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By Todd Frommelt

��)URP�WKH�+XQ��

Todd “The Hun” Frommelt

Good electronic day, 
/DGLHV�DQG�*HQWOHPHQ�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��,V�WKLV�H[FLW-

LQJ�RU�ZKDW��$Q�HOHFWURQLF�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�³-RXUQDO´��1RW�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�H[SHFW�WKLV��WK�LVVXH�
HYHU\�\HDU��EXW�5DYHQ�DQG�6WHSKDQLH�DUH�VXUH�JLYLQJ�LW�D�WU\��
$V�ZLWK�DQ\�¶¿UVW¶��ZH�VXUH�ZDQW�\RXU�FRPPHQWV�DQG�VXJJHV-
WLRQV����VR�¿UH�DZD\�

7KLV�5DYHQ�GHDGOLQH�IRU�-RXUQDO�DUWLFOHV�DQG�D�3UH]�6H]�LV�
D�ELW�HDUO\�EXW�DFWXDOO\�LV�FRPLQJ�DW�D�JRRG�WLPH�IRU�PH��,�ZDV�
JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�WR�LVVXH�P\�ODVW�³EHWZHHQ�WKH�-RXUQDOV´�HPDLO�
QHZVOHWWHU�DV�3UHVLGHQW��VR�P\�RXWOLQH�ZDV�IRUPLQJ�HYHQ�EH-
IRUH�,�JRW�WKH�QRWH��$K�\HV��WKDW�ZRUG�µODVW¶�PLJKW�UDLVH�VRPH�
H\HEURZV���EXW�LW¶V�WUXH��,¶P�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WZR�\HDUV�
DOUHDG\��,W¶V�ÀRZQ�E\�IRU�PH��DQG�,�KDYH�WR�DGPLW�,¶P�ORRNLQJ�
IRUZDUG�WR�VRPH�H[WUD�IUHH�WLPH�DIWHU�WKLV�\HDU¶V�7DLOKRRN�DQG�
WKH�%RDUG�DQG�$QQXDO�PHHWLQJV��%XW�ZKLOH�WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�
RI�WKH�PRUH�GHPDQGLQJ�µYROXQWHHU¶�DVVLJQPHQWV�,¶YH�KDG��LW¶V�
DOVR�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�UHZDUGLQJ��$�ODUJH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKDW�
UHZDUG�FRPHV�IURP�WZR�\HDUV�RI�HQWHUWDLQLQJ��HGXFDWLRQDO�
DQG�HQOLJKWHQLQJ��,�ORYH�LW�ZKHQ�KXPRURXV�DOOLWHUDWLRQ�
ZRUNV���FRQWDFW�ZLWK�\RX�IRONV��:KLOH�,�NQHZ�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�
DOO�WKH�VDPH�OLJKW�DWWDFN�EUHHG��WKH�EXUVW�RI�UHQHZHG�6N\KDZN�
FDPDUDGHULH�WKDW��P\�SHUFHSWLRQ��D�3UH]�JHWV�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
OLNH�QR�RWKHUV�ZDV�MXVW�SODLQ�VKLW�KRW��6RUU\�ODGLHV��%XW�LW�KDV�
PDGH�WKLV�MRE�D�GLVWLQFW�SOHDVXUH��DQG�,�WKDQN�\RX��2Q�WR�VRPH�
JRRG�VWXII�

Tailhook, 6-9 September!�,I�5DYHQ�DQG�6WHSKDQLH�VWLFN�
WR�VFKHGXOH��DGPLWWHGO\�D�ORQJ�VKRW�RQ�WKLV��WKHLU�¿UVW�³HOHF-
WURQLF´�HGLWLRQ��ZH�VKRXOG�KDYH�WKLV�LQ�\RXU�KRW�HPDLO�ER[�LQ�
WLPH�IRU�\RX�WR�JHW�\RXU�EXWWV��VZHHW�EXWWV�IRU�WKH�ODGLHV��RYHU�
WR�5HQR�QH[W�ZHHNHQG��,W¶V�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�FHQWHQQLDOV�WKDW�
ZH¶OO�SDUWDNH�RI��VR�OHW¶V�PDNH�LW�D�VXSHU�VKRZLQJ��2XU�OXQ-

FKHRQ�LV�)ULGD\�1RRQ�
IROORZHG�E\�RXU�$QQXDO�
0HHWLQJ��:H¶YH�JRW�D�
VXSHU�JXHVW�RI�KRQRU��
0DULQH�0DM*HQ��5HW��
-RQ�³*RRVH´�*DOOLQHWWL��
ZKR¶V�VXUH�WR�PDNH�LW�D�
PHPRUDEOH�OXQFKHRQ��
&DOO�0DUN�:LOOLDPV�
���������������RU�
HPDLO�KLP�DW��URJHU�
ZLOFR#FRPFDVW�QHW��WR�
VLJQ�XS�SURQWR��&KHFN�
ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�%RDUG�
PHPEHUV�IRU�GHWDLOV�LI�
\RX¶G�OLNH�WR�MRLQ�XV�
DW�RXU�UHJXODU�%RDUG�
PHHWLQJ�HDUO\�WKDW�VDPH�
PRUQLQJ���:KLOH�RQ�WKDW�
WRSLF��WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�

VHYHUDO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�%RDUG�
UHDFKLQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKHLU�WKUHH�
\HDU�³WRXU´�RI�GXW\��7KLV�\HDU�
WKH\¶UH�*HQH�$WZHOO��*HRUJH�
%ORVVHU��3HWHU�&ROH�DQG�0DUN�
:LOOLDPV��)LUVW��WKDQNV�JHQWOHPHQ�IRU�D�VXSHU�WKUHH�\HDUV��
6HFRQG��WKH\¶YH�DOO�DJUHHG�WR�VWD\�RQ�IRU�DQRWKHU�WKUHH�\HDUV��
LI�WKH�0HPEHUVKLS�VR�GHVLUHV��DQG�ODVWO\��SOHDVH�EH�UHPLQGHG�
WKDW�ZH¶UH�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�IRU�QRPLQDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�ÀRRU�DW�
RXU�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ��3OHDVH�OHW�XV�NQRZ��DV�ZHOO��LI�\RX�KDYH�
DQ\�DJHQGD�LWHPV�\RX¶G�OLNH�XV�WR�FRQVLGHU��<RXU�SDUWLFLSD-
WLRQ�LV�VLQFHUHO\�HQFRXUDJHG��

Membership:�2.��ZH¶UH�VWLOO�LQ�WKDW�PLG�FOLPE�VWDOO�KHUH�
JX\V�DQG�JDOV��DW�OHDVW�ZH�ZHUH�ZKHQ�,�ZURWH�WKLV����-XVW�
RYHU�����DQG�ZH¶UH�VWRSSHG�LQ�RXU�WUDFNV��2QH�TXDUWHU�WR�JR�
WR�PDNH�LW�WR������PHPEHUV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��*LYH�LW�
D�JRRG�VKRW�IRU�PH�LI�\RX�ZRXOG��GR]R��&KHFN�RXW�\RXU�ROG�
FUXLVH�ERRNV��HPDLO�DGGUHVV�OLVWV��\RXU�ERRN�DQG�your bud-
dies email headers����DQG�WKH�IRJJ\�PHPRU\�EDQNV��:H�FDQ�
GR�WKLV���

)RU�H[DPSOH��RQH�RI�RXU�)UHQFK�PHPEHUV��)UDQFN�%HO-
OXFFL��NQHZ�ZH�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�WKH�6LQJDSRUH�
����7UDLQLQJ�6TXDGURQ�LQ�&D]DX[�$%��)UDQFH��+H�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�VPRRWKO\�JHW�DERDUG�WKH�EDVH��JRW�VRPH�SKRWRV��DQG�HYHQ�
JRW�PH�DQ�HPDLO�DGGUHVV��:KLOH�WKH\¶UH�QRW�VD\LQJ�PXFK�\HW��
DW�OHDVW�ZH�QRZ�KDYH�D�IRRW�LQ�WKH�GRRU��:D\�WR�JR�)UDQFN��
7KDQNV�PXFK��+HUH¶V�)UDQFN��FUHDP�VZHDWV��DQG�VRPH�����
6TXDGURQ�$��68¶V����

MajGen (Ret) Gallinetti (You can 
visit the “Goose” at the Rolls 
Royce booth at Hook too!)

������ Skyhawk Association

continued on page 5...
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Cover:�$��0���������WKH�ODVW�SURGXFWLRQ�6N\KDZN��VKRZQ�ZLWK�RULJLQDO�SDLQW�MRE�FLUFD�-XQH�������
5HSULQW�RI�)DOO������FRYHU��7KH�$��(YHU��8�6��1DY\�SKRWR�

��)DOO�������([WUD���

Skyhawk Association���Fall 2012 Extra������

%RE�³5DYHQ´�+LFNHUVRQ�±�&KDLUPDQ�DQG�(GLWRU�
'DYH�'ROODUKLGH�DQG�0DUN�:LOOLDPV���&R�(GLWRUV�
*HQH�$WZHOO�±�:HEPDVWHU�
)HDWXUH�&RQWULEXWRUV��3HWHU�0HUVN\��-DFN�³3XUVRPH´�:RRGXO��-RH�7XUSHQ��*DU\�9HUYHU��
%RRP�3RZHOO��DQG�'DYH�'ROODUKLGH��

________ Published by the Skyhawk Association © 2012 ________
Contributions

:H�DFWLYHO\�VHHN�FRQWULEXWLRQV�IURP�PHPEHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�QHZV��SKRWRV��KLVWRULFDO�GRFX-
PHQWV��DQHFGRWHV�DQG�RWKHU�LWHPV�RI�LQWHUHVW��6XEPLVVLRQV�PD\�EH�HGLWHG�GXH�WR�VSDFH�
OLPLWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�QHZVOHWWHU��&RQWULEXWLRQV�PD\�EH�HPDLOHG�WR�WKH�1HZVOHWWHU�(GLWRU�DW�
VD�MRXUQDO�HGLWRU#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ�RU�PDLOHG�WR�%RE�+LFNHUVRQ�������%DOFRQHV�'ULYH��
)UHGHULFNVEXUJ��7;�������
6WHSKDQLH�'DYLV��JUDSKLFV��VN\KDZN#QFÀLJKW�FRP��3ULQWHG�E\�1&&2$67�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV��0RUHKHDG�&LW\��1&��

7RGG�)URPPHOW�
3UHVLGHQW�DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
WRGGIURPPHOW#URDGUXQQHU�FRP

'DYH�'ROODUKLGH�
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��1DY\��DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
GDYHGROODUKLGH#PVQ�FRP

%LOO�(JHQ�
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��0DULQHV��DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
]HURFHS#HF�UU�FRP

7HUU\�&RRQH\�
6HFUHWDU\�DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
VN\KDZNDVQ#JPDLO�FRP

0DUN�:LOOLDPV�
7UHDVXUHU�DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
UHDG\URRPFRRU#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ

*HQH�$WZHOO�
:HEPDVWHU�DQG�'LUHFWRU��)<�����
JHQHDWZHOO#JPDLO�FRP

*HRUJH�%ORVVHU�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
JHRUJH�EORVVHU#E�[RQOLQH�FRP

3HWH�&ROH�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
SHWHBFROH#YHUL]RQ�QHW

0LNH�(EHUKDUGW�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
WKHEXLFN#DRO�FRP

-RKQ�*DEEDUG�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
YD��#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ

7HG�/DQJZRUWK\�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
)/<%($5#SHRSOHSF�FRP

6WHYH�/LQGHU�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
VWHYH�OLQGHU#�����XVQD�FRP

-RH�7XUSHQ�
'LUHFWRU��)<�����
IRUUHVWDO#IHZSE�QHW

6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ��,QF��
�����&OXEVLGH�'ULYH�
%HDYHUFUHHN��2+�������
VN\KDZNDVQ#JPDLO�FRP�
:HEVLWH��ZZZ�D�VN\KDZN�RUJ�RU��
ZZZ�D�VN\KDZN�RUJ�
'DYLG�:HEHU��$VVW��:HEPDVWHU�
D�ZHE�#YHUL]RQ�QHW

Skyhawk aSSociation, inc.
2I¿FHUV�and�'LUHFWRUV

IN MEMORY OF  
M. DAVIS “WHIZZER” WHITE, D.D.S 

(1939-2007)  
FOUNDER OF THE SKYHAWK ASSOCIATION

7KH�3UH]�6H]��)URP�WKH�+XQ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ���
5�*�¶V�$UW�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
)URP�WKH�(GLWRU��)DOO������([WUD������������������������������������������������������������������������� �
)URP�WKH�$WWLF�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
6FKHGXOLQJ�6WXII��0DUN�\RXU�&DOHQGDU�������������������������������������������������������������� ��
6N\KDZN�3X]]OHU������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��

Argentina’s Fighting Hawks 
E\�6DQWLDJR�5LYDV����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Skyhawk Aviator - Gordon “Gordo” Gray 

Flight Notes - *RUGRQ�³*RUGR´�*UD\����������������������������������������������������������� �� 
Bio - 6$�(GLWRULDO�6WDII���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
Speed Record - -LP�:LQFKHVWHU�������������������������������������������������������������������� �� 
Photos������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Skyhawks at Oshkosh 2012 
%\�'DYH�'ROODUKLGH�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Aviator’s Secret Mission: General Noriega’s “Prison of Death” 
%\�-LP�5XIIHU��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Flying Leatherneck Museum Unveils Restored A-4M 
%\�6$�(GLWRULDO�6WDII���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Golden Dragon Photo Shoot 
%\�$OODQ�&DUWZULJKW�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Puresome Unplugged: +DSS\�7UDLOV�WR�<RX�
%\�-DFN�<RXWKO\�3XUHVRPH�:RRGXO�������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��
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Continued from page 2...

Last A-4 off the McDonnell Douglas production line 
restored!�7KDW¶V�ULJKW���������ZDV�XQYHLOHG�DW�7KH�)O\LQJ�
/HDWKHUQHFN�0XVHXP�DW�0&$6�0LUDPDU�RQ�-XO\���VW���DQG�
VKH¶V�D�EHDXW\��,W�ZDV�GRQH�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�IRUPXOD�KRXVH�SDLQW��
DQG�ZH¶UH�KRSLQJ�LW¶OO�ODVW�D�ZKLOH���EHFDXVH�LW�ORRNV�MXVW�VSHF-
WDFXODU��*HQHUDO�³7KXQGHU´�%XWFKHU�FRQGXFWHG�WKH�FHUHPRQ\��
DQG�,�ZDV�VXUH�KDSS\�WR�EH�WKHUH�ZLWK�D�JRRG�FURZG�RI�
6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�0DULQH�$���W\SHV��7KDQNV�IRU�DOO�
\RXU�VXSSRUW�

New SDO’s!�7KDW¶V�ULJKW��ZH¶YH�JRW�WZR�QHZ�6'2¶V�
VLJQHG�XS�IRU�RXW¿WV�QRW�SUHYLRXVO\�FRYHUHG�E\�RXU�JXLGRQ�
EHDUHUV��)LUVW��D�ZDUP�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�³:HOFRPH�$ERDUG´�
DQG�RXU�VLQFHUH�WKDQNV�IRU�YROXQWHHULQJ��:H�KDYH�.HQ�$QJVW�
JRLQJ�WR�ZRUN�DV�WKH�9&����6'2��NHQDQJVW#FFFRPP�
QHW��DQG�5RQ�µ%DQW\¶�0DUURQ�IRU�WKH�9$����*UHHQ�+RUQHWV�
�URQGHEPDU#FRPFDVW�QHW���7KDQN�\RX�JHQWOHPHQ��1RZ�
IRU�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS��,I�\RX¶YH�HYHU�EHHQ�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKHVH�
¿QH�RXW¿WV��RU�NQRZ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV��please contact 
these new SDO’s ASAP�DQG�JHW�WKHP�VWDUWHG�RQ�VRPH�JRRG�
VTXDGURQ�URVWHUV��7KDQNV�IRU�\RXU�KHOS��2Q�DQRWKHU�6'2�
WRSLF��,¶YH�WDONHG�ZLWK�6WDQ�0DUWLQ��RXU�RQ�³VLFN�OHDYH´�6'2�
&RRUGLQDWRU��DQG�DP�KDSS\�WR�UHSRUW�KH�LV�VORZO\�EXW�VXUHO\�
UHFRYHULQJ�ZHOO��+H�ORRNV�IRUZDUG�WR�JHWWLQJ�KLV�HOHFWURQLF�
GHYLFHV�EDFN�LQ�SOD\�VKRUWO\��:D\�WR�JR�6WDQ�

Draken International and A-4’s Still Flying Update:�
,W¶V�QRZ�RI¿FLDO���'UDNHQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�ZLOO��LQGHHG��EH�
RSHUDWLQJ���UHVWRUHG�.LZL�$��.¶V�VRPHWLPH�ODWH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
TXDUWHU�RI�������$QG�ULJKW�QRZ��WKH\¶UH�UXQQLQJ���RI�%RE�
6FKQHLGHU¶V�$��/¶V��7KH\¶UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�$���PDLQWDLQ-
HUV�NOW,�VR�LI�\RX�DUH�RQH�RU�NQRZ�RQH��JHW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�
�MNHUE\#GUDNHQLQWO�FRP���,QWHUHVWHG�SLORWV�PD\�ZDQW�WR�VHQG�
SLORW�UHVXPHV�WR�'UDNHQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�DW������)OLJKWOLQH�
'ULYH�/DNHODQG��)/��������7KH\µUH�NHHSLQJ�JRRG�RQHV�RQ�
¿OH�IRU�QRZ����,¶P�XSSLQJ�WKH�6WLOO�)O\LQJ�HVWLPDWH�WR���������
6N\KDZNV��:H�FRXOG�KLW�����DFWLYHV�EHIRUH�WKH�,VUDHOL¶V�VWDUW�
WR�PRWKEDOO�WKHLU�ÀHHW�LQ������

Oshkosh A-4’s:�'LG�VRPHRQH�VD\�WKHUH�ZHUH�$��¶V�DW�
2VKNRVK�WKLV�\HDU"�<HS��\RX�UHDG�WKDW�ULJKW���3/85$/��%RWK�
3DXO�:RRGV��:DUELUG�+HULWDJH�)RXQGDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�&DUU�
6SDQJOHU�6N\KDZN�9HQWXUHV�ELUGV�ZHUH�RQ�GLVSOD\�DQG�À\LQJ��
<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKDW�PHDQV���+LGH�DQG�%HDU�ZHUH�WKHUH�WR�
WDNH�SLFWXUHV�IRU�XV��7KDQNV�WR�WKH�RZQHUV�IRU�NHHSLQJ�WKRVH�
ELUGV�À\LQJ�DQG�WR�+LGH�DQG�%HDU�IRU�GRFXPHQWLQJ�WKH�DIIDLU��
�6HH�SKRWR�HVVD\�IURP�'DYH�'ROODUKLGH�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH��

VA Loan Guarantees:�+HUH¶V�DQ�LWHP�VHQW�LQ�E\�RQH�RI�
P\�ROG�0DULQH�EXGGLHV�WKDW�,�WKRXJKW�,¶G�SXW�RXW�WKHUH�MXVW�LQ�
FDVH���9$�/RDQ�*XDUDQW\�6HUYLFH�VSRNH�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUN�9$�/RDQ�*XDUDQW\�6HUYLFH�VSRNH�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUN-
VKRSV�,�DWWHQGHG�LQ�'�&��ODVW�ZHHN��7KH\�VDLG�/RDQ�*XDUDQW\�
ZRXOG�DVVLVW�DQ\�YHWHUDQ�ZLWK�D�KRPH�ORDQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�GDQJHU�
RI�IRUHFORVXUH��7KDW�LQFOXGHV�QRQ�9$�KRPH�ORDQV��L�H���)+$�
RU�FRPPHUFLDO�ORDQV��2I�FRXUVH��WKH\¶G�EH�OLPLWHG�LQ�WKH�DV-
VLVWDQFH�WKH\�FRXOG�RIIHU�EXW�ZRXOG�KHOS�YHW¶V�GLVFXVV�WKHLU�
RSWLRQV�ZLWK�WKHLU�OHQGHU��7KH�SUHVHQWHU�VDLG�RIWHQ�WLPHV�YHW-
HUDQV�DUH�UHOXFWDQW�WR�FDOO�WKH�OHQGHU�DQG�OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKH\�
DUH�LQ�¿QDQFLDO�WURXEOH�IRU�IHDU�LW�PD\�DFFHOHUDWH�WKH�IRUHFOR-
VXUH�SURFHVV��$�FDOO�PLJKW�GHOD\�RU�HYHQ�DYRLG�IRUHFORVXUH�
DOWRJHWKHU�LI�GRQH�VRRQ�HQRXJK����������������

Tucson Navy/Marine Reserve Center Restoration:�
+HUH�FRPHV�RXU�QH[W�UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURMHFW���,W¶V�RQH�RI�WKH�YHU\�
ODVW�7$��¶V�WR�KDYH�ÀRZQ�IRU�WKH�1DY\�ZLWK�9&����VR�LW¶V�DOVR�
D�KHULWDJH�ELUG��,I�\RX¶UH�LQ�WKH�7XFVRQ�DUHD��WKH\¶G�ORYH�WR�
KDYH�\RX�YROXQWHHU�WR�KHOS�FOHDQ�LW�XS��32&¶V�DUH�&RO��'RQ�
5��³+227´�'XIIHU��860&��UHW��DW��H[D�MRFN#DRO�FRP� and 
&'5�5RVV�³5XVW\´�2UYLN��861�DW��5RVV�2UYLN#1DY\�PLO��

Wrap Up:�,W¶V�EHHQ�ERWK�D�EODVW�DQG�D�GLVWLQFW�SULYLOHJH�
WR�ZRUN�IRU�DOO�RI�\RX�WKHVH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV��,�KDYH�OHDUQHG�D�
ORW��PDGH�ORWV�RI�JUHDW�QHZ�DFTXDLQWDQFHV��H[SHULHQFHG�VRPH�
VXSHU�WLPHV�DQG�IDQWDVWLF�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��KRSHIXOO\�JRW�VRPH�
JRRG�ZRUN�GRQH�DQG�QRZ�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�P\�FRQWLQXHG�ZRUN�
RQ�WKH�%RDUG�DV�D�GLUHFWRU��,�NQRZ�+LGH��'DYH�'ROODUKLGH��
ZLOO�EH�D�VXSHU�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�WKLQN�WKH�%RDUG�ZDV�VPDUW�WR�
LQLWLDWH�RXU�WZR�\HDU�URWDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�MRE�EHWZHHQ�WKH�1DY\�
DQG�0DULQH�93¶V��,W�LV�D�ELW�EXV\�DQG�JHWWLQJ�QHZ�EORRG�
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from the editor

By Bob “Raven” Hickerson

7KLV�LVVXH�RI�7KH�$��(YHU�UHSUH-
VHQWV�D�PLOHVWRQH�RI�VRUWV��)RU�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV��WKH�ERDUG�RI�WKH�6N\KDZN�$VVR-
FLDWLRQ�KDV�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�
GLVWULEXWLQJ�VRPH�RI�RXU�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
E\�HOHFWURQLF�PHDQV��DQG�LQ�IDFW��ZH¶YH�
SURYLGHG�RXU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PHPEHUV�
WKH�RSWLRQ�WR�UHFHLYH�RQO\�GLJLWDO�FRS-
LHV�RI�WKH�6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�-RXUQDO�
IRU�VRPH�WLPH��:LWK�WKLV�LVVXH��ZH¶UH�
WHVWLQJ�WKDW�RSWLRQ�IRU�RXU�JHQHUDO�
PHPEHUVKLS�

,¶P�VXUH�WKDW�DOO�RI�RXU�PHPEHUV�
DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�WUHQG�WRZDUGV�
SHUVRQDO��HOHFWURQLF�GHOLYHU\�RI�PHGLD�
WKDW�LQ�WKH�SDVW�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVWULEXWHG�
LQ�SULQW�RQO\��-XVW�WKLV�ZHHN�,�UHFHLYHG�
D�PDJD]LQH�WR�ZKLFK�,�KDYH�VXEVFULEHG�
IRU�\HDUV��7KH�SODVWLF�ZUDSSHU�FRQ-
WDLQHG�D�ODEHO�DQQRXQFLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
FXUUHQW�LVVXH�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ODVW�SULQWHG��
DQG�WKDW�DOO�VXEVFULSWLRQV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�
PLJUDWHG�WR�PRELOH�DSSV��7KLV�PRYH�
ZDV�WDNHQ�ZLWK�OLWWOH�QRWLFH�

7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV�
WUHQG��EXW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�LV�FRVW��
7KH�FRVW�RI�SULQWLQJ�DQG�PDLOLQJ�7KH�$�
�(YHU�LV�VXEVWDQWLDO�DQG�ULVLQJ��DQG�FRVW�
ZDV�WKH�SULPDU\�UHDVRQ�ZH�GHFUHDVHG�
RXU�QXPEHU�RI�LVVXHV�SHU�\HDU�IURP�IRXU�
WR�WKUHH�VRPH�\HDUV�EDFN��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
WKH�FRVWV�RI�SULQWLQJ�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ULVH�

7KLV�H[WUD�LVVXH�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
-RXUQDO�LV�D�ZD\�RI�WHVWLQJ�WKH�ZDWHUV�
WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�HOHFWURQLF�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
FRXOG�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�RXU�
PHPEHUV��/HW�PH�HPSKDVL]H�WKDW�ZH�
DUH�QRW�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�DQ�HQG�WR�SULQW-
LQJ�DQG�PDLOLQJ�7KH�$��(YHU��:H�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�WR�SURGXFH�DQG�PDLO�WKUHH�LV-
VXHV�SHU�\HDU�IRU�WKH�IRUHVHHDEOH�IXWXUH��
+RZHYHU��LI�HQRXJK�PHPEHUV�FDQ�EH�
UHDFKHG�WKURXJK�HOHFWURQLF�GHOLYHU\��ZH�
PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�D�IRXUWK�LVVXH�RI�
WKH�-RXUQDO�HDFK�\HDU��DW�D�ORZ�PDUJLQDO�
FRVW��,Q�WKH�IXWXUH��LQFUHDVHG�XVH�RI�HOHF-
WURQLF�GHOLYHU\�PD\�EH�SRVVLEOH�

,Q�RUGHU�WR�HYDOXDWH�WKLV�HIIRUW��ZH¶YH�
FUHDWHG�D�VXUYH\�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�DFFHVVHG�
DW�WKLV��KWWS���ZZZ�VXUYH\PRQNH\�
FRP�V�/69;�.<���3OHDVH�WDNH�D�
PLQXWH�WR�FOLFN�RQ�WKH�OLQN�DQG�FRPSOHWH�
RXU�VXUYH\��,I�\RX¶G�UDWKHU�UHVSRQG�
E\�HPDLO��MXVW�GURS�PH�D�QRWH�DW��sa-
MRXUQDO�HGLWRU#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ���/HW�
PH�NQRZ�KRZ�\RX�IHHO�DERXW�HOHFWURQLF�
GHOLYHU\�

$QG�ZKLOH�,¶YH�JRW�\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ��
OHW�PH�PDNH�D�SOXJ�IRU�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�
VWRULHV�DQG�SLFWXUHV�E\�RXU�PHPEHUV��
7KH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�ZH�KDYH�7KH�$��(YHU�
LV�EHFDXVH�VRPH�RI�RXU�PHPEHUV�WDNH�
WLPH�WR�VXEPLW�OHWWHUV��SKRWRV�DQG�VWRULHV�
IRU�SXEOLFDWLRQ��,I�\RX¶YH�JRW�DQ�LGHD�IRU�
D�VWRU\��SXW�LW�RQ�SDSHU�DQG�VHQG�LW�WR�PH�
DW�WKH�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�DERYH��'RQ¶W�ZRUU\�
DERXW�WKH�IRUPDW��JUDPPDU�RU�VSHOOLQJ��
:H�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�PDUN�LW�XS�ZLWK�UHG�
SHQFLO�OLNH�\RXU��WK�JUDGH�(QJOLVK�WHDFK-
HU��:H�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�SROLVK�WKH�VWRU\��EXW�
ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�WLPH�RU�NQRZOHGJH�
QHFHVVDU\�WR�ZULWH�D�VWRU\�IURP�VFUDWFK�
DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�\RXU�
VTXDGURQ��

.HHS�WKRVH�FDUGV�DQG�OHWWHUV�FRPLQJ��
DQG�OHW�PH�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN�RI�WKLV�
QHZ�LQLWLDWLYH�
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MILITARY A-4AR FIGHTINGHAWK

On October 31, 
1966, the first 
12 Douglas A-4B 
Skyhawks, from a 
total of 50, were 

delivered to the Argentine 
Air Force, or Fuerza Aérea 
Argentina (FAA).  They formed 
two squadrons of the new 
Grupo 4 de Caza Bombardeo, 
which in 1975 became the 
Grupo 5 de Caza of the V 
Brigada Aérea, at BAM Villa 
Reynolds, in San Luis Province.  
The Skyhawks were the first 

aircraft in Argentine service 
with an in-flight refuelling 
capability, although no 
tankers were available 
until 1978, when two 
Lockheed KC-130H 
Hercules were 
delivered.

Also in 1975, 
Grupo 4 de Caza 
of IV Brigada Aérea 
at BAM Mendoza 
received 25 A-4Cs to 
replace its veteran North 
American F-86F Sabres.  

Skyhawk Combat
The FAA Skyhawks 

entered combat for 
the first time during 
the 1982 Malvinas/
Falklands War.  The 
A-4Bs of V Brigada 
were initially 
deployed to BAM 

Río Gallegos and 
the A-4Cs to BAM 

San Julián, although 
the A-4Bs later moved to 

San Julián.

During the war they 
damaged HMS Argonaut, HMS 
Broadsword, HMS Glasgow, RFA 
Sir Bedivere, RFA Sir Lancelot 
and RFA Sir Tristram.  They 
claimed to have hit Invincible 
and sank HMS Antelope, HMS 
Coventry, RFA Sir Galahad and 
Landing Craft Utility (LCU) F-4 
from HMS Fearless.  They also 
struck ground targets.

The cost was 17 pilots and 
19 aircraft – ten A-4Bs and nine 
A-4Cs.  After the war just seven 
A-4Cs remained in service, this 

This article has been reprinted from Air International, 
January 2012. Used with permission.  
Special thanks to Mark Ayton, Editor.
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small surviving force joining 
the A-4Bs with V Brigada Aérea 
in 1983.  With the 
FAA keen to rebuild 
its Skyhawk fleet, 
McDonnell Douglas 
representatives visited 
the Fábrica Militar 
de Aviones (FMA) 
factory in Córdoba 
Province in June 
1986.  Ultimately, 
however, discussions 
on a possible restart of 
production came to nothing.

Upgrade proved to be the 
way forwards, the first A-4AR 

arriving with V Brigada 
Aérea in December 1997.  
The A-4B and A-4C 
remained in service until 
1999, A-4Bs C-207, 
C-222 and C-225 
and A-4Cs C-314 
and C-322 being 
withdrawn from 
service on March 29, 

1999, and A-4Bs C-214 
and C-221 following on 

March 31.

Fightinghawk 
Hatched
Early in the 1990s, the FAA had 
started thinking seriously about a 
replacement for the A-4, showing 
interest in the F/A-18 Hornet 
and F-16 Fighting Falcon.  The 
United States refused access to 
either type, instead offering 54 
former US Marine Corps A-4M 
Skyhawks (48 A-4Ms and six  
OA-4Ms).  The FAA was 
unhappy with the equipment 
levels of the aircraft, however, 
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Air Force, or Fuerza Aérea 
Argentina (FAA).  They formed 
two squadrons of the new 
Grupo 4 de Caza Bombardeo, 
which in 1975 became the 
Grupo 5 de Caza of the V 
Brigada Aérea, at BAM Villa 
Reynolds, in San Luis Province.  
The Skyhawks were the first 

aircraft in Argentine service 
with an in-flight refuelling 
capability, although no 
tankers were available 
until 1978, when two 
Lockheed KC-130H 
Hercules were 
delivered.

Also in 1975, 
Grupo 4 de Caza 
of IV Brigada Aérea 
at BAM Mendoza 
received 25 A-4Cs to 
replace its veteran North 
American F-86F Sabres.  

Skyhawk Combat
The FAA Skyhawks 

entered combat for 
the first time during 
the 1982 Malvinas/
Falklands War.  The 
A-4Bs of V Brigada 
were initially 
deployed to BAM 

Río Gallegos and 
the A-4Cs to BAM 

San Julián, although 
the A-4Bs later moved to 

San Julián.

During the war they 
damaged HMS Argonaut, HMS 
Broadsword, HMS Glasgow, RFA 
Sir Bedivere, RFA Sir Lancelot 
and RFA Sir Tristram.  They 
claimed to have hit Invincible 
and sank HMS Antelope, HMS 
Coventry, RFA Sir Galahad and 
Landing Craft Utility (LCU) F-4 
from HMS Fearless.  They also 
struck ground targets.

The cost was 17 pilots and 
19 aircraft – ten A-4Bs and nine 
A-4Cs.  After the war just seven 
A-4Cs remained in service, this 

Among the last A-4 Skyhawks in 
operational service, Argentina’s 

A-4AR Fightinghawks are also 
the most capable, as Santiago 

Rivas reports
   A
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integration.  This marked the 
beginning of the second part of 
the Fightinghawk project.

Major Eduardo Latorre was 
despatched as a test pilot, to work 
alongside Lockheed Martin pilots.  
The aircraft were extensively 
tested in the United States, 
optimising various weapons with 
different radar modes and the 
mission computer.  The AIM-9L 
Sidewinder missile was among 
the stores tested, along with 
Elbit EHUD ACMI (air combat 
manoeuvring instrumentation) 
pods acquired from BVR 
Technologies of Israel.  Work in 
the US was concluded in January 
2000 and the Fightinghawks 
returned by sea to Argentina.  
Two months later the first AIM-9L 
Sidewinders arrived, followed 
later by the AIM-9M.  The Dardo 
2, a locally developed 500lb 
(226kg) GPS-guided glide bomb 
was also added to the A-4AR’s 
inventory.

In Action
The Fightinghawk made its 
first international and public 
appearance in March 1998, 
when Major Guillermo Martinez 
flew an example over the Andes 
to the FIDAE International Air & 
Space Defence Fair Exhibition at 
Los Cerrillos, Santiago de Chile.

The type took part in its 
first exercise on June 26, 
1998.  Exercise Antuna I was 
an air-to-air and air-to-surface 
demonstration at V Brigada 
Aérea’s Antuna range facilities.  
Between August 17 and 21, 
1998, the Fightinghawks flew 
their first joint exercise, Aguila 
1, with the Mirage IIIEAs and 
IAI M5 Fingers of VI Brigada 
Aérea and F-16C and F-16D 
Fighting Falcons of the 160th 
Fighter Squadron, 187th Fighter 
Wing, Alabama Air National 
Guard.  The Fightinghawks 
flew simulated air-to-air combat 
against the USAF F-16s.  
Deployments across Argentina 
then began, including patrols 
along the northern border, 
where drug and smuggling 
flights from Bolivia and Paraguay 
are common.  

In May 2001 the 
Fightinghawks flew in Aguila 
II, again with US Air National 
Guard participation, while 
Cruzex II in November 2004 
took them to Brazil, for an 
exercise repeated in 2006.  In 
2005 they took part in Ceibo, a 
combined exercise in Mendoza, 
with aircraft from Brazil, Chile 
and Uruguay, and in 2009 
they visited Chile for Salitre II, 
alongside US, Brazilian, Chilean 
and French forces.

Losses and 
Operations
Two Fightinghawks have been 
lost.  C-906 was the first, on July 
6, 2005, with the loss of its pilot 
Lt Horacio Flores.  The second 
was C-936, on August 24, 2005, 
its pilot ejecting.

The first operational 
Fightinghawk missions were 
flown during the fourth Summit 
of the Americas, at Mar del Plata 
in 2005.  All of the continent’s 
presidents were present for 
meetings on November 4 
and 5, and because President 
George Bush was involved, the 
US requested a major security 
effort.  Sidewinder-armed 
A-4ARs were deployed to VI 
Brigada Aérea at Tandil and the 
US Air Force deployed two E-3 
AWACS to Comandante Espora 
Naval Aviation Base.  While the 
meetings took place, the A-4ARs 
flew combat air patrols, under 
guidance from the E-3s and a 
FAA Westinghouse AN/TPS-43 
radar facility.

A similar operation was 
mounted in August 2009, when 
the meeting of the presidents 
of the Unión de Naciones 
Suramericanas (UNASUR), Union 

of South American Nations) took 
place at Bariloche.

Today the A-4AR 
Fightinghawks are beginning 
to show their age and the 
Air Force is considering their 
replacement, but budget cuts 
oblige the FAA to plan for their 
continued operation into at 
least the first half of the next 
decade.  Indeed, the Mirages 
and Fingers are in more urgent 
need of replacement and 
studies have been made into 
pulling A-4ARs out of storage 
as a stopgap replacement for 
the deltas until a new type 
is purchased.

and the Ministry of Defence 
began looking for offers against 
an upgrade contract.

An offer from Smiths 
Industries and the US Navy 
initially proved interesting, while 
in October 1992 McDonnell 
Douglas and Spain’s CASA made 
an offer to upgrade the A-4s in 
Spain, including an upgrade for 
VI Brigada Aérea’s Mirage IIIs 
as part of the deal.  McDonnell 
Douglas made a further offer 
in 1994, this time involving 
the supply of 23 upgraded 
ex-Kuwaiti A-4KU jets, but 
this was rejected owing to the 
condition of the aircraft, which 
were eventually bought by the 
Brazilian Navy in 1998.

After long negotiations, the 
Argentine Air Force signed a 
contract with Smiths Industries to 
buy 32 A-4Ms and four OA-4Ms 
from the US Navy for US$70 
million.  Simultaneously, the 
Ministry of Defence accepted a 
proposal from Lockheed Aircraft 
to take control of FMA and 
perform the A-4 modernisation 
in the United States and 
Argentina.  Lockheed Aircraft 
Argentina Services SA (LAASA, 
later Lockheed Martin Aircraft 
Argentina Services SA, LMAASA) 
was created with a US$214 
million upgrade contract for the 
Skyhawks, partly for completion 
in Córdoba and partly in 
Ontario, California.  The work 
included provision of the AN/

APG-66 radar, as used on early 
F-16 variants.

On August 2, 1995, the first 
A-4M, serial number C-905 and 
named ‘Gaucho 02’, arrived 
at Ontario from the storage 
facility at Davis Monthan AFB 
in Arizona.  On September 6, 
1995, C-906, ‘Gaucho 01’ made 
the same trip.  The latter’s wing 
root structure was found to be 
corroded, however, and it was 
replaced by another airframe 
which took the same serial.  On 
September 30 the first four 
aircraft for modernisation were 
delivered to LAASA by sea.  

A Very Modern A-4
The Fightinghawk programme 
included a total overhaul of 
the airframe and the addition 
of new avionics, including the 
ARG-1 radar, a version of the 
APG-66 downgraded after 
pressure from the British, but 
subsequently upgraded in 
Argentina.  The cockpit received 
two LCD multifunction head-
down displays (HDD), an up 
front control panel (UFCP) and a 
head-up display (HUD).

The Fightinghawk also received 
HOTAS (hands on throttle and 
stick) functionality, the AN/ARL-
93(V)1 radar warning receiver 
(RWR), two EGI-2 (embedded 
GPS/laser inertial) platforms, IFF 
and provision for chaff and flares.  
The jets also have digital mission 
computers, with a ground mission 
mapping system, on which the 
pilot enters sortie information 
for transfer to the aircraft using 
a data transfer module (DTM).  
An integrated ECM system is 
mounted over the engine bay 
and avionics connection is by 
fibre optic net, through a MIL-
STD-1553 bus controller.

The first four A-4ARs (C-906, 
C-908, C-917 and C-918) and 
one OA-4AR (C-903) were 
delivered on December 12, 
1997 at the Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works facility at Palmdale, 
California, then ferried to 
Argentina.  Córdoba delivered 
its first A-4AR (C-922) on August 
3, 1998.  The last Fightinghawks 
(C-905 and C-916) were 
delivered to V Brigada Aérea 
on January 7, 2000.  With the 
fleet complete, the FAA decided 
to keep 18 in storage at the 
Area de Material Río Cuarto 
(ARMACUAR) and 18 in service.

Weapons Systems
On October 1, 1998, C-906 was 
taken to the United States by 
sea to join OA-4AR C-901 at 
Lockheed Martin’s facilities for 
weapons systems and avionics 

2

1

3

1 The pilot of A-4AR C-905 stays low 
during gear retraction.   
2 Fightinghawks formate behind a 
KC-130H tanker.  Favio Nuñez   
3 Drag-chute deployed on 
roll-out after landing.

������ Skyhawk Association



MILITARY A-4AR FIGHTINGHAWK

AI.01.1276 AI.01.12 77

A-4AR FIGHTINGHAWK MILITARY

integration.  This marked the 
beginning of the second part of 
the Fightinghawk project.

Major Eduardo Latorre was 
despatched as a test pilot, to work 
alongside Lockheed Martin pilots.  
The aircraft were extensively 
tested in the United States, 
optimising various weapons with 
different radar modes and the 
mission computer.  The AIM-9L 
Sidewinder missile was among 
the stores tested, along with 
Elbit EHUD ACMI (air combat 
manoeuvring instrumentation) 
pods acquired from BVR 
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2000 and the Fightinghawks 
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Two months later the first AIM-9L 
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2, a locally developed 500lb 
(226kg) GPS-guided glide bomb 
was also added to the A-4AR’s 
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Losses and 
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Brigada Aérea at Tandil and the 
US Air Force deployed two E-3 
AWACS to Comandante Espora 
Naval Aviation Base.  While the 
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million upgrade contract for the 
Skyhawks, partly for completion 
in Córdoba and partly in 
Ontario, California.  The work 
included provision of the AN/

APG-66 radar, as used on early 
F-16 variants.

On August 2, 1995, the first 
A-4M, serial number C-905 and 
named ‘Gaucho 02’, arrived 
at Ontario from the storage 
facility at Davis Monthan AFB 
in Arizona.  On September 6, 
1995, C-906, ‘Gaucho 01’ made 
the same trip.  The latter’s wing 
root structure was found to be 
corroded, however, and it was 
replaced by another airframe 
which took the same serial.  On 
September 30 the first four 
aircraft for modernisation were 
delivered to LAASA by sea.  

A Very Modern A-4
The Fightinghawk programme 
included a total overhaul of 
the airframe and the addition 
of new avionics, including the 
ARG-1 radar, a version of the 
APG-66 downgraded after 
pressure from the British, but 
subsequently upgraded in 
Argentina.  The cockpit received 
two LCD multifunction head-
down displays (HDD), an up 
front control panel (UFCP) and a 
head-up display (HUD).

The Fightinghawk also received 
HOTAS (hands on throttle and 
stick) functionality, the AN/ARL-
93(V)1 radar warning receiver 
(RWR), two EGI-2 (embedded 
GPS/laser inertial) platforms, IFF 
and provision for chaff and flares.  
The jets also have digital mission 
computers, with a ground mission 
mapping system, on which the 
pilot enters sortie information 
for transfer to the aircraft using 
a data transfer module (DTM).  
An integrated ECM system is 
mounted over the engine bay 
and avionics connection is by 
fibre optic net, through a MIL-
STD-1553 bus controller.

The first four A-4ARs (C-906, 
C-908, C-917 and C-918) and 
one OA-4AR (C-903) were 
delivered on December 12, 
1997 at the Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works facility at Palmdale, 
California, then ferried to 
Argentina.  Córdoba delivered 
its first A-4AR (C-922) on August 
3, 1998.  The last Fightinghawks 
(C-905 and C-916) were 
delivered to V Brigada Aérea 
on January 7, 2000.  With the 
fleet complete, the FAA decided 
to keep 18 in storage at the 
Area de Material Río Cuarto 
(ARMACUAR) and 18 in service.

Weapons Systems
On October 1, 1998, C-906 was 
taken to the United States by 
sea to join OA-4AR C-901 at 
Lockheed Martin’s facilities for 
weapons systems and avionics 

2

1

3

1 The pilot of A-4AR C-905 stays low 
during gear retraction.   
2 Fightinghawks formate behind a 
KC-130H tanker.  Favio Nuñez   
3 Drag-chute deployed on 
roll-out after landing.
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��$GP��%XUNH�FKHFNV�IRU�UHFRUGV�DYDLODEOH�±�ROG�
UHFRUG�±�EHDW�E\���
��6HOHFWLRQ�±���SLORWV�TXDOL¿HG����D�0DULQH�
��$UULYH�/�$��6DW�QLJKW��2FWREHU��th�

��Monday��2FWREHU���th���
EULH¿QJ�E\�DHUR�DQG�SHUI��SHRSOH
'DWD�GUHDPHG�XS�
��ZD\V�À\LQJ�FRXUVH
����EHVW�HQJLQH�DYDLODEOH�±�HQJLQH�VHL]HG
5XGGHU�VWDWXV

��Tuesday��2FWREHU���th�
'ULYH�WR�($)%��(GZDUGV�$LU�)RUFH�%DVH�
7UXFN�����XS

��Tuesday�3�0���
%RE�5DKQ�±�����NP�UHFRUG��5DKQ�EURNH�WKH�ZRUOG�
VSHHG�UHFRUG�DW�����NP�LQ�WKH�)�'�6N\UD\�ZLWK�D�
UXQ�RI���������RQ�6HSWHPEHU����������
([SODLQ�FRXUVH�DQG�UXOHV�
��WLPHV�DURXQG�LQ�1DYLRQ��'LI¿FXOW\�LQ�VHHLQJ�S\ORQV��
+LOOV�

��Wednesda\��2FWREHU���th�
����HQJLQH�WURXEOH
����UXGGHU�ULJJLQJ
3XOO�SDQLF�VZLWFK�IRU�)�)���DW����D�P��ò�KRXU�
SUDFWLFH��HQWHULQJ�FRXUVH��IDVWHU�	�IDVWHU��0D[�����
PSK�

��Thursday��2FWREHU���th�
������±�QRW�FOHDUHG�WR�KLJK�VSHHGV�LQ�WXUQ�FDXVH�IDVWHU�
WKDQ�FRQWUDFWRU�KDG�GRQH��/RFNHG�UXGGHU�
����PLQXWH�RQ�VWUDLJKW�DQG�OHYHO�RQ�GHFN�ZLWK�)����
FKDVH�IRU�IXHO�FRQVXPSWLRQ������NWV�
��5XGGHU�IDLOXUH�±�IXHO�JDJH�RXW�

October 1955
S  M  Tu W  Th F  S
2  3  4  5  6  7  8
9  10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

>(G��1RWH��7KHVH�QRWHV��ZULWWHQ�E\�*RUGR�*UD\�GXULQJ�WKH�ZHHN�RI�WKH�UHFRUG�EUHDNLQJ�ÀLJKW��ZHUH�
WUDQVFULEHG�IURP�EDUHO\�OHJLEOH�QRWH�FDUGV�SURYLGHG�E\�*RUGR¶V�VRQ��-RKQ��,WDOLFV�DGGHG�@

��Friday�±�EXV\�GD\��HG��QRWH��2FW���WK�
��6SRUWLQJ�OLFHQVH
��&KDQJLQJ�UXGGHUV�DOO�QLJKW�EHIRUH
��0RYLHV�±�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�""""
��'HFLGH�KRZ�WR�À\�FRXUVH
��/DWH�S�P�
����NP�����FKHFN�WULP�RQ�VSOLWWHU�SODWH�UXGGHU�
����NP�����ZLQJ�WLS
��*HQHUDO¶V�KRXVH�±�FKDQJH�RI�WLPH

��Saturday��2FWREHU���th�
-XGJHV�±�IRJJHG�LQ�DW�/�$���¿QDOO\�DUULYH�LQ�GURYHV�
±�SHRSOH�WR�S\ORQV�
1R�IXHO�JDJH�±�ZLOO�WUDQVIHU�SXPSV�NHHS�XS"
7LSV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�±�ORFNHG�VSOLWWHU�UXGGHU�
,JQLWHUV�ZRUNHG�RYHU�±�HQJLQH�KRSSHG�XS����DQG�
���GHJUHHV�FHQWLJUDGH
7DLO�KRRN�IDLULQJ��VODWV�ULYHWHG�
��)OLJKW�±�IXHO�DQG�EDURJUDSKV�RQ�HQG�RI�UXQZD\�
/DPS�OLJKWHU�±�OLJKW�HDUO\�±�,QGLDQ�UHYROW
,�KDYH�VKDNHV�
/LJKW�RII�±�WDNH�RII�RQ�UXQ�
+LW�VWDUW�MXVW�ULJKW
'LI¿FXOW\�DGMXVWLQJ�HQJ�±�URXJK�DLU
+ROG�WRJHWKHU"""
5HDOO\�PRYLQJ�RQ�¿UVW��
$OPRVW�PLVVHG�S\ORQ�±�EXVKHV��QR�¿UH�RU�PLUURU
([WUD�PHQ�RQ�EHQFKPDUN
/RVH�FRXQWHU�±�QR�UDGLR�
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������������IDPRXV�
DPRQJ�6N\KDZN�D¿FLRQDGRV�IRU�VHWWLQJ�
WKH�ZRUOG�����.0�FORVHG�FRXUVH�VSHHG�
UHFRUG�DW���������PSK�LQ�$�'����������
RQ�2FWREHU�����������HQOLVWHG�LQ�$XJXVW�RI�
�����DV�DQ�$YLDWLRQ�&DGHW��9����+H�WUDLQHG�
DW�1RUPDQ��2.��.LQJVYLOOH�DQG�%HHYLOOH��
7;��DQG�HDUQHG�KLV�ZLQJV�DQG�HQVLJQ�EDUV�
LQ�)HEUXDU\�������+H�WKHQ�WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�
)�)V�DW�1$6�0LDPL�DQG�FDUULHU�TXDOL¿HG�
DERDUG�866�5DQJHU�EHIRUH�UHSRUWLQJ�WR�KLV�
¿UVW�VTXDGURQ��9)������DW�1$6�$ODPHGD��
:LWKLQ�WZR�PRQWKV��KH�HPEDUNHG�LQ�866�
$QWLHWDP�DQG�GHSDUWHG�RQ�D���PRQWK�:HVW-
3DF�FUXLVH�

5HWXUQLQJ�WR�$ODPHGD�LQ�1RYHPEHU�
������KH�WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�)�)���%HDUFDWV�
DQG�ZDV�SURPRWHG�WR�/7-*�LQ�)HEUX-
DU\�������$IWHU�VHUYLQJ�DQ�LQVWUXFWRU�WRXU�
LQ�61-V�DW�1$$6�6DXÀH\�)LHOG��KH�ZDV�
SURPRWHG�WR�/7��WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�WKH�)�)���
DQG�GHSOR\HG�WR�.RUHD�ZLWK�&9*���DERDUG�
866�3KLOLSSLQH�6HD��+H�ÀHZ����FRPEDW�
PLVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�)��8���&RUVDLU��HDUQLQJ���
$LU�0HGDOV�

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�1DYDO�$LU�7HVW�3LORW�
6FKRRO��-XO\����WR�)HEUXDU\������KH�ZDV�
DVVLJQHG�WR�)OLJKW�7HVW�DW�WKH�1DYDO�$LU�
7HVW�&HQWHU��3DWX[HQW�5LYHU��0'��ZKHUH�KH�
VHUYHG�DV�SURMHFW�RI¿FHU�IRU�WKH�6�)��)�'��
$�'�DQG�)�8���

/7�*UD\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�FDU-
ULHU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�WHVWV�RI�WKH�6N\KDZN��
WDNLQJ�$�'����������DERDUG�866�7LFRQG�
HURJD�RQ�6HSWHPEHU��������������ORJJLQJ�
��WRXFK�DQG�JR�ODQGLQJV�DQG�WZR�DUUHVWHG�
ODQGLQJV��

/DWHU�LQ�KLV�FDUHHU��*RUGR�*UD\�FRP-
PDQGHG�9)�����)�8���DWWHQGHG�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�:DU�&ROOHJH�DQG�FRPPDQGHG�
9)������+H�¿QLVKHG�KLV�FROOHJH�GHJUHH�
DW�*HRUJH�:DVKLQJWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�3HQWDJRQ��2I¿FH�RI�3URJUDP�
$SSUDLVDO��$LU�2SV��EHIRUH�KH�UHWLUHG�DV�
D�&DSWDLQ��861��LQ�-XO\�������+LV�DFWLYH�
VHUYLFH�WRWDOHG����\HDUV����PRQWKV��DQG�KH�
DPDVVHG������WRWDO�ÀLJKW�KRXUV�������MHW��
DQG�ORJJHG�����DUUHVWHG�ODQGLQJV������DW�
QLJKW���&DSWDLQ�*UD\�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
*ROGHQ�(DJOHV�DQG�ZDV�PHPEHU�����RI�WKH�
6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ��+H�SDVVHG�DZD\�RQ�
'HFHPEHU����������

7KH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�
WKH�UHFRUG�EUHDNLQJ�ÀLJKW�ZDV�H[FHUSWHG�
IURP�Douglas A-4 Skyhawk��Attack and 
&ORVH�6XSSRUW�)LJKWHU�%RPEHU��E\�-LP�
:LQFKHVWHU��VHH�VLGHEDU���DQG�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�LPDJHV�ZHUH�SURYLGHG�E\�*RUGR¶V�VRQ�
-RKQ�

��		���	������E\�-LP�:LQFKHVWHU
�,Q������LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WKDW�'RXJODV�VKRXOG�PRXQW�D�ELG�RQ�WKH�����NLORPHWUH�

FORVHG�FLUFXLW�VSHHG�UHFRUG��7KH�'RXJODV�1DY\�WHVW�WHDP�KDG�DOUHDG\�EURNHQ�WZR�
VSHHG�UHFRUGV�GXULQJ�WHVWLQJ�RI�WKH�)�'�6N\UD\�LQ������DQG�WKH�ORZ�OHYHO�����NP�
FLUFXLW�UHFRUG��WKHQ�KHOG�E\�WKH�$LU�)RUFH��VHHPHG�WKH�PRVW�DSSURSULDWH�RQH�IRU�WKH�
$�'�WR�DWWHPSW��7KH�FKRVHQ�DLUIUDPH�ZDV�%X1R���������WKH�QLQWK�6N\KDZN�EXLOW�
DQG�ZKLFK�ZDV�¿WWHG�ZLWK�DQ�LQVWUXPHQWDWLRQ�SUREH�RQ�WKH�QRVH�DQG�ZLUHG�WR�UHFRUG�
YDULRXV�SHUIRUPDQFH�SDUDPHWHUV�

�,Q�2FWREHU�D�����NP�ORQJ�WHVW�FLUFXLW�ZDV�PDUNHG�RQ�WKH�5RVDPRQG�'U\�/DNH�
QHDU�3DOPGDOH�ZLWK�D�VHULHV�RI�WZHOYH�S\ORQV�HUHFWHG�DQG�¿WWHG�ZLWK�PLUURUV�WR�KHOS�
WKH�SLORW�YLVXDOO\�DFTXLUH�WKH�WXUQ�SRLQWV��'RXJODV�7HVW�7HDP�SHUVRQQHO�VHW�RII�VPRNH�
JUHQDGHV�WR�DLG�S\ORQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�E\�WKH�VSHHGLQJ�SLORW��7R�PDNH�GRXEO\�VXUH��D�
SLOH�RI�W\UHV�ZDV�VHW�DOLJKW�DW�WKH�PDLQ�S\ORQ��JHQHUDWLQJ�DQ�XQPLVWDNDEOH�FROXPQ�RI�
EODFN�VPRNH��

�3UHOLPLQDU\�ÀLJKWV�EHJDQ�RQ����2FWREHU��2Q�RQH�ORZ�OHYHO�UXQ�ÀRZQ�E\�%RE�
5DKQ��DQ�XQRI¿FLDO�VWUDLJKW�OLQH�VSHHG�RI�����PSK�������NP�K��ZDV�UHFRUGHG��EXW�
LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�WKH�WRS�SDUW�RI�WKH�UXGGHU�FDPH�DZD\��,W�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WR�VZLWFK�UXG-
GHUV�IRU�RQH�RI�WKH�µWDGSROH¶�W\SH��ZKLFK�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKH�$�'����
6N\KDZN�µ���¶�ZDV�DOVR�¿WWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODWHU�W\SH�ZLQGVFUHHQ�ZLWK�D�ÀDW�FHQWUDO�SDQHO�
DQG�WKH�VXJDU�VFRRS�WDLO�¿WWLQJ��7KH�RULJLQDO�-���:���HQJLQH�ZDV�XVHG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU�WKUXVW�:����YHUVLRQ��7KH�DLUIUDPH�ZDV�KLJKO\�SROLVKHG�IRU�WKH�DWWHPSW�
DQG�ZRUH�RQO\�WKH�EDVLF�PDUNLQJV�RI�QDWLRQDO�LQVLJQLDV�DQG�µ1DY\¶�WLWOHV��

�2Q����2FWREHU�������HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�LQ�SODFH�IRU�WKH�UHFRUG�DWWHPSW�SURSHU��
1DY\�/LHXWHQDQW�*RUGRQ�µ*RUGR¶�*UD\�ZDV�WKH�MXQLRU�RI�WZR�SLORWV�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�
$�'�SURJUDPPH�IURP�WKH�1DYDO�$LU�7HVW�&HQWHU�DW�3DWX[HQW�5LYHU�IRU�WKH�RI¿FLDO�
QDYDO�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�DSSURYDO�WHVWV��7R�WKLV�GD\�KH�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�ZK\�KH�ZDV�
FKRVHQ�WR�EH�WKH�RQH�WR�PDNH�WKH�UHFRUG�ÀLJKW��$OWKRXJK�DQ�H[SHULHQFHG�SLORW��KH�KDG�
RQO\�DERXW�HLJKWHHQ�KRXUV�LQ�WKH�$�'�E\�WKLV�GDWH�

�*UD\�WRRN�RII�IURP�QHDUE\�(GZDUGV�$LU�)RUFH�%DVH�MXVW�DIWHU�VXQULVH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�FRROHU�WHPSHUDWXUHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�LPSURYH�HQJLQH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
DQG�UHGXFH�WXUEXOHQFH�DW�ORZ�OHYHO��7KH�)HGHUDWLRQ�$HURQDXWLTXH�,QWHUQDWLRQDOH�
�)$,��DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$HURQDXWLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ��1$$��VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�WKLV�UHFRUG�EH�
DZDUGHG�IRU�D�ÀLJKW�RI����NP���������PLOHV��GLVWDQFH�DW�DQ�DOWLWXGH�QR�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�
����PHWUHV������IW���DERYH�JURXQG�OHYHO��,Q�IDFW��PRVW�RI�WKH�ÀLJKW�ZDV�PDGH�DW�����
±�����IW�������P��DERYH�WKH�GHVHUW�ÀRRU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�KHLJKW�OLPLW�ZDV�QRW�
EXVWHG�

�:LWK�VPRNH�ELOORZLQJ�IURP�WKH�WXUQ�SRLQWV�DQG�WKH�PLUURUHG�S\ORQV�ÀDVKLQJ�
LQ�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�VXQ��*UD\�ORZHUHG�6N\KDZN�����WRZDUGV�WKH�-RVKXD�WUHHV�
DQG�VDJHEUXVK�RQ�WKH�GHVHUW�ÀRRU�DQG�DFFHOHUDWHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW��$V�KH�
SDVVHG�WKH�¿UVW�PDUNHU�WKH�FORFNV�ZHUH�VWDUWHG�DQG�WKH�OLWWOH�VLOYHU�MHW�UDFHG�WRZDUGV�
WKH�¿UVW�WXUQ�DQG�SXOOHG�LQWR�D�WKLUW\�GHJUHH�EDQN��%\�WKH�WKLUG�FRUQHU�WKH�$�'�ZDV�
XS�WR�LWV�DYHUDJH�VSHHG�DQG�EDQNLQJ�DW�VHYHQW\�GHJUHHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VWD\�RQ�FRXUVH��
$IWHU�¿YH�FLUFXLWV�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�LQ������PLQXWHV�DQG�D�WRWDO�À\LQJ�WLPH�RI�OHVV�WKDQ�
���PLQXWHV��LW�ZDV�DOO�RYHU��7KH�$�'�UHWXUQHG�WR�ODQG�DW�(GZDUGV�DQG�WKH�VFLHQWLVWV�
PDGH�WKHLU�FDOFXODWLRQV�±�WKH����NP�GLVWDQFH�KDG�EHHQ�ÀRZQ�DW�DQ�DYHUDJH�VSHHG�RI�
�������PSK���������NP�K��DQG�WKH�UHFRUG�EHORQJHG�WR�*UD\��'RXJODV�DQG�WKH�1DY\��
3UHYLRXVO\�KHOG�E\�DQ�$LU�)RUFH�)���+�6DEUH��WKLV�PDUNHG�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH�UHFRUG�
ZDV�KHOG�E\�DQ�DWWDFN�DLUFUDIW�

�6N\KDZN�����ZDV�UHWXUQHG�WR�WHVW�GXWLHV�DQG�WKH�VPRRWK�UXGGHU�ZDV�UH�LQVWDOOHG��
$IWHU�VHUYLFH�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�WHVW�XQLWV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�1DYDO�7RUSHGR�8QLW��WKH�UHFRUG�
EUHDNLQJ�$�'���ZDV�UHWLUHG�WR�WKH�1DY\¶V�GHVHUW�VWRUDJH�FHQWUH�DW�/LWFK¿HOG�3DUN��
$UL]RQD��,Q������LW�ZDV�VWULFNHQ�IURP�WKH�LQYHQWRU\��ZKLFK�SUREDEO\�PHDQV�WKDW�LW�
SDVVHG�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�VFUDS�\DUGV�QHDU�WKH�EDVH�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�WR�WKH�VPHOWHU�

�(G��1RWH��7KLV�DFFRXQW�ZDV�H[FHUSWHG�IURP�Douglas A-4 SKYHAWK, Attack 

and Close-support Fighter Bomber�E\�-LP�:LQFKHVWHU��3HQ�	�6ZRUG�%RRNV�/WG��
������S�������8VHG�ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRU�

�)RU�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�³%HWWLQJ�RQ�$�5HFRUG�´�The A-4Ever��6XPPHU������
continued...
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Gordo Gray starting A4D-1 137820 prior to 
record flight. (Skyhawk Assn. website)

A4D-1 137820 inflight.  Note 
“tadpole” rudder installed for 
record flight due to failures 
during flight test.  
(Skyhawk Assn. website)
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Hand-drawn map of record course 
laid out on the Rosamond Dry Lake 
near Palmdale.  
(Skyhawk Assn. website)
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The camera captures Gray at the start.  An 
altitude of 100 to 150 ft. was maintained for most 
of the flight. (Skyhawk Assn. website)
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On the race course.  Gray’s notes indicate difficulty 
seeing at least one pylon because the tires were 
not burning and the mirror wasn’t visible.  Due to 
turbulence, he had difficulty adjusting the engine 
and was actually concerned that the plane might not 
hold together.  The last note concerning the flight 
indicated that he lost track of the pylon count due to 
loss of radio.  (Skyhawk Assn. website)
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Record-breaking 
plane and pilot. 
(Skyhawk Assn. website)

Gray poses post-flight 
with ground crew. 
(Skyhawk Assn. website)
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Gray conducts press 
conference following flight.  
(Skyhawk Assn. website)

 FAI certificate, Diplome de 
Record, certifies record: 
695.163 mph on October 
15, 1955.  This record was 
previously held by the Air 
Force F-86H Sabre.  
(Skyhawk Assn. website and Winchester)
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6WRU\�DQG�SKRWRV�E\�'DYH�'ROODUKLGH

�������$LU9HQWXUH��

2VKNRVK������ZDV�DQRWKHU�JUHDW�
\HDU�IRU�$��V��ZLWK�WZR�-����SRZ-
HUHG�6N\KDZNV�VKDULQJ�WKH�UDPS�
DQG�WKH�VNLHV���$V�VKRZQ�EHORZ��WKH�
:DUELUG�+HULWDJH�0XVHXP¶V�$��%�
�%X1R����������QR�QHZ�FRPHU�WR�
2VKNRVK��ZDV�MRLQHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
WLPH�WKLV�\HDU�E\�6N\KDZN�9HQWXUHV¶�
$��&��%X1R���������

:DUELUG�+HULWDJH¶V�$��%�LV�
SDLQWHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�$��&���������
WKH�DLUFUDIW�ÀRZQ�E\�/&'5�7�5��
6ZDUW]�ZKHQ�KH�VKRW�GRZQ�D�0L*�
���RYHU�1RUWK�9LHWQDP�ZLWK�DQ�

XQJXLGHG�=81,��´�URFNHW���6ZDUW]�
ZDV�D�SLORW�ZLWK�9$�����RSHUDWLQJ�
IURP�866�%RQ�+RPPH�5LFKDUG�
�&9$�����GXULQJ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�
0D\�����������7KH�DLUFUDIW�LV�LQ�LWV�
VHFRQG�UHLQFDUQDWLRQ��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�
SUHYLRXVO\�UHVWRUHG�LQ�WKH�ODWH���¶V�
E\�WKH�&RPEDW�-HWV�)O\LQJ�0XVHXP�
RI�+RXVWRQ��7;��$GGLWLRQDO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�DLUFUDIW�LV�
DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�:DUELUG�+HULWDJH�
0XVHXP�ZHEVLWH��KWWS���ZZZ�
ZDUELUGKHULWDJHIRXQGDWLRQ�RUJ�
:+)B$&B$�B�B+LVW�KWPO�

:H�UHSRUWHG�RQ�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�6N\KDZN�9HQWXUHV¶�
$��&�LQ�WKH�FRYHU�VWRU\�RI�WKH�
)DOO������HGLWLRQ�RI�The A-4Ever���
.QRZQ�DV�%X1R���������WKH�DLUFUDIW�
LV�DFWXDOO\�PDGH�XS�RI�PDMRU�VHF-
WLRQV�RI�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�$��V���7KH�
IURQW�KDOI�RI�WKH�IXVHODJH�LV�IURP�
��������ZKLOH�WKH�UHDU�KDOI�RI�WKH�IX-
VHODJH�FDPH�IURP����������7KH�ZLQJ�
ZDV�VDOYDJHG�IURP����������7KH�
SORW�WR�UHVWRUH�WKLV�MHW�ZDV�KDWFKHG�LQ�
�����E\�'DQ�&DUU�DQG�3RUWHU�6SDQ-
JOHU���7KHLU�HIIRUW�FXOPLQDWHG�LQ�D�
³¿UVW´�ÀLJKW�RQ�$XJXVW����������IURP�
WKHLU�KRPH�¿HOG�LQ�6DQIRUG��)/���
/DUU\�³:RUP´�(OPRUH��ZDV�DW�WKH�
FRQWUROV��DQG�LV�LQ�IDFW�DQ�DOXPQXV�RI�
9$�����WKH�VTXDGURQ�ZKRVH�PDUN-
LQJV�DGRUQ�WKH�DLUFUDIW��6HH��KWWS���
VN\KDZNYHQWXUHV�FRP�LQGH[�KWPO��
IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�



Dan Carr and Larry Elmore brief the crowd.
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The photogenic A-4s are big hits with their fans.
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A-4C of Skyhawk Ventures being towed 
to parking.



 AE 402 joins NP 685 to form Skyhawk det Oshkosh.
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 In a different age, the A-4s 
share a ramp with a former 
adversary – a MiG-21.
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A rare sight these days: two 
J-65 powered A-4s wait for 
the next launch.
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As in the ‘60s, 
the A-4s share 
a deck with an 
FJ Fury.

������� Skyhawk Association



Skyhawk Association���Fall 2012 Extra�������



��������$,#$
&RQWLQXHG���

Paul Wood, owner of NP 685, shows 
off his 150 gallon drop tank, modified 
to transport the starting probe.
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After a long taxi to the 
ramp, engine oil flows down 
the side of the fuselage 
from the “total loss” oil 
system of the J-65.
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The clean, simple 
wing-line of the 
A-4B. Few fleet 
aircraft were 
maintained as 
well.



Skyhawk Association���Fall 2012 Extra�������



������� Skyhawk Association

��
����]���	��	���
��
��
%\�-LP�5XIIHU

��*HQHUDO�1RULHJD¶V�³3ULVRQ�RI�'HDWK´���3DQDPD��������

0\�WDOH�LV�DERXW�KRZ�D�0DULQH�
&RUSV�³%ODFN�6KHHS�6TXDGURQ´�SLORW�
DQG�9LHWQDP�YHWHUDQ��ZKR�EHFDPH�D�
1DY\�)OLJKW�6XUJHRQ�DQG��ODWHU��DQ�$LU�
)RUFH�)OLJKW�6XUJHRQ��JRW�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�D�
&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�³SULVRQ�RI�GHDWK´�DQG�
KHOSHG�86�$UP\¶V�'HOWD�)RUFH�SXOO�RII�
WKH�UHVFXH�RI�DQ�$PHULFDQ�KRVWDJH��.XUW�
0XVH��,�ZDV�WKDW�GRFWRU�DQG�WKH�³LQVLGH�
PDQ´�IRU�WKH�FDSHU��7KH�SULVRQ�ZDV�WKH�
0RGHOR�LQ�3DQDPD�&LW\�

³'HOWD´�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�,UDQLDQ�
'HVHUW�LQ������GXULQJ�³'HVHUW�2QH�´�0\�
1DYDO�$LU�7UDLQLQJ�&RPPDQG�FRPSDQ-
LRQ��&DSWDLQ�-DPHV�6FKDHIHU�860&��
SLORWHG�D�KHOLFRSWHU�RQ�WKDW�PLVVLRQ�
WKDW�ZDV�DFFLGHQWDOO\�DLU�WD[LHG��GXU-
LQJ�D�EOLQGLQJ�GXVW�VWRUP��LQWR�D�&������
(LJKW�PHQ�GLHG��7KH�PLVVLRQ�WR�UHVFXH�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�KRVWDJHV�LQ�7HKUDQ�HQGHG�
WKHUH��7R�P\�NQRZOHGJH��VLQFH�::,,�
WKHUH�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�D�UHVFXH�RI�DQ�HQH-
P\�KHOG�$PHULFDQ�E\�8�6��IRUFHV�XQWLO�
³2SHUDWLRQ�-XVW�&DXVH´��7KH�UHVFXH�RI�
.XUW�0XVH�ZDV�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�REMHFWLYH�
RI�WKDW�LQYDVLRQ��H[HFXWHG�E\�³'HOWD´�
ZLWK�SODQQLQJ�LQWHO�IURP�PH�

'XULQJ�D�SHULRG�RI�QLQH�PRQWKV�,�ZDV�
UHOXFWDQWO\�DGPLWWHG�LQWR�WKH�0RGHOR�
SULVRQ��WKUHH�WLPHV�SHU�ZHHN��E\�LWV�
UHVHQWIXO�NHHSHUV��)UHTXHQF\�RI�DFFHVV�
KDG�EHHQ�P\�SXUSRVH�DW�WKH�FDXVWLF�
QHJRWLDWLRQV��7KH�3DQDPDQLDQ�'LFWD-
WRU�ZDV�REOLJHG�WR�DOORZ�RQH�XQLIRUPHG�
$PHULFDQ�PHGLFDO�RI¿FHU�LQWR�WKH�SULVRQ�
WR�DWWHQG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�KRVWDJH��DIWHU�
3UHVLGHQW�*HRUJH�+��:��%XVK�WKUHDWHQHG�
WUDYHO�SURKLELWLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKH�3DQDPD-
QLDQ�5HJLPH��,�GHGLFDWHG�P\�OLIH�WR�WKH�
FDUH�DQG�UHVFXH�RI�.XUW�0XVH��WKH�³RZQ-
HU�DQG�RSHUDWRU´�RI�FODQGHVWLQH�³/LE-
HUDWLRQ�5DGLR´��ZKLFK�KDG�VR�DQQR\HG�
*HQHUDO�1RULHJD��.XUW�0XVH�ZDV�WR�EH�
HOLPLQDWHG��DQG�ZLWK�KLV�OLIH¶V�GLOHPPD��
OLIH�IRU�PH�EHFDPH�VWUDQJHU�WKDQ�¿FWLRQ��
IRU�KLP�LW�EHFDPH�DOPRVW�XQEHDUDEOH�

,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�KRVWDJH¶V�
WHHQDJH�GDXJKWHU��.LPEHUO\�0XVH��WKHQ�
LQ�KLGLQJ��NQHZ�P\�GDXJKWHU��.ULVWLQD�

5XIIHU��,Q�IDFW��WKH\�ZHUH�EHVW�IULHQGV�DW�
VFKRRO��,�KDG�QRW�HYHQ�NQRZQ�WKH�QDPH��
³0XVH´��XQWLO�D�IHZ�GD\V�EHIRUH�,�EHJDQ�
P\�PLVVLRQV�LQWR�WKH�SULVRQ��,�KDG�WR�DVN�
P\VHOI�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��DIWHU�WKHVH�HYHQWV�
KDG�SDVVHG��³+DG�,�FDUHG�HQRXJK�DERXW�
P\�GDXJKWHU�DQG�KHU�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�OLIH�
LQ�WKRVH�WHQGHU�\HDUV"´�,�KDG�QRW�NQRZQ�
WKDW�VKH�KDG�³ORVW´�KHU�EHVW�IULHQG��)RU�
PH�WKH�0RGHOR�ZDV�VHFUHW�EXVLQHVV��DQG�
WKLV�DORQH�RIIHUHG�D�VOLJKW�H[FXVH�IRU�
QRW�NQRZLQJ�RI�P\�GDXJKWHU¶V�SHUVRQDO�
SOLJKW�GXULQJ�WKH�LQWULJXHV�

(DUO\�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ�YLVLWV�ZLWK�.XUW�
0XVH��KH�VSRNH�RI�WKH�VRXQGV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
SULVRQ�DV������KDXQWLQJ�DQG�KRUULEOH��+H�
FRXOG�KHDU�PHQ�EHLQJ�WRUWXUHG��DQG�GH-
VFULEHG�DZDNHQLQJ�WR�KLV�RZQ�VFUHDPV��,�
ZRXOG�¿QG�KLP�IDLQW�DQG�WUHPEOLQJ�IURP�
HPRWLRQDO�VKRFN�DIWHU�D�PDQ�KDG�EHHQ�
EXWFKHUHG�MXVW�RXWVLGH�RI�KLV�FHOO��%ORRG�
ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�WURG�WKURXJK�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
0RGHOR��,W�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�SODFH�WR�
GUHDG��EXW�LW�EHFDPH�D�SODFH�RI�XQLPDJL-
QDEOH�KRUURU�GXULQJ�P\�ZDWFK�

)RU�H[DPSOH��P\�3DQDPD�&LW\�ODQG-
ORUG��EHDXWLIXO��DULVWRFUDWLF��/LGLD�'H�
-DQRQ���ZDV�DUUHVWHG�DQG�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQ�
0RGHOR��DQG�ZDV�IHG�KDQG�VORSSHG�IRRG�
E\�WUDQVYHVWLWH�LQPDWHV��7KH\�WKHP-
VHOYHV�ZHUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�PRVW�KLGHRXV�
ZD\V�DJDLQVW�WKH�FDSWLYHV�RI�WKH�5HJLPH��
$IWHU�KHU�HYHQWXDO�UHOHDVH�IURP�SULVRQ�
/LGLD�'H�-DQRQ�YRZHG�WR�PH�WR�GLH�DW�
KHU�RZQ�KDQGV�LI�HYHU�WKUHDWHQHG�ZLWK�
0RGHOR�DJDLQ�

$PRQJ�WKH�PHPRUDEOH��XQLTXH��DQG�
GLVWXUELQJ�VRXQGV�RI�WKH�SULVRQ�ZHUH�WKH�
³SKDQWRP´�W\SHZULWHUV�WKDW�KXPPHG�
FRQWLQXDOO\��QLJKW�DQG�GD\��SDUWLFXODUO\�
GXULQJ�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�1RULHJD¶V�SXUJHV�
RI�KLV�SROLWLFDO�RSSRQHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�HQ-
HPLHV��1RULHJD¶V�PDGPHQ�GRFXPHQWHG�
WKH�HQWU\�RI�HDFK�SULVRQHU�LQWR�WKHLU�
LQIHUQDO�³VDQFWXP�´�1RULHJD¶V�VHFUHW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�DQG�PD\KHP��
RXWVLGH�WKH�SULVRQ��GLG�QRW�ERWKHU�ZLWK�
VXFK�IDVWLGLRXVQHVV�

7KHQ��WKHUH�ZDV�%DUDEEDV�

%DUDEEDV�ZDV�D�P\VWHU\�WR�0XVH��
DQG�KH�VKRZHG�PXFK�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�
%DUDEEDV�VWRU\��7KH�PDQ�ZDV�UHVSRQ-
VLEOH�IRU�KRZOLQJ�WKDW�SHUPHDWHG�WKH�
SULVRQ�DW�QLJKW�DQG�LQYDGHG�WKH�VRXOV�RI�
WKH�LQPDWHV�XQWLO�LW�EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�WKHP��
'LG�D�%DUDEEDV�¿JXUH�LQGHHG�KDXQW�WKH�
ERZHOV�RI�WKH�SULVRQ��HDWLQJ�KLV�H[FUH-
PHQW��UDWWOLQJ�KLV�FKDLQV��DQG�KRZOLQJ"�
0HDQZKLOH��WKH�VRXQG�ZDV�DV�GLDEROLFDO�
DV�LW�ZDV�LQH[SOLFDEOH�WR�WKH�XQLQLWLDWHG��

,�OHQJWKHQHG�P\�VWD\V�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
SULVRQ��XVLQJ�HYHU\�LPDJLQDEOH�VXE-
WHUIXJH��WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�KRV-
WDJH��DQG�,�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�³LQWHOOLJHQFH�
UHTXLUHPHQW´�DW�HDFK�YLVLW��7KHQ��WKHUH�
FDPH�WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�,�SOD\HG�P\�¿UVW�
SUDQN�RQ�.XUW�0XVH��7KH�WLPH�ZDV�
ULJKW��DV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�QHHG�IRU�D�QHZ�
³PRRG´�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZDOOV�WKDW�HQFRP-
SDVVHG�XV��³.XUW�´�,�ZKLVSHUHG�NQRZ-
LQJO\��WR�FDSWLYDWH�KLV�DWWHQWLRQ�LQVWDQWO\��
³,�IRXQG�RXW�ZKR�%DUDEEDV�LV�´��.XUW�
IHOO�IRU�WKLV�EDLW�LQVWDQWO\��DQG�KH�ORRNHG�
DURXQG�KLP�WR�VHH�LI�LW�ZDV�VDIH�IRU�PH�
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WR�EHWUD\�VXFK�D�VHFUHW��,Q�QLQH�PRQWKV�,�
KDG�QHYHU�XWWHUHG�D�ZRUG�WKDW�,�ZDV�QRW�
SUHSDUHG�WR�KDYH�RYHUKHDUG��RU�SLFNHG�
XS�E\�D�KLGGHQ�PLFURSKRQH���,�FRQWLQ-
XHG��³.XUW��%DUDEEDV�LV�DQFLHQW��DQG�KDV�
EHHQ�LQ�WKH�0RGHOR�IRUHYHU��LW�VHHPV��
+H�LV�D�EODFN�PDQ��QDNHG��ZLWK�D�SXUH�
ZKLWH�DIUR��FKDLQHG��DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�
PDG��+H�ZDV�SLFNHG�XS�LQ�WKH�MXQJOHV�RI�
3DQDPD�E\�D�SUHYLRXV�UHJLPH��LQ�������,�
ZRXOG�VD\��ZKLOH�KDQG�FUDQNLQJ�D�FODQ-
GHVWLQH�UDGLR��µ/LEHUDWLRQ�3DQDPD¶�´

.XUW�VHHPHG�LQFUHGLEO\�LPSUHVVHG�
ZLWK�WKLV�ELW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��H[KLELWLQJ�
D�VWXQQHG�H[SUHVVLRQ��DQG�KH�SUREDEO\��
WUDQVLHQWO\��FRQVLGHUHG�KLPVHOI�D�IRUWX-
QDWH�PDQ�LQ�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ��XQWLO��WKDW�
LV��KH�PDGH�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�KLV�RZQ�
SOLJKW�ZLWK�WKDW�RI�%DUDEEDV�,�KDG�MXVW�
GHVFULEHG��$W�ZKLFK�SRLQW�KLV�DPXVHG�
VWDUH�WUDQVIRUPHG�HYHU�VR�VXEWO\��PXVFOH�
E\�PXVFOH��WZLWFK�E\�WZLWFK��DV�WKH�VWRU\�
VDQN�LQ�DQG�DV�KLV�LUH�DW�EHLQJ�KRRG-
ZLQNHG�E\�WKH�GRFWRU�IXOO\�GHYHORSHG��
+LV�H[SUHVVLRQ�VHHPHG�WR�VD\��D�QHZ�

DQG�GLIIHUHQW�'RFWRU�5XIIHU��LW�ZRXOG�
VHHP��KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�SULVRQ�

*UDGXDOO\�WKH�DPXVHG�VWDUH�KDG�
EHFRPH�D�JODUH��DQG�D�YHU\�DQJU\�RQH�
IRU�DQ�LQVWDQW��DQG�WKHQ�.XUW�0XVH�
EHJDQ�WR�ODXJK�RXWUDJHRXVO\��+H�ZRXOG�
UHSD\�WKH�GRFWRU�LQ�NLQG��ODWHU��GXULQJ�D�
IXWXUH�YLVLW��$QG�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�GDQJHU�
DQG�GLDEROLVP��RU�PD\EH�HYHQ�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKHP��RXU�VRXOV�EHFDPH�ZHGGHG�LQ�
WKH�TXHVW�IRU�VDQLW\�DQG�VXUYLYDO��7KH�
GD\�ZRXOG�FRPH�ZKHQ�,�ZRXOG�VHH�
.XUW�0XVH�VDIH��ZKHQ�,�ZRXOG�EHKROG�
%DUDEEDV��IRU�P\VHOI��LQ�DQ�H[WUDRUGL-
QDU\�PRPHQW��DQG�ZKHQ�,�ZRXOG�DJDLQ�
GHPRQVWUDWH�VRPH�PRGLFXP�RI�DGURLW�
DQG�SUDFWLFHG�ZLVGRP�WKDW�KHOSV�PDNH�
OLIH�VR�PXFK�IXQ�

�+LVWRU\�UHFRUGV�WKDW�.XUW�0XVH�
ZDV�UHVFXHG��QRW�ZLWKRXW�GUDPD��LQ�D�
ZHOO�SODQQHG�DQG�ZHOO�H[HFXWHG�PLV-
VLRQ��E\�WKH�86�$UP\¶V�'HOWD�)RUFH��
GXULQJ�³3DUW�2QH´�RI�WKH�³,QYDVLRQ�RI�
3DQDPD´��,�KDG�KHOSHG�SUHSDUH�IRU�DQG�
SODQ�WKDW�FDSHU�

(QG�1RWH��$V�DQ�DVLGH��3URGXFHU�
/DXUHQ�+HU]�SXW�WRJHWKHU�D�³0LOLWDU\�
&KDQQHO´�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�
WLWOHG��³&RPEDW�=RQH�6HULHV��5HVFXH�LQ�
3DQDPD�´�0\�GLDU\�KHOSHG�DXWKRU�-RKQ�
*LOVWUDS�EXLOG�WKH�FKURQRORJ\�IRU�WKH�
SULVRQ�SRUWLRQ�RI�KLV�ERRN��³6L[�0LQXWHV�
WR�)UHHGRP�´

�(G��1RWH��&RORQHO�5XIIHU�ZDV�D�SL-
ORW�ZLWK�90$���������LQ�&KX�/DL�DQG�
90$7�����LQ�<XPD�SULRU�WR�EHFRPLQJ�
DQ�0'���+H�VHUYHG�DV�D�ÀLJKW�VXUJHRQ�
ZLWK�ERWK�WKH�8�6��1DY\�DQG�8�6��$LU�
)RUFH���+H�ZDV�'HSXW\�&RPPDQG�
6XUJHRQ�IRU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�6RXWKHUQ�
&RPPDQG�LQ�3DQDPD�GXULQJ�WKH�,QYD-
VLRQ�RI�3DQDPD�DQG�ZDV�LQVWUXPHQWDO�
LQ�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�3DQDPD¶V�PHGLFDO�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH���7KLV�VWRU\�¿UVW�DSSHDUHG�
LQ�0L*�6ZHHS��6SULQJ��������8VHG�ZLWK�
SHUPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRU��

Blacksheep pilots pose with A-4C 147788 circa 1968/69. Photo via author.



2Q�-XO\���VW��0DM*HQ�%REE\�*��
%XWFKHU��860&�UHW��SUHVLGHG�RYHU�
WKH�XQYHLOLQJ�RI�$��0���������WKH�
����WK�DQG�ODVW�SURGXFWLRQ�PRGHO�RI�
WKH�XELTXLWRXV�'RXJODV�$���6N\KDZN���
7KH�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�UHSDLQWHG�WR�PDWFK�WKH�
VFKHPH�DSSOLHG�DW�WKH�'RXJODV�IDFWRU\�
EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�0DULQH�
&RUSV�RQ�)HEUXDU\������������7KDW�SDLQW�
VFKHPH�FRPPHPRUDWHG�WKH�PDQ\�8�6��
DQG�IRUHLJQ�RSHUDWRUV�RI�WKH�DLUFUDIW�

��������DV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODVW����$��0V�
EXLOW�IRU�WKH�8�6��0DULQH�&RUSV��KDG�
EHHIHG�XS�PDLQ�ODQGLQJ�JHDU��SHUPLWWLQJ�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�$��0¶V�PD[LPXP�DU-
UHVWHG�ODQGLQJ�ZHLJKW�WR��������SRXQGV�
�IURP����������¿HOG�ODQGLQJ�ZHLJKW�XS�
WR��������SRXQGV��IURP����������DQG�
WDNH�RII�XS�WR���������IURP�����������
/DUJHU�VWUXWV�DQG�ZKHHOV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�
GLIIHUHQW�WRUTXH�OLQN��VFLVVRUV��VKRFN�
DEVRUELQJ�V\VWHP�ZDV�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQ�
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%\�6$�(GLWRULDO�6WDII

SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�DLUFUDIW��EHJLQQLQJ�
ZLWK�%X1R����������7KH�ZKHHO�ZHOO�
GRRUV�ZHUH�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�VL]H�WR�DFFRP-
PRGDWH�WKH�WKLFNHU�ZKHHOV�DQG�VFLVVRUV��
JLYLQJ�WKDW�EORFN�RI�DLUFUDIW�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�
SUR¿OH�ZKHQ�YLHZHG�KHDG�RQ���6RXUFH�
7RPP\�7KRPDVRQ�DQG�%LOO�(JHQ��

7KLV�$���ZDV�GHOLYHUHG�WR�90$�
����DW�0&$6�&KHUU\�3RLQW��1&��EXW�
VSHQW�PRVW�RI�LWV�DFWLYH�VHUYLFH�ZLWK�
WKH�90$�����%XOOGRJV���,Q�2FWREHU�RI�
������LW�ZDV�DVVLJQHG�WR�9;���DW�1:&�
&KLQD�/DNH��&$��ZKHUH�LW�VHUYHG�DV�D�
ZHDSRQV�DQG�V\VWHPV�WHVW�SODWIRUP�IRU�
WHQ�\HDUV���,Q�0DUFK��������������ZDV�
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�0DULQH�5HVHUYH�XQLW�DW�
1$6�0HPSKLV��71��DQG�ZDV�RSHUDWHG�
E\�0$*����GHW�%�90$�����XQWLO�-XQH�
�����ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�VWULFNHQ�IURP�WKH�DF-
WLYH�UROOV�

7KH�ODVW�SURGXFWLRQ�$���ZDV�ÀRZQ�
IURP�1$6�0HPSKLV�WR�0&$6�(O�7RUR�
E\�/W&RO�5DQG\�&KHVWRQ��&RPPDQG-
LQJ�2I¿FHU��0$*����GHW�%���,W�ZDV�
GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�DLUFUDIW�PXVHXP�DW�(O�
7RUR��DQG�LQ�-XQH�������ZLWK�WKH�FORV-
LQJ�RI�0&$6�(O�7RUR��LW�ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�)O\LQJ�/HDWKHUQHFN�
0XVHXP�DW�0&$6�0LUDPDU��&$�

(YHQ�WKRXJK��������KDV�EHHQ�
UHSDLQWHG��)/0�ZLOO�JUDWHIXOO\�
DFFHSW�GRQDWLRQV�IRU�LWV�PDLQWHQDQFH���
&KHFN�RXW�WKHLU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�
À\LQJOHDWKHUQHFNV�RUJ�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

Randy Cheston preflights 160264 
prior to leaving NAS Memphis, TN, 
for ferry to MCAS El Toro.   
Photo via Randy Cheston.

Headed West.  Cheston and LtCol Billy 
Oehl enroute MCAS El Toro, CA.  
Photo via Randy Cheston.

160264 at Flying Leatherneck 
Museum prior to repainting.   
Photo via FLM.
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160264 in the 
paint shop.  
Photo via FLM.

A fitting display for the last in a proud lineage.   
Photo via Todd Frommelt.

Better than new. Photo by J.A. Dietsch.
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<HV��,�NQRZ�7KH$��(YHU�LV�D�SXE-
OLFDWLRQ�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�$����DQG�WKLV�
LV�EXW�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�)���&UXVDGHU��QRW�D�
6N\KDZN��+HDU�PH�RXW�WKRXJK��EHFDXVH�
OLNH�DOO�SLFWXUHV�WKHUH�LV�D�VWRU\�WR�JR�
ZLWK�WKLV�RQH�

,W�ZDV�GXULQJ�P\�VHFRQG�9LHWQDP�
FUXLVH�ZLWK�WKH�9$�����'DPEXVWHUV�
DERDUG�WKH�866�7LFRQGHURJD��&9$�
�����2Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�KRS�,�ZDV�WR�OHDG�

D�WKUHH�SODQH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�D�URDG�UHFFH�
�UHFRQQDLVVDQFH��PLVVLRQ�RYHU�WKH�9LQK�
DUHD��

7KH�DLU�ZLQJ�LQWHOOLJHQFH�EULHI�ZDV�
FRQGXFWHG�E\�9$����¶V�IHDUOHVV�$�,��
RI¿FHU��:DOW�³+RW�)ODN´�0DUFLQLDF��
$IWHU�OHDUQLQJ�ZKHUH�WR�H[SHFW�HQHP\�
6$0�DQG�DQWL�DLUFUDIW�VLWHV��ZH�KHDGHG�
EDFN�WR�5HDG\�5RRP���IRU�RXU�ÀLJKW�
EULHI��0LQH�ZDV�WKH�VWDQGDUG�VWXII�

VF-91 F-8 Crusader 
plugs into a VA-195 
buddy store-equipped 
A-4C for unexpected 
photo shoot. 
Photo via the author.

DERXW�UHQGH]YRXV��IUHTXHQFLHV��SRVVLEOH�
WDUJHWV��ZKDW�WR�GR�LI�RQH�RI�XV�JRW�KLW��
ELQJR�IXHO�UHTXLUHPHQWV��JHWWLQJ�EDFN�
WR�WKH�7LFR��DQG�UHFRYHU\��$IWHU������
PLVVLRQV��H[FHSW�IRU�$OSKD�VWULNHV��WKHVH�
FRPEDW�SUHÀLJKW�EULHIV�ZHUH�DOO�SUHWW\�
PXQGDQH�DQG�UHSHWLWLYH�

:H�FKHFNHG�WKH�PDLQWHQDQFH�ERDUG�
IRU�RXU�DVVLJQHG�DLUFUDIW��DQG�LW�ZDV�DW�
WKDW�SRLQW�WKDW�,�QRWLFHG�WKH�VLGH�QXPEHU�
RI�WKH�WDQNHU�SODQH�RXU�VTXDGURQ�ZDV�
VHQGLQJ�XS�IRU�WKH�ODXQFK��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�
WKH�WUXVW\�$��&V�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�D�ERPE�
GDPDJH�DVVHVVPHQW��%'$��FDPHUD��,�
WKLQN�9$�����KDG�IRXU�RI�WKHP���7KHVH�
FDPHUDV�ZHUH�PRXQWHG�RQ�WKH�DIW�RI�
WKH�SODQH�DQG�SRLQWHG�EDFNZDUGV��$V�,�
UHFDOO��DIWHU�ERPE�UHOHDVH�WKH�SLORW�KLW�
D�VZLWFK��DQG�WKH�FDPHUD�WRRN�D�VHULHV�
RI�¿YH�RU�VL[�SLFWXUHV�DW�D�SUH�WLPHG�
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LQWHUYDO��*RRG�IRU�RQH�WLPH�RQO\��RQFH�
VWDUWHG�WKH�SLORW�FRXOG�QRW�VWRS�WKH�
SLFWXUH�WDNLQJ�SURFHVV�RU�VWDUW�LW�RYHU��

7KH�SLORW�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�UHIXHOLQJ�
PLVVLRQ�ZDV�/W�MJ��3DW�%LGRQ��+H�ZDV�
RQ�KLV�¿UVW�FUXLVH��D�YHU\�OLNHDEOH�JX\�
DQG�H[FHOOHQW�SLORW��,�JRW�DQ�LGHD��ZHQW�
EDFN�WR�&DJ�$�,��DQG�WDONHG�³+RW�)ODN´�
LQWR�ORDGLQJ�WKH�WDQNHU�ELUG¶V�%'$�
FDPHUD�ZLWK�¿OP��,�WKHQ�EULHIHG�3DW�RQ�
P\�SODQ�

7KLV�LV�KRZ�,�LPDJLQHG�WKH�KRS�
ZRXOG�XQIROG��$IWHU�WKH�VWULNH��RXU�VHF-
WLRQ�ZRXOG�MRLQ�XS�ZLWK�WKH�WDQNHU��,¶G�
OHW�3DW�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�WKHUH��WKHQ�
JHW�LQ�SRVLWLRQ�WR�UHIXHO��:KHQ�,�JRW�
FORVH�WR�WKH�EDVNHW�,¶G�NH\�WKH�PLF�WZLFH�
WR�VLJQDO�KLP�WR�VWDUW�WKH�FDPHUD��7KHQ�
,¶G�PRYH�IRUZDUG�DQG�SOXJ�LQ��:KDW�
D�JUHDW�LGHD��,¶G�KDYH�P\VHOI�RQ�¿OP�
UHIXHOLQJ�WKH�YHQHUDEOH�$���

$OO�ZHQW�ZHOO��DQG�,�ZDV�YHU\�
H[FLWHG�WR�JHW�EDFN�DERDUG�DQG�KDYH�
WKH�SLFWXUHV�GHYHORSHG��$IWHU�WKH�WUDS�
�,¶P�VXUH�LW�ZDV�DQ�2.���:LUH���,�UDFHG�
GRZQ�WKH�HVFDODWRU�WR�WKH�UHDG\�URRP��
,�FRUQHUHG�3DW�DQG�DVNHG�LI�KH�JRW�WKH�
VKRWV��$IWHU�PXFK�KHPPLQJ�DQG�KDZ�$IWHU�PXFK�KHPPLQJ�DQG�KDZ-
LQJ��KH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�ZKHQ�LW�JRW�FORVH�
WR�UHFRYHU\�WLPH��KH�WKRXJKW�RXU�ÀLJKW�
ZDVQ¶W�JRLQJ�WR�MRLQ�XS�LQ�WLPH�WR�GR�WKH�
VKRRW��6R�KH�GHFLGHG�WKDW�WKH�QH[W�SODQH�
WR�DVN�IRU�JDV�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�RQH�KH�SKR-
WRJUDSKHG��7KH�UHVXOW�LV�WKH�SLFWXUH�RI�
WKH�)���IURP�9)������1HHGOHVV�WR�VD\�,�
ZDV�D�YHU\�GLVDSSRLQWHG�1DYDO�$YLDWRU�

1RW�RQH�WR�JLYH�XS�RQ�D�JRRG�LGHD��,�
FHDVHOHVVO\�ORRNHG�IRU�DQRWKHU�RSSRUWX-
QLW\�WR�JHW�WKDW�SLFWXUH��$ODV��LW�ZDV�QRW�
WR�EH��1RQH�RI�WKH�&KLSS\�%'$�SODQHV�
ZDV�HYHU�DVVLJQHG�WKH�WDQNHU�PLVVLRQ�
DJDLQ�

,�QHYHU�GLG�¿QG�RXW�ZKR�WKH�OXFN\�
9)�����6DWDQ¶V�.LWWHQV�SLORW�ZDV��,�
UHDOO\�ZLVK�,¶G�PDGH�WKH�HIIRUW�EHFDXVH�
,¶P�VXUH�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�HQMR\HG�
YLHZLQJ�DQG�VKRZLQJ�RII�WKLV�JUHDW��
DQG�SUREDEO\�RQH�RI�D�NLQG�SLFWXUH��
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDUV��,�NQRZ�,�KDYH�

$OODQ�&DUWZULJKW
96)������������
9$��������������

3��6��,I�DQ\RQH�ZDQWV�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�
SKRWRV��,¶OO�JODGO\�VHQG�WKHP�RQ��&RQ-
WDFW�PH�DW�RN�ZLUH#DRO�FRP�

www.AirinternAtionAl.com
$9$,/$%/(�0217+/<���68%6&5,%(�12:�
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� Before they fade and crumple, 

share your photos.
email to  

sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org

VMA-124 pilots refuel from KC-130. 
Photo by Harry Gann via Al Rome.

VMF/VMA-124 pilots celebrate the 50th anniversary of the squadron in 1992. WWII Corsair pilots are pictured with VMA-124 pilots 
who flew some of the last operational USMC A-4s. Pictured second from the left in the front row (standing) is LtCol Thomas 
Craig Wagner, then CO of VMA-124. In the middle of the first row (standing), wearing the white jacket, is LtCol Ken Walsh who 
as a 1/Lt flew with VMF-124 in the South Pacific during WWII. A 20-kill Ace flying Corsairs, he was awarded the Medal of Honor 
by President Roosevelt on February 8, 1944, for action in August 1943. Among other heroic acts, he singlehandedly attacked a 
flight of approximately 50 Zeros, claiming four kills before being forced down over Vella Lavella. Photo via Al Rome (pictured last 
on left in first row (standing).

VMA-124 pilot performs low Transition at 29 Palms. 
Photo via CWO-5 Al Rome.
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VMA-124 A-4Ms 
enroute to the 
target for live 
ordnance train-
ing. Photo by 
Harry Gann, via 
Al Rome.

A sad end. VMA-124 A-4Ms after decommissioning. Photo via Al Rome.
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By Jack “Youthly Puresome” Woodul

��<3¶V�([FHOOHQW�$GYHQWXUHV���

a�+DSS\�7UDLOV�WR�<RX�a
³%RZOLQJ�EDOOV��7KDW¶V�WKH�WLFNHW�´�

VXEPLWWHG�3XUHVRPH�IURP�WKH�H[WUHPH�
EDFN�RI�WKH�UHDG\�URRP��VODPPLQJ�KLV�
¿VW�GRZQ�LQ�VXFK�D�PDQO\�PDQQHU�RQ�
KLV�ÀLS�XS�GHVNWRS�WKDW�QHDUE\�&DQG\�
$QG\��WKH�%XGG\�6WRUH�%RPEHU��VORVKHG�
KLV�FRIIHH��8S�LQ�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�UHDG\�
URRP��WKH�;2�VFRZOHG�RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU�
DW�3XUHVRPH��WKH�RXWEXUVW�KDYLQJ�PDGH�
KLP�VRLO�D�PHPR�

³1R�PRUH�FUXPP\�6WHHO�7LJHUV�´�
FRQWLQXHG�3XUHVRPH��D�VWUDQJH��PHVVL-
DQLF�OLJKW�LQ�KLV�H\H��³,�¿JJHUHG�RXW�KRZ�
WR�FORVH�GRZQ�WKH�+R�&KL�0LQK�7UDLO�IHU�
VXUH�´�

&DQG\�$QG\�DQG�D�IHZ�RWKHU�ZRUWK-
OHVV�-2V��WU\LQJ�WR�ORRN�EXV\�HQRXJK�WR�
MXVWLI\�KDQJLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�
FRRO�UHDG\�URRP��KDSSLO\�VWRSSHG�MXVWL-
I\LQJ�

³:KDW�ZH�GR�´�FRQWLQXHG�3XUHVRPH��
³LV�ORDG�XS�ZLWK�ERZOLQJ�EDOOV��GURS�¶HP�
RQ�WKH�VLGHV�RI�WKH�KLOOV�DERYH�WKH�WUDLO��
DQG�DOO�WKLV�PXG�DQG�VWXII�VOLGHV�GRZQ�
RQ�WKH�WUDLO��7KHQ�RO¶�*RPHU�ZLOO�FRPH�
WR�¿[�WKLQJV�XS��$QG�ZKHQ�KH�JHWV�GRQH��
KH¶V�JRW�WR�VWDFN�WKH�ERZOLQJ�EDOOV��7KH\�
NHHS�IDOOLQJ�GRZQ��KH�JHWV�DOO�PHQWDO�
DQG�EDWVKLW��DQG�ZH�NLFN�KLV�DVV�DQG�JR�
KRPH�´

Working the Bowling Ball Problem
:HHG�ZDV�WKH�$Y:HSV�GLYLVLRQ�

RI¿FHU��DQG�RUGQDQFH�ZDV�KLV�JDPH��
+LV�DQDO\WLFDO�PLQG�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�RQ�
WKH�SUREOHP��³/HVVHH��ZH�FRXOG�XVH�D�
PXOWLSOH�ERZOLQJ�EDOO�HMHFWRU�UDFN��D�
µ0%%(5�¶�FDUU\�VL[�ERZOLQJ�EDOOV�SHU�
UDFN��XVH�D�FHQWHUOLQH�WDQN��WZR�0%-
%(5V�DQG�D�VLQJOH�ERZOLQJ�EDOO�RQ�WKH�
RXWERDUG�VWDWLRQV�²�WKDW¶V�IRXUWHHQ�

EDOOV�SHU�SODQH��¿IW\�VL[�SHU�GLYLVLRQ��
'RQ¶W�NQRZ�DERXW�EDOOLVWLFV��WKRXJK�´�
:HHG�WKRXJKW��³+H\��$QG\�´�:HHG�VKRW�
LQ�&DQG\�$QG\¶V�GLUHFWLRQ��³5HFNRQ�
D�ERZOLQJ�EDOO�KDV�DERXW�WKH�VDPH�PLO�
OHDG�DV�D�EXGG\�VWRUH"´

$QG\�ZHDULO\�ORIWHG�KLV�PLGGOH�¿Q-
JHU�DW�:HHG�DV�KH�KDG�VRPH�IRXU�WKRX-
VDQG�WLPHV�EHIRUH��HYHU�VLQFH�KH�EHFDPH�
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%XGG\�6WRUH�%RPEHU��
LQDGYHUWHQWO\�ORIWLQJ�LW�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�
SUDFWLFH�ERPE�RQ�KLV�RXWERDUG�VWDWLRQ�
LQ�D�JUHDW�DUF�DQG��LQFLGHQWDOO\��JHWWLQJ�D�
IDLUO\�JRRG�KLW�

³1DZ��QDZ��QDZ�´�VDLG�:RUP��³:H�
PDNH�D�UXQ�WR�+RQJ�.RQJ��JHW�D�EXQFK�
RI�&KLQHVH�¿QJHU�WUDSV�DQG�VWLFN�¶HP�LQ�
WKH�ERZOLQJ�EDOO�KROHV��7KHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�
*RPHUV�WU\�WR�SLFN�WKHP�XS��WKH\�JRW�
ERZOLQJ�EDOOV�VWXFN�RQ�WKHLU�¿QJHUV��JHW�
DOO�PHQWDO�DQG�EDWVKLW��DQG�
ZH�FRPH�WXUQ�¶HP�LQWR�FULVS\�
FULWWHUV�´

The Scheme Evolves
(QWLUH�XQLYHUVHV�RI�SRV-

VLELOLWLHV�ZHUH�RFFXUULQJ�WR�
3XUHVRPH¶V�IHYHULVK�PLQG��
1RW�ERZOLQJ�EDOOV��EXW�
VKHHSV�

³6KHHSV��7KDW¶V�WKH�WLFNHW�´�3XUH-
VRPH¶V�PDQO\�GHVN�VODP�FDXVHG�;2�
3DUNHU¶V�SHQ�WR�EORW�WKH�³ZKLWH�ZKL]]HU´�
KH�ZDV�FRPSRVLQJ�DERXW�MXQLRU�RI¿FHU�
WUDLQLQJ��DQG�KH�DURVH�VORZO\�IURP�SLOHV�
RI�SDSHUZRUN�WR�WHUPLQDWH�3XUHVRPH�
ZLWK�H[WUHPH�SUHMXGLFH�

3XUHVRPH��WKRXJK��ZDV�RQ�D�UROO��
REOLYLRXV�WR�DOO��³:H�JHW�WKHVH�VKHHSV��
VHH��¿[�XS�VRPH�µPXOWLSOH�VKHHS�HMHFWRU�
UDFNV�¶�²�06+(5V�²�VWLFN�WZR�VKHHSV�
SHU�UDFN��WZR�RQ�WKH�RXWERDUG�VWDWLRQV��
VL[�SHU�SODQH��WZHQW\�IRXU�SHU�GLYLVLRQ��
XVH�WKH�VDPH�PLO�OHDG�DV�D�EXGG\�VWRUH�
DQG��MXVW�EHIRUH�ODXQFK��WKH�RUGLHV�ZLOO�
VWLFN�&KLQHVH�¿QJHU�WUDSV�LQ�WKHLU�XQLWV��
'URS�¶HP�RQ�WKH�WUDLO��DQG�RO¶�*RPHU��
JRW�WR�EH�KRUQ\��VHHV�WKHVH�VKHHSV�DQG�
LW¶V�DOO�RYHU�´

3XUHVRPH��LQ�WKH�UDSWXUH�RI�KLV�YL-
VLRQ��IDLOHG�WR�FKHFN�KLV�VL[��IURP�ZKLFK�
WKH�;2�ZDV�UROOLQJ�LQ�RII�WKH�SHUFK�

³6HH�´�FRQWLQXHG�3XUHVRPH��³\RX�
JRW�DOO�WKHVH�*RPHUV�LQ�SHUPDQHQW�
FDUQLYDO�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�WKHVH�VKHHSV��
WKH\¶G�EH�WRR�HPEDUUDVVHG�WR�GR�DQ\-
WKLQJ�EXW�HPLJUDWH�WR�2ORQJDSR�DQG�GR�
QLJKW�FOXE�DFWV��DQG�ZH�ZLQ�WKH�ZDU�DQG�
JR�KRPH�LQ�JORU\�´

7KH\�VD\�\RX�QHYHU�VHH�WKH�RQH�WKDW�
JHWV�\RX��3XUHVRPH�VXUHO\�GLG�QRW��7KH�
OHFWXUH�3XUHVRPH�JDYH�RQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�
1DYDO�FRQGXFW�DW�DQ�DOO�RI¿FHUV�PHHWLQJ�
DIWHU�KH�JRW�RXW�RI�KDFN�ZDV��DV�:HHG�
KDG�VDLG��³1RW�EDD�DD�DD�DG�´

WARNING, Questionable Content Follows!!!!   
Reader discretion advised! 
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Just a little puzzle this time. 
What do you make of it?

���������������	��
��3X]]OHUV�IURP�6N\KDZN�6WDII��

&DQ�DQ\RQH�LGHQWLI\�WKH�PRGHO�
$���WKDW�WKLV�VWLFN�ZDV�WDNHQ�
IURP"��3URYLGH�\RXU�DQVZHU�E\�
HPDLOLQJ�WR���VD�MRXUQDO�HGLWRU#
D�VN\KDZN�RUJ���/RRN�IRU�WKH�
DQVZHU�LQ�WKH�)DOO������LVVXH�
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��5HXQLRQV�	�5HTXHVWV��

Skyhawk Association 2012 Annual Meeting and Luncheon at Tailhook��������QRRQ��6HSWHPEHU����������
1XJJHW�+RWHO��*XHVW�VSHDNHU�ZLOO�EH�0DM*HQ�-RQ�*DOOLQHWWL��860&��UHW��

Tailhook Association Reunion & Symposium�������1XJJHW�+RWHO��6SDUNV��19��6HSWHPEHU������7KLV�
\HDU¶V�UHXQLRQ�FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�&HQWHQQLDO�RI�0DULQH�$YLDWLRQ�ZLWK�&RPPDQGDQW�*HQHUDO�-DPHV�
$PRV�DV�JXHVW�RI�KRQRU��&KHFN�RXW�WKH�6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ERRWK�LQ�WKH�H[KLELW�DUHD�DQG�WKH�/LJKW�
$WWDFN�$GPLQ�

VMF/VMA-311 Tomcats Reunion:�6HSW������4XDQWLFR��9$��6HH�ZZZ�YPI�YPD����UHXQLRQ�RUJ�IRU�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VA-34 Blue Blasters Reunion:�2FW��������-DFNVRQYLOOH��)/��&RQWDFW�(G�2KOHUW�DW�RKOHUW#DRO�FRP�
���������������IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VA-164 Ghost Riders Reunion:�1RY������3HQVDFROD��)/��&RQWDFW�'HQQLV�&DUUROO�DW�
GHQQLVFDUUROO��#QHWVFDSH�QHW�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VMA-322 Fighting Gamecocks Reunion��1RY������3HQVDFROD��)/��&RQWDFW�'DQ�
9HQWUH�DW�GWYHQWUH#FRPFDVW�QHW�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

List your reunion or event with Skyhawk Association, both print journal and website.  

Contact the editor at sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org.
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