sea half-a-world away, VSF-1 Det 
Alameda had grown larger than its parent organization. The 
result was administrative mayhem. The problem was solved 
in March, 1967, when VSF-3 was established, and Cdr 
Leslie C. Hofto went from XO of VSF-1, to OinC of Det 
Alameda, to CO of VSF-3. 

/HV�+RIWR�EHJDQ�KLV�À\LQJ�FDUHHU�LQ�$'�6N\UDLGHUV 
and was assigned to CVG-7 staff as LSO. He made a Med 
deployment before going to combat in Korea in %RQ�+RPPH�
5LFKDUG (CVA-31). He then extended for three months to 
assist CVG-15/3ULQFHWRQ (CVA-37) LSOs who were unfa-
miliar with jets. Hofto later was senior LSO in %HQQLQJWRQ�
for the legendary recovery of three carriers’ aircraft with no 
divert and lousy weather in the North Atlantic during Opera-
WLRQ�0DULQHU��+H�¿UVW�ÀHZ�$��V�LQ�9$�����$IWHU�D�'&�WRXU�
he found himself in the doldrums, but with a fun assignment 
as the director of the Navy/Marine Corps Exhibit at the 1964 
New York World’s Fair. His detailer’s call with assignment 
to VSF-1 was as confusing as it was for most. (As a red-hot 
jet pilot with shiny new wings, the author’s heart stopped in 
the pause between hearing “Vee Ess” and “Eff One” for my 
¿UVW�VTXDGURQ��

VSF-3 was on the TV news and made headlines, “Navy 
Bombs Oakland!” after a Mk-76 practice bomb fell into one 
RI�WKH�IHZ�YDFDQW�ORWV�LQ�WKH�FLW\��$�ÀLJKW�RI�IRXU�KDG�WDNHQ�

off from NAS Alameda and as 3# closed in, he asked, “Two, 
how many bombs did you have when you took off?

“Six.” Pause, “Why?”
³:HOO��\RX�RQO\�KDYH�¿YH�QRZ�´
Additional proof of VSF standing for “Very Screwy Fel-

las” was assignment to CVW-10 and ,QWUHSLG�(CVS(A)-11). 
Airwing Ten, the “Valions” of VA-15 and VA-34 “Blue 
Blazers”—A-4C squadrons— were at NAS Cecil Field. ,Q�
WUHSLG�was in Norfolk.

Lessons learned in Vietnam dictated increased ECM capa-
bilities and the “Shoehorn” installation had been developed 
IRU�WKH�$����$SWO\�QDPHG�IRU�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�RI�¿QGLQJ�VSDFH�
for the magic black boxes (The hump was added to later A-4s 
WR�PDNH�URRP�IRU�WKH�DYLRQLFV���WKH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�WRRN�RXW�WKH�
port cannon and left the other only 40 rounds. BuNo 154002 
was among the 6N\KDZNs reworked at NARF Alameda. It 
came out as a standard A-4B and “Rudolf” was no more.

With the parent squadron now deployed, VSF-1 Det made 
two ten day visits to Fallon for weapons practice and had a 
CarQual session in %RQ�+RPPH�5LFKDUG. After becoming 
VSF-3, there was a CQ in .HDUVDUJH�before joining ,QWUHSLG�
in Norfolk. Work-ups continued for the next two months 
with little chance for time in Alameda. Finally, the squad-
ron airplanes were taxied down roads from NAS Norfolk to 
the naval base and hoisted aboard ,QWUHSLG�for the voyage to 
war—the long way.
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DUP�XS�RXU�JXQV�DQG�KH�WXUQHG�KDUG�OHIW�
DQG�LQLWLDWHG�D�GLYH�WRZDUG�WKH�0L*��,W�
WKHQ�WXUQHG�KDUG�ULJKW�DQG�DV�ZH�PDGH�
D�UHYHUVDO�WR�IROORZ�,�JODQFHG�EHKLQG�
PH�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH���0L*���V��À\LQJ�
D�ORRVH�IRUPDWLRQ��GLUHFWO\�EHKLQG�PH�
¿ULQJ�WUDFHU�FDQQRQ�¿UH�GLUHFWO\�DW�PH��
,�FDOOHG�(G�WR�EUHDN�KDUG�ULJKW�DQG�IURP�
WKHUH�,�HQGHG�XS�LQ�D�RQH�Y��WKUHH�IRU�
WKUHH�UHYHUVDOV��VRPHKRZ�DYRLGLQJ�WKHLU�
EXOOHWV��,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKLV�HQJDJHPHQW�
,�VDZ�(G�RQO\�RQH�WLPH�DQG�LW�ZDV�WR�
VHH�D�VWUHDP�RI�����´�URFNHWV�¿OO�WKH�DLU�
�$.����KDG�¿UHG�HLJKW�=XQL��´�URFNHWV�
DQG���PP�FDQQRQ�HDUOLHU��DV�KH�PDGH�
DQ�DOPRVW�KHDG�RQ�SDVV�DW�WKH�WKUHH�
JX\V�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�PH��:KHQ�WKH�
0L*V�VSOLW�ZLWK���JX\V�JRLQJ�KLJK�DQG�
RQH�JRLQJ�ORZ�(G�FDOOHG�WR�MHWWLVRQ�DOO�
H[WHUQDOV��IXHO�WDQNV��UDFNV�DQG�URFNHW�
SDFNV��DQG�ZH�KHDGHG�GLUHFWO\�RXW�WR�
VHD��$W�IXOO�VSHHG�ZLWK�DERXW�������RI�
JDV�OHIW�ZH�ZHQW�ULJKW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�GHFN�
DQG�,�UHPHPEHU�VHHLQJ�DQ�DLUVSHHG�RI�
RYHU�����NQRWV��

/DVW�PLVVLRQV�ZHUH�ÀRZQ�WKH�HQG�
RI�1RYHPEHU��������0RVW�RI�WKH�ÀLJKW�
FUHZV�ZRXOG�À\�KRPH�RQ�D�³0DJLF�

Carpet” airliner from Clark AFB. An 
IHZ�XQOXFN\�RI¿FHUV�DQG�PRVW�RI�WKH�
men would remain onboard for the 
month-long voyage across the Indian 
Ocean, around the Cape of Good Hope, 
across the South and North Atlantic to 
Norfolk. Due to a jurisdictional quirk, 
those pilots due to airlift back could 
not depart until ,QWUHSLG�chopped back 
to the Atlantic Fleet somewhere in the 
Indian Ocean. They spent a boring week 
at Cubi playing touch-football early 
in the morning before it got too hot, 
followed by swimming and afternoon 
naps. At least, they could go to the club 
for a legal drink and… they were not 
getting shot at.

1968

The decision to stand-down VSF-3 
was made while the squadron was in the 
Tonkin Gulf, and all the pilots guessed 
that they would be sent to A-4 or A-7 
ÀHHW�VTXDGURQV�VLQFH�WKH\�KDG�RQO\�
the one combat deployment. However, 
BuPers considered all the time in VSF, 
including time at Alameda for those 
who were VSF-1 or the Det, as sea duty 

VA-45 DET ONE

and distribution was varied with about 
half going to sea-going squadrons. 
Alameda-based VA-152 had returned 
from WestPac in 2ULVNDQ\ (CVA-34) 
and was transitioning from A-1 6N\UDLG�
HUV to A-4 6N\KDZNs. A cadre of pilots 
transferred from VSF-3, and at one 
point, VA-152 owned a dozen Spads 
and a mix of fourteen Bravo and Charlie 
6N\KDZNs. Other ex-VSF-3 A-4Bs went 
to the Navy Reserves, and many were 
reworked and sent to Argentina where 
WKH\�ÀHZ�LQ�WKH�)DONODQGV�:DU��

VSF-1 Med Deploy II & III

CDR Donald K. Wilson assumed 
command of VSF-1 on 14 April, 1967, 
while in Palermo, Sicily. Soon after, 
CVA-38 returned to Norfolk, and VSF-1 
ÀHZ�EDFN�WR�1$6�$ODPHGD��

By August, VSF-1 was transitioning 
to the A-4C. The second cruise began in 
April 1968 with CDR Marty Asbacher 
as the new CO. The “War Eagles” spent 
their second Christmas deployed--in 
Athens this time--but still were consis-
WHQWO\�WKH�À\LQJ�HVW�VTXDGURQ�DERDUG�
,QGHSHQGHQFH�

In late 1968, :DVS was operating in 
the Mediterranean, and VSF-1, as well 
as VA-76, provided a temporary detach-
ment which was never very far from the 
parent squadrons. One wonders what 
the pilots used to ,QGHSHQGHQFH thought 
when they went to the much smaller 
+RUQHW with hydraulic catapults.

Blair Stewart became the next--and 
last--CO of VSF-1. Back in Alameda 
early in 1969, there was a 50% percent 
turnover of pilots and a batch of new 
6N\KDZNs. The training situation was 
complicated because VSF-1 was to re-
vert to its original mission in January, as 
well as remaining committed to CVW-7 
in a contingency status. During work-
ups with ,QGHSHQGHQFH the squadron re-
ceived extra personnel to accommodate 
the <RUNWRZQ�detachment. ,QGHSHQGHQFH 
and <RUNWRZQ�left together for NATO 
exercise “Operation Peacekeeper” in the 
North Atlantic. The VSF-1 Det inter-
cepted a Soviet %HDU two days before 
the actual exercise, and the only deploy-
ment of VSF in its intended role was 
underway. 

During the subsequent visit to Ports-
mouth, England, in September, word of 
VSF-1’s disestablishment arrived. The 
Det stayed out until 11 December. With 
VSF-3 stood down two years before, by 
WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI�������QR�$6:)LW5RQ�
existed as a frontline unit.

Reserves as VSF

VSF-11Xl and -11X2 were created 
on paper in July, 1968, at NAS New Or-
leans as part of the reorganization of the 
Naval Reserve. Flying A-4B Skyhawks, 
these squadrons were to be full-sized, 
but then were cut to only four pilots. 
They went through another shake-up 
of the Reserves and another set of 
designations before settling on VSF-
76 and VSF-86, to be fully manned 
with A-4C/L “Scooters.” While no full 
deployments were made, the “Flying 
Saints” and the “Gators” did two-week 
AcDuTra cruises in :DVS��7LFRQGHURJD 
(recently designated CVS-14) and Ran�
GROSK in 1971.

Ed Moir was in that group: 

2XU�VTXDGURQ�
ZDV�VWRRG�XS�DV�
96)�����SDUW�RI�
1$6�1RUWK�,VODQG�
EDVHG�&$*�����&'5�7RP�6WDQOH\���
2XU�³¿JKWHUV´�ZHUH�$��&V��ZLWK�KLJK�
WHPSHUDWXUH�-����HQJLQHV��:H�ÀHZ�ZLWK�
FHQWHUOLQH�WDQNV�RQO\�RU�VRPHWLPHV�
³VOLFN�´�1RW�EDG�SHUIRUPDQFH�IRU�D�
6FRRWHU��EXW�LW�ZHUHQ¶W�QR�¿JKWHU��$Q\�
ZD\��ZH�KDG�IXQ�DQG�WKH�PLVVLRQ�ZDV�
VXSHU��KDVVOLQJ�DQG�PRUH�KDVVOLQJ��7KH�
ÀLJKW�GHFN�RQ�7LFR��GHVSLWH�QR�UHFHQW�MHW�
H[SHULHQFH��GLG�D�JUHDW�MRE��
:H�KHOG�RXU�FKDQJH�RI�FRPPDQG�

FHUHPRQ\�LQ�7LFRQGHURJD�DW�VHD�LQ�WKH�
6DQ�'LHJR�RSHUDWLQJ�DUHD��6LHUUD�+R�
WHO��7KH�¿UVW�1DY\�5HVHUYH�FKDQJH�RI�
FRPPDQG�KHOG�DW�VHD��,QFLGHQWDOO\��WKH�
LQFRPLQJ�&2��7DPP\�(WKHULGJH��ODWHU�
PDGH�UHDU�DGPLUDO��DV�GLG�D�VTXDGURQ�
PHPEHU��'DYH�*ULJJV��

The embarrassment of a Cuban airlin-
er landing unannounced at New Orleans 
Airport, prompted the local congressman 
to get both reserve VSF squadrons six 
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XV��:H�IXHOHG�DQG�¿OHG�DQG�ZHUH�RQ�
RXU�ZD\�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ�DQ�KRXU��7KH�ÀLJKW�
south was uneventful and Jax approach 
joined up the divisions west of Cecil for 
WKH�À\�RYHU��:H�EURNH�IURP�WKH�ZHGJH�
RQ�WKH�À\�RYHU�SDVV�DQG�ODQGHG�VHTXHQ-
tially in order by aircraft side number. 
7KHQ�ZH�WD[LHG�LQ��¿IWHHQ�DLUFUDIW��LQ�
column, and turned into our parking 
spots “Blue Angels” style.

I was especially proud of Det 1 
that day and will always keep it in my 
memories.

On the launch we lost the 16th 
aircraft due to a catapult malfunction. 
Halfway down the starboard cat track, 
the bridle dropped off the aircraft. The 
A-4 veered left and went overboard at 

the corner of the port bow. Unfortunate-
ly, the aircraft carried overboard one of 
WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�EULGOH�UXQQHUV�DQG�KH�ZDV�
lost at sea. 

The pilot ejected as the aircraft was 
about to go over the side and landed on 
WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�ZLWK�D�IXOO\�GHSOR\HG�
parachute. Thank God for explosive 
spreaders [to open the parachute giving 
the Escapac seat a better than zero-zero 
ejection capability —Ed]. The next prob-
lem was that he was being dragged down 
WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�DW�WKLUW\�NQRWV���)RUWXQDWH-
O\��$(��*DU\�*DUGQHU��RXU�ÀLJKW�GHFN�
troubleshooter) had the presence of mind 
to race into the blossomed parachute 
and collapse it three-quarters of the way 
GRZQ�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�

F-8H &UXVDGHUV²WKH�¿UVW�¿JKWHU�LQ�WKH�
VSF role since VF-92 %DQVKHHV in 1959. 
The powers that be decided not to Car-
Qual the reserves in the F8, and with ap-
proximately one pilot for each &UXVDGHU� 
LW�ZDV�D�À\LQJ�FOXE�RI�WKH�¿UVW�RUGHU��7KH�
fun lasted a little over a year, but with the 
CV concept in effect and no CVS left, 
VSF-76 and VSF-86 were disestablished 
in 1973. Personnel and aircraft became 
the core for today’s VC-13.

Blackbirds as ASWFitRon

Unlike most pilots, LT Larry “Worm” 
Elmore was not confused by orders to 
“VSF” (a simple term and easy to use) 
duty. After cruising with the notorious 
Youthly Puresome as a “Snake” (VA-86), 
he had left active duty, tried the airlines 
in the hire-to-fast-furlough era, joined 
WKH�UHVHUYHV�ZKHUH�KH��³«ZDV�À\LQJ�P\�
buns off in A4Cs from Los Al and Point 
Mugu,” when he got a call from CDR 
John Paganelli, his OpsO in VA-86 and 
then the skipper of VA-45. He asked 
Worm to come back on active duty to 
be the LSO and Ops O of the A-4C Det 
that was going to deploy in ,QWUHSLG�. 
The original OinC cancelled and Elmore 
had the job. As he says, “It turned out to 
be the best deal I had in 20 years in the 
Navy.”
,QWUHSLG�and VA-45 Det-11 left Nor-

folk in April and returned mid-October, 
1971. She made only one run into the 
Mediterranean. Most operations were 
in the North Atlantic, including “Blue 
Nose” forays above the Arctic Circle—
stomping grounds for the Soviet North-
ern Fleet. Ports of call were Lisbon, Kiel, 
Naples, Cannes, Barcelona, Hamburg, 
Copenhagen, Greenock, Rosyth, Ports-
mouth and Bergen. Det-11 made over 
125 intercepts on Russian %HDUV��%DG�
JHUV��%OLQGHUV��VHYHUDO�6RYLHW�¿JKWHUV�
and bagged more hours and traps than 
a typical pilot on a Med deployment. A 
best deal indeed.

There were so many intercepts that 
some of the snoopers became familiar. 
Worm joined on a Bear (Tu-95) whose 
tail gunner was friendly and would wave 
and hold up the box lunch he was eating 
(yes, Elmore was that close). He once 
held up a sign in English that said, “How 
do you do?” A few days later, Elmore 

Al Alvarez, who had led VA-45 
Det–1 on a three month deployment 
with a small detachment and again as 
a full size squadron to the Med for six 
months in Intrepid, wrote this about the 
À\�RII�DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�&HFLO�)LHOG�LQ�0D\�
1973:

The picture was taken 10 miles west 
of NAS Cecil Field by the number 15 
man who dropped into the open slot 
after photo was taken.

It was a very rewarding day. 
7KH�866�,QWUHSLG�À\�RII�GHVWLQDWLRQ�
was NAS Quonset PT. Admiral Cassell, 
our former CARGRU commander, had 
HYHU\�IXHO�WUXFN�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�

VA-45 Fly-off 
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held up a sign in Russian that said, 
“Come on back with me.” The Russian 
had a good laugh. 

Det-11 was doing so well that in Au-
gust, 1971, VA-45 Det-1 was established 
with A-4Es for a follow-on ,QWUHSLG 
deployment. LCDR Raoul Alvarez was 
the OinC. Det-11 returned in Novem-
ber, turned in their seven A-4 Charlies 
and disbanded the following month. At 
the start of 1972 an increase in size was 
authorized with the intention of splitting 
off Det-2 for deployment on the remain-
ing PacFlt CVS, 7LFRQGHURJD. This did 
not happen.

After a CarQual session on CVT-16 
/H[LQJWRQ��'HW���WRRN�¿YH�$��(V�WR�VHD�
in ,QWUHSLG in March and April of 1972 
for an exercise with the Spanish and Por-
tuguese navies. At Cecil, command of 
the mother-squadron went from Pagan-
elli to Joe Gilmore. The Det left 9 July as 
part of CVSG-56 with three S-2 “Stoof” 
and a helo squadron.

While some pilots worried about 
“missing the war”, Al Alvarez had 
ÀRZQ�6N\UDLGHUV in combat as a VA-145 
6ZRUGVPDQ in ,QWUHSLG��Interestingly, 
considering his assignment to the VA-
45 VSF Detachment, VSF-3 was also 
onboard ,QWUHSLG as part of CVW-10. He 
then instructed in VT-21 as it transitioned 
to the TA-4 before joining the %ODFN�
ELUGV. 

A major change came in August, 
1972. During October and November of 
the previous year, on the way home after 
a Med cruise, 6DUDWRJD added VS-28 
and HS-7 to Airwing 3 and operated in 
the vicinity of Bermuda. The combined 
airwing was tasked with anti-submarine 
duty, convoy escort and short and long 
range strikes against sea and land targets. 
Although 6DUDWRJD was designated CV-
60 on 30 June, 1972, the practical transi-
tion from CVA to CV was interrupted 
E\�¿QDO�HIIRUWV�LQ�9LHWQDP��7R�VXSSRUW�
/LQHEDFNHU�,,, LantFlt carriers 6DUDWRJD 
and $PHULFD (CVA-66) made emergency 
deployments to the Tonkin Gulf. In 
order to meet the requirement for two 
carriers with attack squadrons in the 
Mediterranean, ComNavAirLant, ADM 
Michaelis, boosted VA-45 Det-1 to a 
sixteen airplane unit with the missions 
of conventional and nuclear attack, all 

while continuing task group air defense. 
The Chief of Naval Personnel authorized 
new CDR Alvarez, who had screened for 
an A-7 squadron, to wear the Command-
at-Sea insignia since his position was the 
equivalent of a squadron command. And 
D�GLI¿FXOW�RQH�DW�WKDW��
,QWUHSLG¶V North Atlantic deployment 

was cut short and Det-1 was back at 
Cecil on October 19. As CDR Alvarez 
later wrote:
7KH�XQLTXH�VLWXDWLRQ�XQGHU�ZKLFK�WKLV�

XQLW�PDGH�LWV�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�D���RI�
¿FHU�����PDQ����SODQH�96)�'HWDFKPHQW�
WR�D����RI¿FHU������PDQ�����SODQH�PXOWL�
SXUSRVH�FRPPDQG�LQ����ZHHNV�VKRZV�
DJDLQ�WKDW�WKH�1DY\�VWLOO�³&DQ�'R�´�
$JDLQ��LW�ZDV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�%OXHMDFNHW��
ZLWK�KLV�ELWFKLQJ�DQG�VZHDULQJ�DERXW�
���KRXU�GD\V�DQG���GD\�ZRUN�ZHHNV��WKDW�
JRW�WKH�MRE�GRQH��7R�VD\�WKDW�WKLV�FRP�
PDQG�LV�XQLTXH�LV�RQO\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�QRW�
VLQFH�::,,�KDV�RQH�XQLW�EHHQ�DVNHG�WR�
EXLOG�XS�VR�IDVW�DQG�WDNH�RQ�WKH�IXOO�EDJ�
RI�PLVVLRQV�LQ�VXFK�D�VKRUW�WLPH�

7KH�FRPPDQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�RI�SDUHQW�
squadron VA-45, Paganelli and his suc-
cessor, Joe Gilmore, also deserve credit 
for the transition. At NAS Cecil, VA-45 
began training pilots and acquiring 
A-4Es for the build up while the small 
Det was still at sea; all while continuing 
instrument and transition training with 
sixteen TA-4F/Js. Remarkably, by June 
1973, the squadron had achieved 34,000 
DFFLGHQW�IUHH�À\LQJ�KRXUV��7KH�H[SDQGHG�
Det-1 was ready when ,QWUHSLG deployed 
again November 29, 1972. VA-45 Det-1 
returned in May, 1973, from Sixth Fleet 
operations on what was the swan song of 
VSF.

The .LWW\KDZN (CV-63) went to a 
peacetime WestPac cruise in 1975 with 
WKH�ODVW�WZR�ÀHHW�VTXDGURQV�RI�6��V��
From then on S-3 9LNLQJV were an inte-
gral part of all airwings. Two VF squad-
rons with F-4s or F-14s would defend the 
task force. VSF was no more.

(G��1RWH��3DUW�,�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH�ZDV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
WKH�6SULQJ������LVVXH�RI�WKH�$��(YHU��7R�RUGHU�
D�FRS\�RI�WKDW�LVVXH�����VKLSSLQJ�DQG�KDQGOLQJ���
HPDLO�WKH�HGLWRU�DW�KLFNHUV#EHHFUHHN�QHW��
0HPEHUV�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�HOHFWURQLF�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�
MRXUQDOV�WKURXJK�WKH�5HDG\�5RRP�3ULYDWH�3DJHV�
�ZZZ�VN\KDZN�RUJ��
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“Sand Blower” captures a four-plane division of heavily-loaded A-4s in their element: 
low and fast, enroute to the target.
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FRQWLQXHG���

Way Up North

Flight Deck

As always, Puresome was glad when 
DOO�WKH�EULH¿QJ�DQG�VLWWLQJ�DURXQG�WUXVVHG�
XS�LQ�ÀLJKW�JHDU�ZDV�¿QDOO\�LQWHUUXSWHG�
by the chatter of the teleprompter order-
ing the pilots for the 1100 launch to man 
their planes. Waddling out of Ready Room 
Four-Starboard and up the long escalator 
that took him from below the hangar deck 
LQ�WKH�FRQVWULFWHG��ÀXRUHVFHQW�OLW�LQQDUGV�RI�
WKH�VKLS�WR�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN��KH�ZDV�JUDWHIXO�
to step out into the catwalk and the real 
world of sunlight, sky, wind, steam, and 
WKH�SDUWLFXODU�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�ÀDJV�VQDSSLQJ�
on their halyards, the movement of men 
DQG�PDFKLQHV�RQ�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN��DQG�WKH�
slow heave of the dark sea around him.

7KH�DLUFUDIW�RQ�WKH�FURZGHG�ÀLJKW�
deck came to life in their turns; aircraft 
and ordnance checks were completed, and 
squadron personnel scurried out of the 
way with their gear and aircraft tie-down 
chains. Puresome held his brakes and 
watched the yellow-shirted taxi director as 
WKH�)R[WURW�ÀDJ�UDQ�XS�LWV�KDO\DUG�DQG�WKH�
JUHDW�ÀLJKW�GHFN�KHDOHG�RYHU�DV�WKH�FDSWDLQ�
turned the carrier into the wind, and the 
¿UVW�DLUFUDIW�ZKRVKHG�RII�WKH�ZDLVW�DQG�
IRUZDUG�FDWDSXOWV��7KH�\HOORZ�VKLUW�¿QDOO\�
started giving hand signals, and  
Puresome carefully followed his direc-
tions, joining the elephant parade to the 
forward catapults.

Launch: Ready!

After being successively passed through 
several other yellow shirts, Puresome was 
SRVLWLRQHG�MXVW�EHKLQG�WKH�MHW�EODVW�GHÀHFWRU�
for the number two catapult, which was the 
starboard twin of two shuttle tracks that ran 
from just forward of the antennae-bristling, 
RI¿FH�EXLOGLQJ�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�³,V-
land” on up to the bow of the ship. As the 
aircraft in front of him was being posi-
tioned on the catapult, a sailor in goggles 
and Mickey Mouse helmet came up to 
the port side of his cockpit and held up a 
chalk board with his airplane’s expected 
gross weight written on it. As part of his 
SUHÀLJKW�SODQQLQJ��3XUHVRPH�KDG�WDOOLHG�XS�
the weight of the basic airplane, fuel, tanks, 
bombs, 20mm ammunitions, and minus 
the weight of his perspiration and nervous 
last pees. This was important, because the 
gross weight was cranked into the steam 
FDWDSXOWV�VR�WKH\�ZRXOG�¿UH�WKH�DLUFUDIW�
into the air with enough speed to make it 
À\��7KH�FKDONERDUG�¿JXUH�ZDV�VRPH�WKUHH�

hundred pounds too low, and Puresome 
made upward gestures with the palm of his 
OHIW�KDQG��7KH�VDLORU�HUDVHG�WKH�¿UVW�¿JXUH�
DQG�DGGHG�DQ�DXWRPDWLF�LQFUHPHQW�RI�¿YH�
hundred pounds and scribbled it on the 
chalkboard. Puresome gave him a thumbs-
XS�LQ�DJUHHPHQW��¿JJHULQJ�WKH�H[WUD�WKXPS�
the few extra pounds would make to the 
catapult setting would not rip the attach-
ment points off his aircraft, and, after all, 
as the Child Bride maintained, more was 
DOZD\V�EHWWHU��2WKHU�ÀLJKW�GHFN�KDQGOHUV�
attached a long, metal tiller bar to the nose 
wheel of the A-4 to position the airplane 
for the last tricky few feet critical to proper 
catapult alignment. 

The aircraft in front of him whooshed 
down the catapult track in a roar of noise 
and steam. As the great metal barrier of the 
MHW�EODVW�GHÀHFWRU�ORZHUHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�KLP��
Puresome locked onto the signals of the 
ÀLJKW�GLUHFWRU�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�XVHG�KLV�WKURW-
tle to slowly move the aircraft forward, foot 
by careful foot, the yellow shirt talking to 
him with tiny hand signals, holding brakes 
evenly while a crew of sailors underneath 
the aircraft attached the bridle that connect-
ed the catapult shuttle to the wing root and 
D�GRJERQH�VKDSHG�KROGEDFN�¿WWLQJ�EDFN�E\�
the arresting hook that was made to hold 
back the A4, straining at takeoff power, 
until the force of the catapult stroke broke 
WKH�ZHDN�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�¿WWLQJ��DQG�DOORZHG�
the aircraft to hurtle down the catapult track 
at the designed pressure. 

Aim!

Very, very slowly, Puresome added 
power for his nosewheel to go up and over 
the catapult shuttle, careful not to come 
down the front side fast enough to jerk the 
KROGEDFN�¿WWLQJ�DQG�SRVVLEO\�ZHDNHQLQJ�
or breaking it, which would be poor form, 
since the whole procedure would have to 
be repeated, causing a delay in the launch 
and much yelling by the Captain of the 
Boat, who was watching the launch from 
KLV�JODVV�RI¿FH�KLJK�LQ�WKH�LVODQG�

The tow-bar was disconnected and a 

VTXDGURQ�TXDOLW\�FRQWURO�¿QDO�FKHFNHU�LQ�
a black and white jersey rapidly moved 
around the airplane in a last look at any-
thing wrong with the airplane. Sidewinder 
411 looked good, and the checker gave 
D�WKXPEV�XS�WR�WKH�FDWDSXOW�RI¿FHU�DQG�
hustled out of the way.

7KH�FDWDSXOW�RI¿FHU�SRLQWHG�KLV�¿QJHU�
at Puresome with his left hand and made a 
WZR�¿QJHU�WZLUOLQJ�JHVWXUH�DERYH�KLV�KHDG�
with his right hand, which was the signal 
for the pilot to run his throttle to full power. 
Puresome shoved the throttle forward with 
his left hand and checked his engine instru-
PHQWV��6DWLV¿HG��KH�PDGH�D�¿QDO�FRQWURO�
check with the stick; then, he looked at the 
FDWDSXOW�RI¿FHU��ZKR�ZDV�VWLOO�SRLQWLQJ�DW�
KLP�DQG�WZLUOLQJ�WZR�¿QJHUV��3XUHVRPH�
saluted him, put his head back against the 
headrest. He locked his left elbow to keep 
the throttle pushed to full throttle with his 
left hand, and he dropped his right hand 
WR�KLV�FURWFK��KLV�¿QJHUV�VSUHDG�WRZDUG�WKH�
stick. He braced himself, looking straight 
ahead while the aircraft roared and shook 
at full power, awaiting the pleasure of the 
FDWDSXOW�RI¿FHU�

7KH�FDWDSXOW�RI¿FHU�UHWXUQHG�<RXWKO\¶V�
salute, and still whirling his right hand 
DERYH�KLV�KHDG��SRLQWHG�KLV�OHIW�¿QJHU�WR�
clear in succession the aircraft area and the 
catapult track, before pointing to the sailor 
ZKR�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\�SXQFK�WKH�FDWDSXOW�¿U-
ing button and had both hands in the air as 
a signal that all was still well in that depart-
PHQW��DQG�WKHQ�SRLQWLQJ�¿QDOO\��EDFN�WR�WKH�
aircraft itself.

Fire!

6DWLV¿HG��KH�NQHOW�DQG�VZHSW�KLV�ULJKW�
KDQG�IRUZDUG�DQG�GRZQ��DV�D�VLJQDO�WR�¿UH�
the catapult. The sailor manning the cata-
pult launch station dropped his hands and 
SXQFKHG�WKH�¿ULQJ�EXWWRQ��6LGHZLQGHU�����
squatted under the huge pull of the catapult 
VKXWWOH��WKH�KROGEDFN�¿WWLQJ�EURNH��DQG�WKH�
A-4 roared down the catapult track in a 
cloud of steam.

$OO�3XUHVRPH�NQHZ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�&DR�
1XQJ�EULGJH�ZDV�ZD\�XS�1RUWK�

“Way up North” meant lots of feet dry 
time, stooging around at low altitude over 
North Viet Nam, and lots of opportunity 
IRU�2O¶�*RPHU�WR�ÀLQJ�6$0V�DQG�)ODNV�
and MiGs at Happy Alpha Strikers trying 
to blow up their bridge. At this stage of the 
game, Puresome understood it involved a 
certain amount of peril to the sanctity of his 
beautocks. 

Nouc Maum Supply Line

Located between Hanoi and commie 
China, the bridge was part of the Nouc 
Maum supply pipeline, vital to the North 
Vietnamese war effort. Word had come 
to the airwing from the highest levels for 
“Brave Amurican Boys” to dissemble 
the bridge with extreme prejudice. Piles 
of computer printouts, staff studies, and 
IUDJ�RUGHUV�GLVWLOOHG�LQWR�D�VTXDGURQ�ÀLJKW�
schedule with Puresome’s name on it��

7KH�ELJ�SLFWXUH was a maximum air 
wing effort laid on to place an obscene 
number of big 
bombs in close 
enough vicinity of 
the target to math-
ematically insure 
that the bridge 
and its approaches 
would be severely 
cratered, thus inter-
UXSWLQJ�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�
¿VK�VDXFH�WR�WKH�HQHP\��7KH�VPDOO�SLFWXUH 
was Puresome having an extreme attack of 
the chickenshits. 

The reason was the new guy in the 
game called Mr. SAM. While the airwing 
was off in Hong Kong buying out the Chi-
na Fleet Club and comporting itself with 
zest, all those SAM sites that MacNamara’s 
minions had watched so carefully had 
gotten built and Surprise! Surprise! Started 
shooting down Yankee Air Pirates with 
abandon. The thing was, they were a new, 

unknown, James Bond infallible space-
age threat, and Puresome was blinded 
by science. He did not yet know if he 
could out jink some electronic genius 
robot telephone pole with his name on it. 
/RRNLQJ�DW�DOO�WKH�UHG��WZHQW\�¿YH�PLOH�
SAM range circles that his Alpha Strike 
would pass through on the threats brief-
ing chart in the Integrated Operational 
Intelligence Center, he knew he would 
probably get to see the Elephant and its 
long, yellow teeth.

7KH�DLU�ZLQJ�EULH¿QJ�LQ�WKH�,�2�,�&��
¿OOHG�WKH�VSDFH�ZLWK�D�VHHPLQJ�FDVW�RI�D�
thousand Big Hats, briefers of all sorts, 
grim-faced aircrew, and intelligence 
pogues. Complex, multi-colored dia-
grams on butcher paper were displayed 
on easels, and computer banks whirred 
and gleeped in the background. The Al-
pha Strike was being led by a division of 
6XQGD\�3XQFKHUV�$��V��FDUU\LQJ�¿YH�0N�
84 2,000 pound bombs; two divisions of 
A-4Es from the Sidewinders and Blue 
Hawks, carrying a 2,000 pounder on the 

centerline station; two 300 gallon drop 
tanks, and two 500 pound bombs on the 
outboard stations. The Black Aces would 
SURYLGH�IRXU�)R[�)RXUV�IRU�ÀDN�VXSSUHV-
sion, and the Jolly Rogers would provide 
TARCAP MiG protection. Because the 
distance was so great, two A-3 :KDOHV 
ZRXOG�LQ�ÀLJKW�UHIXHO�WKH�$��V�DV�ZHOO�DV�
the 3KDQWRPV enroute to the target. Then 
there were the usual RESCAP and wet-
wing A-4s, BARCAP 3KDQWRPV, )XGGV, 
ECM A-3s, and the RA-5C to swoop 

by and take commemorative eight-by-ten 
glossy pictures of the whole post-strike 
mess.

Mr. SA-2’s Envelope

Puresome listened intently as the 
,QWUXGHU leader described the navigation 
to the target. After refueling and transiting 
the Gulf at 22,000 feet, a descent would 
be started for the strike group to go feet 
dry just north of Haiphong at an altitude of 
3500 feet above ground level, which would 
be maintained until pop-up at the target. 
After Mr. SA-2 the SAM had recently start-
ed shooting down U.S. aircraft with some 
regularity, Alpha Strike tactics had changed 
from steaming in at altitude and sixty 
degree bomb runs to a 3500 foot above 
ground ingress, which would theoretically 
keep the aircraft above most of the rocks 
DQG�VPDOO�DUPV�JURXQG�¿UH�GLUHFWHG�DW�WKHP�

from below, and situate 
the aircraft theoretically 
just below the SAM en-
velope. 

Puresome was happy 
enough to be down in 
the weeds, which was 
the 6FRRWHU¶V natural 
habitat; what he didn’t 
care for particularly was 

popping a heavily loaded A-4 up to around 
twelve thousand feet in SAM country for 
a low-speed roll-in over the top to get into 
D�IRUW\�¿YH�GHJUHH�GLYH�ERPE�UXQ�RQ�WKH�
target. 3KDQWRP�ÀDN�VXSSUHVVHUV�FRXOG�
stroke the burners to zoom to altitude; ,Q�
WUXGHUV had two engines and a big, fat wing 
to get them to roll-in; high and slow was 
$���JUDSH�FLW\��$QG�<RXWKO\�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�
anti-grape. 

On the other hand, there was a really 
nice bridge to blow up.

Puresome Unplugged 
~ YP’s Excellent Adventures ~ 

Jack “Youthly Puresome” Woodul

“The thing was, they were a new, unknown, 

James Bond infallible space-age threat, and 

Puresome was blinded by science. He did not yet 

know if he could out jink some electronic genius 

robot telephone pole with his name on it.”

“Puresome was squarely against buggering 

things up, especially if it involved possible 

accusations of Wuss-dom. Figuring that it might 

be close, but he’d deal with it later, Puresome 

decided he would press on. But his gas gauge 

was never far from his mind.”
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The formation divisions loosened up, 
DQG�WKH�WZR�ÀDN�VXSSUHVVRU�3KDQWRPV on 
either side checked ahead with their radars. 
As the strike went feet dry over lava-like 
OLPHVWRQH�NDUVW�KLOOV�DW�WKLUW\�¿YH�KXQGUHG�
feet, funny gawps and gleeps from en-
emy radars painting them were sounding 
in Puresome’s headset, joining the usual 
gabble from various Guard channel warn-
ings. Youthly had hacked his stop clock 
crossing the coast for timing to the target, 
but he had decided to let the ,QWUXGHUV do 
the close navigation and mostly concentrat-
ed on moving his airplane around, watching 
everywhere for threats, and not running into 
DQ\RQH��7KH�FRXQWU\�WXUQHG�ÀDW�DQG�EURZQ�
and green for anyone who had time to care.

Bogeys!  ...not

<RXWKO\¶V�¿UVW�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�WZR�VSHFNV�
fast approaching the strike group from three 
o’clock slightly high was “Holy Shit! Here 
come the MiGs!” He just managed to stuff 
his heart back down in his chest to make the 
bogey call when he recognized the famil-
iar, shark shape of the airplanes; and two 
2ULVNDQ\ F-8s sliced by above, trolling for 
MiGs and checking them out. Puresome al-
ways felt like a fat sheep in formation, and 
KH�HQYLHG�WKH�¿JKWHUV�WKHLU�IUHHGRP�

Dirty Orange Clouds

“6WULNH�JURXS�IURP�3XQFKHU�2QH��SXVK�
µHP�XS�´ the ,QWUXGHU lead called for the 
group to accelerate to 450 knots for the 
run-in to the target. Puresome cobbed his 
throttle and maneuvered to maintain his 
formation position as Skip lead moved the 
division of A-4s in loose trail of the ,QWUXG�
HUV; and the Blue Hawk division eased in 
trail of the Snakes. 

Puresome was bouncing along at 450 
knots with the ground whipping by and the 
initial point for the bomb run approaching, 
when a great, dirty orange cloud appeared 
between his division of A-4s and the lead-
ing A-6s. “'DPQ�” he thought perplexedly, 
“WKDW�PXVW�EH�DW�OHDVW�D�����PLOOLPHWHU�ÀDN�
JXQ�WR�PDNH�DQ�H[SORVLRQ�WKDW�ELJ!”

He was still thinking about that when 
he saw four contrails streaking toward 
aircraft high at twelve o’clock. Someone 
called “*XQWUDLQ�7$5&$3��6$0V��6$0V��
%5($.��%5($.�” And immediately, 
more dirty, orange clouds appeared in the 
middle of the strike group, and its cohesion 
fell apart completely as airplanes franti-
cally dove to the deck. As Puresome rolled 
inverted and dived, a streak the size of a 

telephone pole whizzed through his periph-
eral vision. 

Puresome didn’t bust his ass pulling the 
heavily-loaded A-4 out of his dive, but there 
were airplanes everywhere racing around in 
different directions, trying to avoid SAMs, 
WKH�JURXQG��PLG�DLUV��DQG�QRZ��ÀDN��*RPHU�
was shooting and there were tracers and 
DQJU\�ÀDN�EXUVWV�HYHU\ZKHUH�

Pipper & Pickle

Things began to sort themselves out. 
Puresome realized that the dam and little 
lake he and other aircraft were racing 
around was the Initial Point to bomb the 
bridge. He knew where he was and where 
the target was, and strike aircraft were at 
least beginning to circulate in the same 
direction. Puresome had the throttle safety-
wired in the 100 per cent position, and he 
built up as much speed as he could. When 
Puresome saw a couple of A-6s start to 
zoom climb, popping up to make their at-
tack, he pulled the nose up and zoomed to 
follow them back up into the SAM enve-
lope. 

Sure enough, the bridge was where 
it was supposed to be; and as Puresome 
slowly rolled inverted at the top of his 
climb and began his dive, in the instant 
before the preceding A-6s bombs struck, he 
had a crystal clear, frozen-in-time picture 
of a man on a bicycle in the middle of the 
bridge. But then he was diving and had just 
put his pipper on the bridge when it disap-
SHDUHG�LQ�WKH�H[SORVLRQ�RI�DW�OHDVW�¿YH������
pound bombs. Puresome pressed on and 
pickled, bombing the smoke.

Water Buffalo Level

But the 2000 pounder on his centerline 
station had not thunked off with the other 
two bombs, and Puresome mushed through 
his customary seven-G pull-out��<$$$$$� 
Leaving the throttle cobbed, he headed for 
the Gulf as fast and as low as he could go. 

The rest of the strike group was bomb-
ing and streaking for the Gulf, too, indi-
vidually and in little groups. Puresome was 
alone, going at the speed of stink at water 
buffalo level--he would take his chances 
with rocks and arrows. Although he now 

³8QKKKKKKK�´ Puresome grunted 
under the force of the stroke. His vision 
blurred, and he grabbed the control stick 
as it moved aft to his waiting hand, and he 
held the stick in this position. Suddenly, 
the force released him and Puresome found 
KLPVHOI�À\LQJ��

Options

Once again, the system had worked, 
and he had not heard the warning tone that 
his squadron had wired into the altitude 
bug on the radar altimeter and that Youthly 
routinely set at thirty feet for launch. If that 
tone came on while he was still more or 
less blind from the force of the catapult, he 
had the choice of cleaning off his external 
stores with the emergency T-handle and 
KRSLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�WKHQ�À\��RU�KROGLQJ�
the stick with his right hand and pulling the 
secondary ejection handle between his legs 
and shelling out of the airplane. A success-
ful catapult launch always made Puresome 
remember the old saying, “Being cata-
pulted off a carrier was the next best thing 
to actual sex, provided the launchee had not 
been circumcised…”

Puresome rolled into a starboard clear-
ing turn as he retracted his landing gear; 
then, he rolled back to the Foxtrot Corpen, 
the ship’s launch heading, and let the air-
craft accelerate. Approaching two hundred 
NQRWV��KH�UHWUDFWHG�WKH�ÀDSV�DQG�FRQWLQ-
ued to accelerate out in front of the ship. 
Finally, at ten miles, he turned port and 
started his climb to the squadron rendez-
vous altitude.

Gas ‘n Go

The ship completed the launch; the 
aircraft assembled into squadrons, and the 
squadrons took their places in the strike 
formation. Following the A-6s, the Alpha 
Strike headed north up the Gulf of Tonkin. 
Almost immediately, the F-4s started refu-
eling from the port A-3 :KDOH tanker, and 
the A-4s began tanking from the starboard 
:KDOH.

Since the ,QWUXGHUV didn’t need any gas 
and Youthly’s division was next in forma-
WLRQ�EHKLQG�WKH�$��V��WKH\�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�
A-4s to tank. The four Snake aircraft lined 
up in left echelon on the :KDOH¶V port side 
and abeam the refueling drogue. Youthly 
watched Skip Lead slide over behind the 

drogue, sneak up and stab his refueling 
probe into the basket and begin to take on 
fuel. When he had received his fuel, he 
backed out and moved over to a station on 
the starboard side of the :KDOH.

Puresome was next, so he slid over 
below and behind the basket. Looking up 
through the top of his windscreen, he stabi-
lized his position momentarily, then added 
a little bit of power and started moving up 
and in toward the basket. As his refueling 
SUREH�JRW�FORVH��WKH�DLUÀRZ�DURXQG�WKH�QRVH�
of the A-4 moved the basket out to the right; 
but Youthly had expected the movement 
and guided the probe into the middle of the 
basket, where it coupled with the refueling 
¿WWLQJ��6ORZO\��KH�SXVKHG�DERXW�WKUHH�ULQJ�
marks on the hose back into the belly of the 
:KDOH and awaited the amber standby light 
at the base of the hose to go out, and the 
green light, indicating transfer, to go on.

Or not...

But it didn’t happen. Flying close 
formation underneath the :KDOH¶V alu-
minum overcast belly, Puresome pushed 
the hose in further, then backed out some 
and pushed again. No fuel. He cycled his 
aircraft switches and again, no fuel. Finally, 
with the rest of the world waiting behind 
him, he backed out and joined Skip lead on 

the :KDOH¶V starboard side. The next air-
craft slid into position, and took fuel! Pure-
some acknowledged that the problem was 
with his aircraft and decided to hell with it. 
Since the air wing was Ziplip, he couldn’t 
yack about it on the radio; while he could 
probably use hand signals to indicate his 
problem more or less to Skip lead, it would 
bugger things up. Puresome was squarely 
against buggering things up, especially if 
it involved possible accusations of Wuss-
dom. Figuring that it might be close, but 
he’d deal with it later, Puresome decided he 
would press on. But his gas gage was never 
far from his mind.

Feet Dry

:LWK�WDQNLQJ�¿QLVKHG��WKH�WZR�:KDOHV 
DQG�WKH�7$5&$3�¿JKWHUV�GHSDUWHG��DQG�WKH�
A-6s led a great arrowhead of aircraft north 
DERYH�WKH�MXQN�ÀHHW�¿VKLQJ�LQ�WKH�*XOI�RI�
Tonkin. A RESCAP helicopter pilot on the 
North SAR destroyer watched the strike 
pass the sky overhead and wondered what 
the afternoon would bring. 

The karst islands north of Haiphong 
loomed up in the distance, and the ,QWUXGHU 
leader started a slow descent from altitude, 
heading toward the land. Puresome turned 
on his gunsight and set up his ordnance 
switches.

Puresome continued...

realized that you didn’t necessarily auto-
matically die when SAMs came after you, 
KH�¿JJHUHG�WKDW�ZDV�HQRXJK�IRU�RQH�GD\�DQG�
he’d take his chances and stay below the 
SAM envelope, thank you. 

But all that stooging around at low 
altitude and full throttle had put a dent in 
his already meager gas supply, and Pure-
some still had a long way to go. And there 
was that pesky 2000 bomb on his center-
line, which certainly didn’t help his drag 
count any. So he decided to donate it to a 
good cause, at least scaring the crap out of 
a gomer or two. Puresome popped up to 
¿YH�KXQGUHG�IHHW��VSLHG�D�YLOOH�XS�DKHDG�WKDW�
had a couple of trucks in it. He stuck his 
nose down in a ten degree napalm run and 
jettisoned the bomb with his emergency T-
handle in what he hoped was their immedi-
ate vicinity.

Gas Fumes

A Blue Hawk had punched out some-
where behind him, but Puresome was in 
no condition to help. The downed pilot’s 
beeper wailed dejectedly in his headset. 
And above him, SAM was still searching.

Approaching the coast, Puresome joined 
another Blue Hawk A-4, and they egressed 
in combat spread formation, heads swivel-
ing, not being real sure of how close to 
Haiphong their mad dash had taken them. 
They were well out over the water before 
they felt safe enough to climb and check 
each other out for unwanted holes in their 
aircraft.

And Puresome climbed as high as 
he could and poked along at maximum 
range airspeed until he could make an idle 
descent to a straight-in approach and trap 
WR�*XQWUDLQ��+LV�$��ZDV�WRR�OLJKW�WR�À\��EXW�
KH�ÀXWWHUHG�DORQJ�DQG�WUDSSHG�DQ\ZD\��+H�
shut the aircraft down up on the port side 
forward, indicating a fume in his gas tank. 

/DWHU��RYHU�PHGLFLQDO�EUDQG\�LQ�
KLV�VWDWHURRP��3XUHVRPH�SRQGHUHG�WKH�
OHVVRQV�RI�WKH�GD\��6$0V�GLGQ¶W�QHFHV�
VDULO\�NLOO�\RX��$QG�LW¶V�DOO�ULJKW�WR�EH�
VFDUHG�VKLWOHVV��LI�\RX�FDQ�UHJURXS��$QG�
LI�\RX�DUH�VFDUHG�VKLWOHVV�ORQJ�HQRXJK��
\RXU�YRLFH�LVQ¶W�HYHQ�IDOVHWWR�ZKHQ�\RX�
FDOO�WKH�EDOO�ZLWK�JDV�IXPHV�

“Puresome didn’t bust his ass pulling the heavily-

loaded A-4 out of his dive, but there were airplanes 

everywhere racing around in different directions, 

trying to avoid SAMs, the ground, mid-airs, and now, 

ÁDN��*RPHU�ZDV�VKRRWLQJ�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WUDFHUV�DQG�
DQJU\�ÁDN�EXUVWV�HYHU\ZKHUH�µ

“Although he now realized that you didn’t necessarily 

automatically die when SAMs came after you, he 

ÀJJHUHG�WKDW�ZDV�HQRXJK�IRU�RQH�GD\�DQG�KH·G�WDNH�KLV�
chances and stay below the SAM envelope, thank you.”
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Blair David Over the Side Spring 2012 18.1 15 Skyhawk History
Chinn Earl TINS Spring 2012 18.1 18 TINS
Corbett Bruce Crashing the First TA-4 Spring 2012 18.1 12 Skyhawk History
Editors Staff Fact or Fiction?  Inverted Plugs Spring 2012 18.1 14 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Skyhawks Still Slipping the Surly Bonds - Redux Spring 2012 18.1 8 Skyhawk Operations
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Magee Hugh The Nam Dinh Strike Spring 2012 18.1 16 Combat
Mersky Peter Scooter!  The Douglas A-4 Skyhawk Story (Thomason) Spring 2012 18.1 11 Book Review
Postlethwaite Mark 1972 Iron Hand Mission (Painting) Spring 2012 18.1 1 Cover
Sapp Denny Reflections - Viet Nam From Then to Now Spring 2012 18.1 10 Skyhawk History
Smith  R.G. A4D-1s Overhead Spring 2012 18.1 17 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part I Spring 2012 18.1 20 Modeling
Woodul Jack Crubfoot Active Spring 2012 18.1 23 Puresome
Atwell Gene A-4s for Malaysia Part I Summer 2012 18.2 8 Skyhawk History
Duffer  Don Flying the A-4 Skyhawk: A Great Retirement Job Summer 2012 18.2 12 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Sharing Some Skyhawk Heritage Summer 2012 18.2 14 Skyhawk History
Hickerson Bob Skyhawks: The History of the RNZAF Skyhawk (Simms & Lee Frampton) Summer 2012 18.2 21 Book Review
Magee Hugh No Surprise at Bai Thuong Summer 2012 18.2 11 Combat
Simms  Don RNZAF Skyhawks of Kiwi Red 1988 Summer 2012 18.2 1 Cover
Smith R.G. Royal Australian Navy A-4Gs over HMAS Melbourne Summer 2012 18.2 17 R.G.’s Art
Stafford Roy Blues Photo Shoot (almost wipeout) Summer 2012 18.2 16 TINS
Sweeny Chuck Do You Have a DFC? Summer 2012 18.2 15 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part II Summer 2012 18.2 18 Modeling
Woodul  Jack Buffalo Bill Summer 2012 18.2 22 Puresome
Cartwright Allan Dam Busters Photo Shoot Fall 2012 18.3 34 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawks at Oshkosh 2012 Fall 2012 18.3 18 Skyhawk Operations
Editors Staff Skyhawk Aviators - Gordon “Gordo” Gray Fall 2012 18.3 10 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Flying Leatherneck Museum Unveils Restored A-4M Fall 2012 18.3 32 Skyhawk History
Navy U.S. A-4M 160264 Fall 2012 18.3 1 Cover
Rivas Santiago Argentina’s Fighting Hawks Fall 2012 18.3 6 Skyhawk Operations
Ruffer  Jim Aviator’s Secret Mission: Gen Norega’s “Prison of Death” Fall 2012 18.3 30 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. A-4 MiG Victory by T.R. Swartz Fall 2012 18.3 5 R.G.’s Art
Woodul  Jack Happy Trails to You Fall 2012 18.3 38 Puresome
Atwell Gene A-4s for Malaysia Part II Winter 2012-13 18.4 11 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawk’s Rocket-Powered Ejection Seat Winter 2012-13 18.4 14 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter On Heroic Wings: Stories of the DFC (Lanman and Wendling) Winter 2012-13 18.4 10 Book Review
Smith R.G. Marine Tradition Winter 2012-13 18.4 1 Cover
Smth R.G. TA-4 at Point Mugu Winter 2012-13 18.4 9 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part III Winter 2012-13 18.4 18 Modeling
Winchester Jim Broken Arrow! Winter 2012-13 18.4 16 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack After the Beginning (poem) Winter 2012-13 18.4 8 Poem
Woodul Jack The Shrill of the Bagpipes, The Roll of the Drums Winter 2012-13 18.4 22 Puresome
Elmore Larry A-4s Forever (really!) Spring 2013 19.1 14 Skyhawk Operations
Harris Jack Beer Run Spring 2013 19.1 19 TINS
Sapp Denny Outside 1/2 Cuban Eight: The Scooter - Made for Airshows Spring 2013 19.1 11 Skyhawk History
Slocum Scott Skyhawk Ventures A-4C/Warbird Heritage Fdn A-4B at Oshkosh 2012 Spring 2013 19.1 1 Cover
Smith R.G. Blues in Echelon Spring 2013 19.1 15 R.G.’s Art
Soderman Arne VA-164 Ghost Riders Reunite Spring 2013 19.1 16 Reunions 
Stratton Richard Tales of Southeast Asia: The First Day of the Rest of My Life Spring 2013 19.1 7 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack Gone West (poem) Spring 2013 19.1 20 Poem
Woodul  Jack The Rocket’s Red Glare: July 4, 1965 Spring 2013 19.1 21 Puresome
McCoy Earl Skyhawk Ventures’ A-4C Cover Photo Summer 2013 19.2 1 Cover
Williams  Mark Nortwest Members’ Event Summer 2013 19.2 4 Skhawk History
Editors Staff Marine Corps A-4 Pilot First to be Saved by Seawars Summer 2013 19.2 9 Skyhawk History
Sweeney Charles Summer of ‘72 Summer 2013 19.2 10 Skyhawk History
Williams Rusty VMA-214 1965-66: Kaneohe Bay, HI, to Chu Lai, RVN Summer 2013 19.2 14 Skyhawk History
Umbley Helmut Who Packed Your Parachute? Summer 2013 19.2 18 Skyhawk History
Alcorn Ray Tales of Southeast Asia: Don’t Ever Miss Lunch! Summer 2013 19.2 19 Skyhawk History
Schneider Bob Restoration of Fanny Hill - H&MS-14 Det N Summer 2013 19.2 20 Skyhawk Restoration
Verver Gary TINS! Splash Coy Summer 2013 19.2 21 TINS
Woodul Jack Keeper of the Flame Summer 2013 19.2 23 Puresome
Kolasa Rick Skyhawk Ventures’ A-4C and F4U Corair Heritage Flight Fall 2013 19.3 1 Cover
Mersky Peter Hero of the Angry Sky: David S.Ingalls, America’s First Naval Ace Fall 2013 19.3 6 Book Review
Quaid Marvin Scooter Memories: Flying the A-4 Skyhawk in Vietnam Fall 2013 19.3 8 Skyhawk History
Gray Stephen Scooter Memories: Flying the A-4 Skyhawk in Vietnam Fall 2013 19.3 8 Skyhawk History
Wood  Drury The Army A4D Fall 2013 19.3 16 Skyhawk History
Editors  Saff Skyhawk Association Turns 20! Photo Montage Fall 2013 19.3 19 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter Rescue of LCDR Hartman and LT Duthie NVN July 1967 Fall 2013 19.3 20 Skyhawk History
Barker Dick TINS! The Story of Capt Bobby Downing Fall 2013 19.3 21 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. Kuwaiti A-4s Low Over the Desert Fall 2013 19.3 21 R.G.’s Art
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Woodul Jack Of Teeny, Tiny, Tinker Tankers Fall 2013 19.3 23 Puresome
McCoy Earl Heat Waves! Winter 2013-14 19.4 1 Cover
Mersky Peter Before They Were Blacksheep: VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomans Winter 2013-14 19.4 10 Book Review
Smith R.G. Spotting on the Waist Cat Winter 2013-14 19.4 11 R.G.’s Art
Bertrand J.T. A Trip Back in Time: To Vietnam Winter 2013-14 19.4 12 Skyhawk History
Penketh Mike Flying the F4U Corsair: A TINS Tale to End All Winter 2013-14 19.4 17 TINS
Paul Bob New Beginnings for Proud Warriors: VMA-225 Chu Lai 1965 Winter 2013-14 19.4 22 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Restoration Corner: Aging A-4s Achilles’ Heel Winter 2013-14 19.4 23 Skyhawk Restoration
Research  Team Skyhawk Research Thread Winter 2013-14 19.4 30 Skhawk History
Editors Staff The A-4Ever Index: Summer 2004 to Fall 2013 Winter 2013-14 19.4 31 Index
Woodul Jack The Early Worm: A Personal Recollection Winter 2013-14 19.4 38 TAPS
Trombecky Bruce VF-45 A-4E Blackbirds  Spring 2014 20.1 1 Cover
Simms  Don The Skyhawks’Final Resting Place(s) Spring 2014 20.1 7 Skyhawk History
Lane  Fred TA-4G Trainer Joins the Australian Fleet Air Arm Museum Spring 2014 20.1 16 Skyhawk Displays
Woodul Jack The Sound of Round Motors Spring 2014 20.1 21 Puresome
USN Photo  1984 Blues Solos at the Pass Summer 2014 20.2 1 Cover
Pennings Marco Skyhawks Over Israel Summer 2014 20.2 6 Skyhawk Operations
Woodul  Jack Fabled Fifteen:The Pacific War Saga of CAG 15 (Cleaver) Summer 2014 20.2 11 Book Review
Mares  Ernest Shooting Stars Summer  2014 20.2 12 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. RAN A-4Gs over HMAS Melbourne (#359) Summer 2014 20.2 15 R.G.’s Art
Frommelt Todd Skyhawks: Still Slipping the Surly Bonds Summer 2014 20.2 15 Skyhawk Operations
Woodul Jack Hosing Santini Summer 2014 20.2 22 Puresome
Lilienthal Phyllis A-4C 149606 in Simulated Napalm Drop Fall 2014 20.3 1 Cover
Mersky Peter Solitary: The Crash, Captivity and Comeback of an Ace Fighter Pilot (Romm) Fall  2014 20.3 6 Book Review
Gray Steve The First Combat Use of the Walley Weapon System (Part I) Fall 2014 20.3 8 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Draken International and Its Kiwi Skyhawks Fall 2014 20.3 12 Skyhawk Operations
Bittick Johnny The TA-4F Laser Designator Fall 2014 20.3 16 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Building a VA-46 Skyhawk Model as a Memorial Fall 2014 20.3 20 Modeling
Woodul  Jack Cheating Grampaw Pettibone Fall 2014 20.3 21 Puresome
Robinson Mike BAE Skyhawks in Transit Europe to Lakeland, FL. Winter 014-15 20.4 1 Cover
Hickerson Bob Swashbucklers and Black Sheep (Gamble) Winter 014-15 20.4 5 Book Review
Verver Gary China Lake Project 1-63 Winter 014-15 20.4 8 Skyhawk History
Calcaterra Pablo Last Attack of the Halcones Winter 014-15 20.4 20 Skyhawk History
Staff Editors Draken Translant of BAE Skyhawks Winter 014-15 20.4 28 Skyhawk Operations
Brauer Ray Crossdeck 1969 Winter 014-15 20.4 30 Skyhawk History
Tillman Barrett The Breaks of Naval Air: The Further Adventures of Youthly Puresome (Woodul) Winter 014-15 20.4 33 Book Review
Woodul Jack The Great Cubi Shootout Winter 014-15 20.4 34 Puresome
Woodul Jack After the Beginning (poem) Winter 014-15 20.4 35 
Editors Staff The A-4Ever Index: Summer 2004 to Fall 2015 Winter 014-15 20.4 36 Index
Li Hans A-4C and F4U-5NL Legacy Flight at NAS Jacksonville Spring 2015 21.1 1 Cover
Gray Steve The First Combat Use of the Walley Weapon System (Part II) Spring 2015 21.1 6 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter RADM Feightner USN (ret) Honored by Blue Angels Spring 2015 21.1 8 Skyhawk History
Braudt Jimmy Close to the Fight at Chu Lai Spring 2015 21.1 9 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave MODEX: Tail Letters and Side Numbers Spring  2015 21.1 12 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Operation Home Movies Spring  2015 21.1 14 Skyhawk History
Woodul  Jack Going Downtown: The War Against Hanoi and Washington (Broughton) Spring 2015 21.1 15 Book Review
Smith R.G. Blue Angels in Echelon Spring 2015 21.1 17 R.G.’s Art
Mersky Peter Collecting Vintage Plastic Model Airplane Kits (Kodera) Spring 2015 21.1 19 Book Review
Woodul  Jack The Trials of Captain Zoderly Spring 2015 21.1 22 Puresome
Bailey Kevin Flight Experience in TA-4F TM 08 Summer 2015 21.2 1 Cover
Stromberg Russ Ed Harper, Marine (Part I) Summer 2015 21.2 8 Skyhawk History
Fipp Bernie Resurrection Summer 2015 21.2 12 Skyhawk Operations
Vaughan Jeanette Lady Jesse Beck and The Navy Ghost Riders Summer 2015 21.2 14 Skhawk History
Williams Mark Skyhawks In Middle Earth Summer 2015 21.2 16 Skyhawk Displays
Dollarhide Dave TINS! Close Call in the Caribbean Summer 2015 21.2 18 TINS
Mersky Peter Rupert Red Two (Broughton) Summer 2015 21.2 21 Book Review
Woodul Jack Beaver Sinks the Royal Philippine Navy Summer 2015 21.2 22 Puresome
Crebas Frank Draken A-4K with F-35 and F-16 at Edwards AFB Fall 2015 21.3 1 Cover
Stromberg Russ Ed Harper, Marine (Part II) Fall 2015 21.3 8 Skyhawk History
Wolf Terry A Week with Israel’s Last Skyhawk Pilots Fall 2015 21.3 11 Skyhawk History
Amber Rebecca A-4 Skyhawks Support F-35 Operational Testing Fall 2015 21.3 16 Skyhawk Operations
Williams Mark TINS! A Rose is a Rose is a Rose …. Fall 2015 21.3 17 Skyhawk History
Mersky  Peter Ghosts of Atonement: Israeli F-4 Operations During Yom Kippur War (Aloni) Fall 2015 21.3 18 Book Review
Turpen Joe Modelers’ Corner Fall 2015 21.3 19 Modeling
Woodul  Jack The Chugalug Champion of Chase Field Fall 2015 21.3 22 Puresome
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Woodul Jack The Early Worm: A Personal Recollection Winter 2013-14 19.4 38 TAPS
Trombecky Bruce VF-45 A-4E Blackbirds  Spring 2014 20.1 1 Cover
Simms  Don The Skyhawks’Final Resting Place(s) Spring 2014 20.1 7 Skyhawk History
Lane  Fred TA-4G Trainer Joins the Australian Fleet Air Arm Museum Spring 2014 20.1 16 Skyhawk Displays
Woodul Jack The Sound of Round Motors Spring 2014 20.1 21 Puresome
USN Photo  1984 Blues Solos at the Pass Summer 2014 20.2 1 Cover
Pennings Marco Skyhawks Over Israel Summer 2014 20.2 6 Skyhawk Operations
Woodul  Jack Fabled Fifteen:The Pacific War Saga of CAG 15 (Cleaver) Summer 2014 20.2 11 Book Review
Mares  Ernest Shooting Stars Summer  2014 20.2 12 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. RAN A-4Gs over HMAS Melbourne (#359) Summer 2014 20.2 15 R.G.’s Art
Frommelt Todd Skyhawks: Still Slipping the Surly Bonds Summer 2014 20.2 15 Skyhawk Operations
Woodul Jack Hosing Santini Summer 2014 20.2 22 Puresome
Lilienthal Phyllis A-4C 149606 in Simulated Napalm Drop Fall 2014 20.3 1 Cover
Mersky Peter Solitary: The Crash, Captivity and Comeback of an Ace Fighter Pilot (Romm) Fall  2014 20.3 6 Book Review
Gray Steve The First Combat Use of the Walley Weapon System (Part I) Fall 2014 20.3 8 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Draken International and Its Kiwi Skyhawks Fall 2014 20.3 12 Skyhawk Operations
Bittick Johnny The TA-4F Laser Designator Fall 2014 20.3 16 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Building a VA-46 Skyhawk Model as a Memorial Fall 2014 20.3 20 Modeling
Woodul  Jack Cheating Grampaw Pettibone Fall 2014 20.3 21 Puresome
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Staff Editors Draken Translant of BAE Skyhawks Winter 014-15 20.4 28 Skyhawk Operations
Brauer Ray Crossdeck 1969 Winter 014-15 20.4 30 Skyhawk History
Tillman Barrett The Breaks of Naval Air: The Further Adventures of Youthly Puresome (Woodul) Winter 014-15 20.4 33 Book Review
Woodul Jack The Great Cubi Shootout Winter 014-15 20.4 34 Puresome
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Li Hans A-4C and F4U-5NL Legacy Flight at NAS Jacksonville Spring 2015 21.1 1 Cover
Gray Steve The First Combat Use of the Walley Weapon System (Part II) Spring 2015 21.1 6 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter RADM Feightner USN (ret) Honored by Blue Angels Spring 2015 21.1 8 Skyhawk History
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Bailey Kevin Flight Experience in TA-4F TM 08 Summer 2015 21.2 1 Cover
Stromberg Russ Ed Harper, Marine (Part I) Summer 2015 21.2 8 Skyhawk History
Fipp Bernie Resurrection Summer 2015 21.2 12 Skyhawk Operations
Vaughan Jeanette Lady Jesse Beck and The Navy Ghost Riders Summer 2015 21.2 14 Skhawk History
Williams Mark Skyhawks In Middle Earth Summer 2015 21.2 16 Skyhawk Displays
Dollarhide Dave TINS! Close Call in the Caribbean Summer 2015 21.2 18 TINS
Mersky Peter Rupert Red Two (Broughton) Summer 2015 21.2 21 Book Review
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Skyhawk Association
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-RLQ�E\�PDLO� Send payment in US funds to:
Skyhawk Association
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New _______ Years

Renewal $______ Total Enclosed

Join

Referred By _____________________________________________________________________

the Skyhawk Association and get a free patch

Order additional patches
No flight suit/jacket should be without one of 

these outstanding patches. Additional quantities 
may be purchased for $5.00 each ($6 for non-
members) plus $1 postage, by sending your check 
or money order (no credit cards yet, sorry) payable 
to Skyhawk Association along with your name 
address and membership number (found on your 
card) to:

Skyhawk Patch

�����&OXEVLGH�'ULYH
%HDYHUFUHHN��2+�������

One of these outstanding patches will be included with each new membership. Want more than one patch? 
(Who doesn’t?) See ordering info at left.

Memberships are  ��\HDU������� ($35 Foreign)
 ��<HDUV������ ($90 Foreign) in US funds.
YES, Sign me up! Send my patch and membership materials to:

Name  _________________________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________State _________  Zip ________________________

Phone _______________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Call sign/nickname ____________________________A-4 hours ________  A-4 Traps __________

Skyhawk Squadrons:  _____________________________________________________________

Payment may be made with personal check or  
with PayPal       by visiting www.a4skyhawk.org.  
Sorry, we are no longer accepting credit cards.

Back issues from Fall 2004 (Vol 10, No. 4) to Spring 2013 (Vol 19, No. 1) are available, except for the 
following issues (11-4; 14-2; 14-3; 16-1; and 16-2). The stock of some issues is very limited, so act fast. 

$2
Per Issue

(minimum order of three)
postage included! 

(domestic only)

The Editorial Staff is Cleaning House!
Back Issues of The A-4Ever on Sale!
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