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A legend of Douglas Aircraft, Naval Aviation and
aviation art passed from our midst on Memorial Day,
May 28, 2001. R. G. Smith was instrumental in getting
the Skyhawk off the drawing board and into the air.
And because he kept the Skyhawk on his drawing
board for over four decades in his hundreds of
drawings and paintings, there will be ‘A-4s Forever.’




On the 1IMC

1 was the best of times, 1l was
the worst of Linwes.

In 1966, as 2 very young msan, |
stoud on the side of the Mursden
matling 3 Cha Lai walching the A-
ds of VAMA2TT lumbge by, loaded
10 the @mils with MK-82, sbou w
laupch. | sensember not being able
1o conceive how that linde himy
airerafl could fly with such a
monstroes lusd, even using lwo

President James “Jim-Bob” Morjarty /A7 bottles. Waiching 3 JATO

2 ¢

lzunch was enoemosly cool; it was

like the 4th of July and New Year's
wrapped nto one, | alw vividly remember men such as John
Caldss and Bamey Psppas sitting arousd the ready room.
bragging about thein heloved “tinker toys™ ac if they were the
grestest arerafl in the world [ dreamsed thar someday, some-
how, T woald be able o do what my heroes were getting to do
every day = fly the A=,

Fast-forward 35 yeass. Hoss Pearson calls me and asks if [
want to hackseat one ofthe two TA=d he i bringing back from
[srael. Is he kidding? I'd craw] a mile over ground glass to heas
ane in the stan sequence over & sound powered phonel! |
immediately locase all my flight gear. take it to the ncarest S&S
shop, throw maost of it out and talk myselfinto some real flighe
gear. jump on 2 flight o Tel Aviv. and stzrt my dreams ancw.
Well, you guessed it, Murphy's Law strikes, and T amive in the
Middle Fast onlyto find that it will be another week or ten days
hefore the aircraft are actually ready to transit the Atlaatic. My
schedule won'tallow me to stay, and have to head home while
the TA-4s are sill on the ground. [ did. though. get to help
resolve some business Bsucs, and 1 scill have mw tlight gear a2
the ready!! As 1 write this, the aircraft arce in flight. and they will
likely be inthe U, S. before this newsletter gots to you. The two
TA=s will join a pair of A—INs that Hoss has already success-

fully restored to {light and retumed to the U. S., where they're
conducting flight ops.

If you come to the Skyhawk Associatton Luncheon at
Tailhook. Frday, August 17, 2001, a1 11:30 a.m.. you can mect
Hoss Pearson and Jon McBride, the men who had the desive,
vision, and persistence to achieve the goal of successfully
returning theve great aircrail to Night and 1o create o brilliant
business plan around them. With a litthe luck. perhaps they will
being one ofthe aireraft with them!!

As is always frue, not all news is good news, As I'm sure
you've ilready leamed, cur community has lost two more
gants. The famous aviabon armst Robert G ("R. G.”') Smith,
truly one of our own - he was Honorary Naval Avistor Number
10 as well as a Skybnwk Assocation member - succumbed 1o
disense on Memonal Day. An engineer for Douglas Asrernf)
Corpostion m the 19305, R, G, designad tactical aircra i before
he began pamting theim. That inlimate knowledge gave his
zriwork an ummitched depth, None of us can ever forget his
passion for flight, and his talent for capturing that passion on
canvas in @ vision 50 vibrant and real that it brings back the
smell of JP-5 and hot tarmac,

Adding to our losses, just a week after | beard of' R. G's
passing | received a note that Tom Elser had died suddenly,
Many of you hikl not yet met Tom, a former Marise Col. A4
guy to the core. He was 2 grewt pilol, a hurdworking SA boand
member, and pethaps most importint, a irue persosal friend 1o
many of us. He was the type of man who was <o full of life tha
it's land 1o think or him any other way, or to even believe thit
he's gone, and I'm baving & hand time with his loss. Tom wiis
one of those guys you could always depend on, whatever the

mission, whatever the schedule. When be was involved things

got done well. they got done on time, and they got done on
budget, with no complaiats, He also wid good jekes. Tom,
R.G..w¢ missyou greatlvand we will emember you always.
Semper Fi
Jim-Bob

Tom Elser
1936 - 2001

Skyhowk Assoczation Board member Tom Liser passed
away suddenly June 18 while vacationing with his Gamily
near Corlsbed, NM. He is survived by s wife, three
childsen, four grandchildren and a brother. He was 64,

Bom November 23, 1936 m Nosth Lima, Ohio, be
graduated from the Universsty of Redlands in 955,
During his twenty year carger in the Marime Corps, Tom
flew Fo8s and A-ds, served two tours in Viel Nam, and
retired as Lt. Colonel in 1979,

He then worked for MeDonnell-Douglas (Boeng) until
lve vetired im 190K,

Tom was involved in many civic amd service organiza-
tions including Toastmasters and Meals oo Wheels, He
wis 3 volusteer with the Anithaam Police Department, and
also mtonad seniors in the City of Brei. Tom was on the
Skyhawk Association Boand of Directors, and was also
working on the Orange County, Califomia Skyhawk
memorial peaject o hosos 30 vears of USMC presence at
now-closed MCAS El Toro,

Memarial services were held July 17 at Riverside
Natiosal Cemetery.
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Tom Elser
remembered

By John Caldas
Skvhawk Association
Vice President

Tom Elser

1 first met Tom Elser in 1959 gt
Atsugi where he wis a ground officer (loaked eve exam) with
HgSq-11. T was 2 pilot in the fighier squadron in the Group so
wie just passed cach otber occasionally in the mess (O'¢lub). [
came in contaetl with him 2gain in 1969 at MCAS Beaufoet
when 1 joined VMA-331, lle was already o member and the
squadron Admin Officer, He had retaken the cye exam (he was
theo and always was a little color blind), We staved together for
almost three yeass. | was the Ops Officer and laser XO for work
up and through 2 9 month Med crusse, We were with CAG 7
aboard Independence.

Tom was onc of the better pilots in the Squadroa and a
fuvorite of the junior officers, prohably because he hiad & sense
of humor aad could get a lavgh oul of ulmost anv situztion. He
probably defused more tense situstions on the casrier than any

other officer. Being a Masnine squadron (the only one) aboand 2
carrier isn't always a laugh a minute (for the Marines) [ can
remember Tom having a one.on-one with (Adm) Moose
Myers. Tom in an A-4E and Moose i an F-$, The best Maose
could say was that it was astand o,

Omce, in Barcclona, Tom had n dend Bind which be held
sticking outor'the fly of his trowsers, We were staying in s large
downtown hotel with a very public foyer and large winding
staircase, Tom transited the public urea with this bird sticking
out of kis trousers. Needless (o say, the troops loved it. The hotel
employees didnot think toa highly ofihe excapade.

Dunng the almoest three yesrs we were together, Tom kept
things in perspestive, never losing his love for tlyiag. the Comps
or Just getting the most out of life.

I ngain came in contact with Tom when | joined VMA-311 &
Bien Hoa, RVN 10 replace the CO who was relieved for cause.
Tom was the XO and he provided me the luxury of his advice
and counsel during those tiving first few seeks. We staved
togeiber for several months until he went home for his father's
funeral We maintmined contact with Christmas cards and
occasional letters from 1973 uanl a few years apo. 1 did not see
him again until we got together for the Skyhawk Association
,rrlc:.'lmg-;'.

Few people have provided me with as close n friendship and
= many bright morsents 25 has Torm, Our wives came to visitus
m the Med,, we've met in mid country (Fi. Worth) in 1999 and
we were last together in Corpus Christi in January, | have never
been zround Tom when I didn't feel eplifted in his presence.
I've losta great fnend and he ismissod already,

“Iwzs 50 shack=c | e-maled COL Jokn for vesfication... can't be cor
Tam Eisert He wos adoo! &5 woll a3 a great guy. | hate thismortality crap.”
“Youtfy Auresoms Jack Wooow

“Whnen | frst med Tom, | immediately knaw 22 was an exiraordinery
feliowe lanly knew him for @ I more then a year, butit i2is ke I've known
P ey e | can’t Sallros ha's pone,*

Jin Rilchie
Ediioe Skyhawk News

Neverone to miss & opporfusmly for & B 6f fum and iewty, Tom Eiser
Mans 2 J0mmantiircral! cun wihie founng the USS Lesngloo prior to
e Jenuary Bgard of Diragiors mesting i Covpus Chvish, Taxas.
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WINGS
Sy C.D2vd Hay

O, fo e N8 ming's of Auht
And sodr mfigre sagles po.

To lwave e woe of lroubiad souls |
Bshind ms for below. |
I §sten 19 e soog of birg's

And sal i angiess fight

Clage the sun through cloudy paths

ARS pisy st e slavs af night.

The boundless haavens for my bome,

The breeze (o iy ma high

To rise above my morfal bands

AnZ ngver have 1o dp,

Kndweivng | bl foond the way

To tral's whar anpe's (rod, |
And whan my Wwings could

Fly 00 more

I 2aka e hand of |
GO f

“He'was ong of tho nicest gersamea fve met He wag very
intaresling and swpportye of Me aliances deing made A
WebLon. ¥ you spoka with him for a couple of minutss, you
woukd kngw thirl he was 2 goodman.”

Waly Beddos
POFRSMORE Wobmagrer
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How do you say goodbye to a legend?

By ML Davis *Whizrer™ White
Skyhawk Association Founder

How do you sty goodby 1o a legend?
Youdon't

To view R. G. Smith's 22t i< to ender-
stand why. No matter what the subject,
there is a connection and understanding
on cvery canvas. Nuanees of anger in
the untrusting eyes of “The Old
Chevenne.” In=Skeich of a Comanche™
the daep wrinkles and scars in his fice
mightbe frombantles with®
or frowns of disappointment fhwm e
ties and promises brokes and hng for-
goten in Washington.

Even in the world of gold mimng and
ghost towns, he tells the story for those
of'us who will never swirl i pin of goit in
scarch of formane. Long shadows of lite
afternoon reach across an abamloned
mine shaft in "Mojave Sunser”™ The
mind’s ear hears squeaking pulleys and
creaking timbers as snother load is
broughs to the surface. And 1l
eye can almost se¢ ghosts of miners and
camp workers scurrying to see il they've

whils-eyes,

d's

found riches of just more ship ballast

His drawings and paintings mvile
obscervers 1o project their own lives und
dreams into them. Ome never comes
away from R. G, Smith'sart unallected.

The power in his aviation arl tramsgorts
the viewer to familiar scenes of their
own experience. The only difference
between convas and memory is the mame
of the ship. Every paval avintor has lived
“Enterprise On Yankee Station™, be 1t
from Enterprase, Intreped, Coral Sen
Amenica or Nimitz.

For anyonc that has scrved aboasd o
camer. "Launch.” thick with wrgent
tension, brings memorics flooding back.
Nostnls suddenly remember oily se nir
heavy with jet exhaust. Skyhawks roar
overhead on their way to do their duty,
and wisps of stcam swird 2round the crew
a3 it Phantom starts i1x launch, This i the
image of naval air power in the 19605,
but 1t 5 shill repeated bundreds of times
every day, nlbent with different ships and
planes

m Best for Ris love aflar
with naval aviation in general, asd the

A-4 Skyvhawk i particuler. He was |
principal pan of the small group respon
sible for the concepl, design und Launc|
of our licle lady. His engmeenng back
ground and artistie apprectation of apu
tial relations cut months off develop
menl time and delivered her into th
hands of another of ‘ours.” Bob Rahn, 1
June 1954 for her first flight

R. G. Smith painted what he loved, am
every sketch and painting 18 an experni
ence he lived or dreamad
trammed to observe with his gift fron
CGiexl, bat even as a scasonad artist he wi
cuger o lenmn from those whom hi
thought could belp him improve hi
crult

He never thought himself a legemd i
we do, and was embamassed by th
attention he roccived. The humikty o
R.Ci., despite his work being the berch
mark of avintion art. is a measure of thi
remarhable man

Siy goodbye to B G. Smith? No. H:
will hive on through the ages with ki
maslerful, enduring ant eaching an
mspinng the geacrations o come.

He wi

Skyhawk New



Letwatk tepeaduaod wisy BBy qentraul prrmrtsion of the B G Ses= famiy

R. G. Smith:

Patriot, artist and friend

By Rosario “Zip™ Rausa
Assoclation of Naval Aviation

From a personzl siandpoint, having
ksown R.G. for many years. what | remem.
ber most about him was his bumility. He
was one of the kindesz, most unprelentious
people 1 was ever bonored 10 know, Yet he
was a genius with brush and paletie. His
works will last forages

His attention to detsil was slways impres-
sive, [ remember he delaved finishing o
painting of an pircraft once because he
could not determine the exact dimensions
of the lins ea onc of the bombs (e plane
was carmying. He finally foend someune
who could give him an authositative snswer
-and this allowed him 1o finish the joh.

His non-aviation paintings of the west -
Indian scemes, phosts towns, ete. are
beautiful and demonstrate his broad range
ofartistic alent.

He was a Civil War buff. Once, back in
the 19705, be vizited Washington and asked
if 1 would dnve him to Gemvsburg so he

Spring, 2001

could visit the battleficld, What n pleasune
tobe withthe man_

As we drove along through the rolling
countryside where many penshed, R.G.
would point out a boulder here, a ndge
there, and give a detailed account of
preciscly what wranspired a1 thess sites
during the fighting. 1 asked him, “R.G., |
thought vou'd never been to Gettysburg
before, You know this place ke the back of
vour hand.™

He mmswered, “I've never been o
Geltysburg before this day, but 1've read a
lot about the bastle.™

This mastery of detail is reflected in his
work. R. G. Smith was, simply. a wonderful
human being, a grent friend, a superb
patriol, an artist of immenss and endering
talent, and a lover of U, S, Naval Aviation
2nd the people who populate this exeiting
and invaluable Branch of the military
service.

“Zip” Rausa is editor of Wings of Gold
fermer cditor of Navel Avicnes News, énd  be

co-aiihored R, G. Smith 3 qutobiograpin

Top: “Spolting on the Waist Cat™

Center: “Launch”

Above: “USS intrapid

Below: (I-A) R. & Smwih, Leo Deviin, and Ed
Hainoroann pose with the &st Skyhawk i a
ceremony al licDannel-Doegias' Long Beach
hangars on Febnary 27, 1979,




New Zealand

6 "u

NZ air defense-less after
PM Clark shoots down Skyhawks

& May 2001

The New Zealand Hereld and the Sydney (Australiz)
Moming Herald reportad the most significanmt change i
defense policy since the 1980s. All of the Royal New Zenland
Air Force fighter jets will be decommissioned by the end of
2001 atacostof mare than 700 jobs,

Prime Minister Helen Clark said her govemment would
improve the armed forces with incrensed spending by SNZ 2
billion over the next ten years fur equipment and plins to
upprade the army.

An official RNZAF stsement outlined the disposition of the
combaz squadroas. aircraft and operations:

* The scventoen A=< Skvhnwics and seventecn Macchi jet
mrainers will continoe flight operations eatil | Dec 2001,
although live weapon usage will cense after | July2001.

= At that time. No.2 Squadroa will be withdrawn from
Nowra. Australia and Nos.2, 14 and 75 Squadrons will
bedisbanded by 21 Dec2004:

* [t is cxpecsed that the Skyhawks will be stored ustil they
can be sold on an “as-13" basis in 2002,

* The Macchs jets “are a more modern and anraceve item™
and will bemaintoined for salein flying condition.

The government made the decision despite warninas it wonld
leave the country with noair defense capability.

The plan, which would make New Zealsad the first devel-
oped nation in the world to almost render itsclf defenscless in
the air, has brought strong protests and warsings frons opposi-
1on groups and som«e allies - including Austmalia.

Lip to 70D air force personnel will Tose their jobs by the end of
the year after all of the RNZAF Skvhawks and Acrmacchi jet
trniners arg grounded,

More than half the New Zealand Navy's karge warships will
also be cut, The new objective will be to use small patrol boats
to provide more constal and fisheries prosection It will retain
two frigates for mtemntional operations, while the air force will
be redieced to matnly iransport and patrol duty

According to Prime Mmister Clark, Asian and Western allics
understand that New Zealund is a small couniry that con not
ullord large, conventional armed forces. She snid the reforms
would create a small, but effective force capable of playing a
full role tn regional secunty.

“l think there is an undetstanding New Zealand is a small
countsy and it cannol afford 10 do a wide range of capabilitics
well. I would not expect there to be significant comment from
any of those (allied) governments,” she told apress conlerence

The New Zealand Opposition and former delense leaders
have accusedd the government of cnippling the New Zealands

More than 700 personnel to lose their jobs when
Skyhawks, air defense ops cease December 1st.

ability to defend itself by stripping the air force and the navy of
mach of their combat capability

The main opposition Nittiona] Panty said it it wins elections
due in 2002, it would scck to reverse the cuts and retain a
combat air force.

Ron Mark. defense spokesman for the New Zealand First
party said, “Todiminish our air force and mavy 10 what iy merely
a fiskenies monitoring role. ignores the lessons taught fo us
throughout our short history and serves losignal to othersthat .
we are ripe for the taking" and keaves the country vulnerable to
foreign threat.

Clark accused previous conservative governments ol
neglecting the military by nos replacing outdated equipment,
leaving her government with hard choices. She insisted the
government was not trying to stmp the country of its defenses or
avold ity intermational security commitments,

“This defemse stratesy is the very opposite of beng isolztion-
151,” she said

New Zealand has developed & reputstion for gong als own
way on defense issuesin recent years,

In 1984 it was exclded (rom the ANZUS (Australia, New
Zealand, Umited States)allinnce after refusing to allow nuclear-
capable allicd warships to visitits ports,

Despite pressure from the United States and other allics 1o
change the policy, New Zealind has been stcad fast.

Clark said the army would upgraded so that it could coatrib-
ute up to 1,200 personnel to international peacckeeping
operations. It currently has about 00 troops deployed with the
United Nations in East Timor,

‘Db Emms phee

BNZAF No 75 Squadros Skyhawds on te fight fine.

Skyhawk News



KIA dog tags recovered
By Otto Krueger

On o recent foday Show: there was a story about two men who
went to Hanoi on a business trip. The men encountered a guy
selling old Gl dog tmgs from US servicomen who were killed
during the Viet Nam War. They were disgusied by the thought
of this man profiting from the sale ofthese tags. Upon returning
10 the United Stazes, they decided to go back to Viet Nam and
purchase ALL the dog tags. They did so, paying 19 cents per
tag! Theybrought home several hundred togs.

Their plan is to return the tays 1o surviving family members,
when thev cun find them. There has already been one set turned
over to 2 grieving mom on July 4th. which comcidentally. was
Ber binhday!

These two chaps have sctup a web site listing the names o all
those whose tigs they purchased. If you lost friends, family, or
know of someone who lost 2 loved one in Viet Nom, | suggest
you check out this web site. If you recognize a mame, there's an
e-muil address to confuct these two men and to help in thetr
efforts to retum the dog tag to its nghtful sunivor, I'm sure a
family member would be etemally grateful to have such nn
imporiant item resumed.

Plense send the web nddress 10 everyone you know, The more
people who see the lists, the greatsr the chance of retuming
ALL the tags to those who lost loved ones in Viet Nam!

ketp e founddogrugy. com

AOM and luncheon
Friday, August 17

Tle Skvhawk Association reunion will be 2t John Ascuaga’s
Nugget Hotel in Reno (Sparks). Nevada, in conjunction with
Tallhook, August 16- 19,2001,

The Annual Organizatiosal Mecting (AOM) and lencheon
will be Friday, August 17 a2 11:30 am, Luncheon rescevations
are S23 per person in advance. Send payment payzblc to
Skyhawk Association to:

Shyhawk Limcheon
1482 Corm Crib Cr.
Seone Mowitain, GA 30088

Guest speakers will be (Skyhawk) Blue Angels CO "Hoss™
Pearson and Shuttle astronast Jon McBride,

Be sure to visit the hospitality suite in the Genoa Room. and
booth 308 oa the Talhook exhibit floor

Orange County USMC
Memorial Skyhawk update

By Dan McCoy
Project Manager

Progress on the memorial feanuring 28 A-4E Skyhawk
puying tribute to the Marine Corps for over 50 years of presence
in Orange County, Califormiz contnues. The project team had
asked the Pentagon to waive the aircraft releasc foes. but afier
almaost 6 months of rying. and being told "no’ six nmes, the
tewm pretty much figured the answer was "no.” In exly May
2001 1ke project team paid
the Air Force 5§9.525 for
the release of A-4E
160031 from the bonme
vurd at Davis-Monthan
AlB. Our aircraft has
arnved st Chino Airpont,
the war bird capitol of the
west coust, where it is
scheduled to be resiored
and repainted in August.
Site construction will stan
s00n afier.

The Skyhawk will then
be transported 1o the Civic
Center in downtown Santa
Ana, where nt will be
dhsplayved on a pedestal
surrounded by a park-
like setting,

OF specin! anderest 1s
the fact that progect team
member and  Skyhawk
Associztion Director, the
latc Tom Elser flew our
AAE 160031 out of Ll
Toro m December 1976,
His name will be pul on
the airerafl in his honor.

This aircraft served in
VMA-31l and VMA-
211 after Scptember
1976. Anvane that might kave flown or worked on 160031
during their careers s asked o contact the team af:
adprofectdaod com

The project team expresses our appreciation (o the
Skyhawk Association for theie support,

For more info, visit the web site a1
Wi geocifles, coms adprject

Back [stues
A limied namber of copies of the
Syrrmer & Fal 1335, and 2000 & 2001

Published quariery by wcdlons are mvadable by mal lor $2 50
the Skatank Assacalion, tach, post pad Make checks payadie
® 2001 1o Sayhawk Bssocation
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ed other loms of intotess. Conlnt snay be
edted m accommecale space Imitatons. James C_Ritehis, Eatar

AdNewiE el com

Artist’s rendening af the Orangs County mamaonal

A-4M 150037 awas restoralion &1 Ching Avport.




While browsing through some old photo slides a fow days ago
(2 loag overdus cull, in fact), | came upon the enclosed shots of
nUSN A which may be ofinterest.

They were 1aken by me from the deck of HMAS Melboume
(CVS-21)in May 1963 somewhere in Southeast Asian waters.
The occasion was the fiest, ever, A= deck lunding nnd cal skot
from Melbourne. It was a very
significant event for the Royal
Australian Navy as it was the final
word to the doubters in the
Australian defense arena thal the
Skyhawk could operate from our
small (20,000 ton) carricr. The Navy had researched the options
then available for a light atack/fighter type atrerafi to replace
the aging DeHavilland Sea Venom two-crew mght-fighter, The
Skyhawk was the clear winnes, but there were those in Defense
who (for variout reasons) were moking life difficult, so a
demonstration of fact was arranged with the UL S. Navw.

Melboumne was excreising with USS Bennington (CVS-20)
ut the ume and a cross-deck operation was armnged, The
aircrew, engineers and catapult teams of both ships got their
heads |ogether and many computstions of gross weight and

Bedow Joft: A-48 144874 of VA& 113 wzs the first Skyfawk ever [0 nd
on RMAS Melboume in May 1385, Below right: Tha crew gathers 1o
welcome Me plot abodrd Meboume and get a olose look & a
Skytawk Bollom Jfell: Fropacing 1o turn up for cesdrture. Bottom
night: The first Styfawk cat shat from Msiboume.

S12am pressure to ensure adequate end-speed ol the cat were
made, checked and rechecked. Any suagestion of it hiving
boen o marginal operation would have been a major setback
1o the re-equipment program, so vou will appreciste that
everybody involved added a few extra knots of end-speed,
Just to be sure. I do not recall the mame ofthe A4 driver, nos
Jjust what end-speed wis achicved. but his short statement
after e bad recovered from the cat shot aceeleration (:Holy
Sh**!) says it all and has gone down in RAN aviation
folklore.

Iregret that 1 could sot find 2 shot of tbe aircrafi 2t the end
of the cat stroke in my photographs. Perhaps 1 was 100
overwhelmed 10 remember 1o press the shutterrelease! Linde
did [ know at the time that T would subsequently land the firss
RAN Skvhawk (A-4G) on Melbourne,

John R. Da Coata
Woolleomoaloo, New South Wales,
Australia

The nonte on the side of A-28
{44874 1 LCDR Charles Wand,
bur it &5 unlikely that he wos
fhing “kis owm™ hind that day,
I you can ldentify this VA-113
Stingers pilor, please nolify
Shybawk News at!

A4Newsidaol.com -Ed




Air & Space
June/July 2001

Le-34 pbatas by J. C. Rdchie

This igsue of Air & Spuce mugariee has
an article of interest to Skyhawk
Association members. 1t fan’t about
Skvhawks, but an vgly old helo thar
looks like it could have been designed
by Jimmy Darante. Mixmesters on the
pages of Skyhawk News might
ordinanly be blasphemous, but this one
is notcworthy becaise it belongs to our
own president, JimBob Monrty:

The UH-MD, Y142, wears the colors
of Marnge belo squalron 1IMM-362
"Ugly Angels” just a5 she would have
looked at Soc Trang. VietNam in 1966,

| hod the pleaswre and privilege of
fiving in it with Jim a couple of times
czzlier this year, It instantly uttracts a
crowd cverywhere it goes. Dogs bark
and dance in circles, and kids want to

climb m, on, under and 2round 1. The
sight of it immediazcly throws veterans
back mtime, and they come away misty-
eyed after revisiting buddies from loag
250,

Jim says be flies and displays his
chopper al air shows around the country
2ot Lo relive the Vier Nam war, bt
“becase we lost 38,177 poople over
there, All of their
molhers and fathers.
sons aml dnuaghters,
beothers and sisters,
wives and hushands
still think zbouwt
them all the time,
and it's important thit they never be
forgolien,”

=J. C. Rifchie

Flying Cover
Skyhawks in print

World Air Power

Journal
Volume 43, Winter 2000
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Spring, 2001

When the U, §. Navy stiried to phase out
Skyhawks in favor of newer nircraft, the
A=l began & second life in foreign
services, and proved i1s meitle (and
metal) again and agaim. Skyhawks hove
been defending freedom somewhere in
the world confinuously since 1454

There is only one squadron in the
United States Navy still flying
Skyhawks, The Royal New Zealand Ar
Force will retire their A=~ds aller more
than 31 vears of service, Skyhawks have
been retired from duty in Isreel and
Kuwait. S¢ores of them bake i the
Tecson sun. 1s it finally the end of the
Iine? Will A-4s only be seen in museums
or stufled and mounted w freeway rest
areas?

Not quite, The nugged litlle sooter
began yet another life. making aviation
history in the Brazilian Navy carlier this
year (Skyfiawikt News, Winter 2001), und
they still have a loag future in the

Argentine Air Foree (Fuerza Acrea
Argentima-FAA).

The first A-4B Skvhawks were
deliverad o the FAA in 1966, 20d they
were updated and reworked a number of
times. In the early 1990s they were o be
replaced by F-16s or F/A-IRs, bul the
sale was prohubited by a U. §. embargo
still 1n effect since thel9%2
Malvinas/Falldands war,

But who needs F-165 when you e
have Skyhawks? Cees-Jan van der
Ende, Juan Carlos Cicalesi and Santiago
Rivas describe how the FAA
rransitioned from A—Bs 10 A-4Ms, 10
the latest incarnation, the A-4AR
“Fightisghawk.™

Fitted with updated avionics und
weapons systemy, the young men flying
these birds would surely say that thess
“ane ot their fathers " Skybawks.

= J. C. Ritchie




Can you identify these
mystery patches?

Mike Trout is tryins o ideatify two of Doug
Mayficld's patches. He was in flight training in
1956-37, on & tour with the VA-113 Sungers,
followed by USNPGS. He then r pc-r..cd 0
China L.ake where he was killed in 1965. If vou
can belp Mike. please e-mail him ac

wadewe o ingan ol Jiaited, g\

WELCOME ABOARD

New Members
01 March 2001 - 30 Juse 2001

Erancs B Rasesa - herok VA
Srerman Baley ~ Housten, TX
Beb G Buicher = Corpade, G&
Tm Caowel - Rome, G4

Ted Chaiders - Foustm, TX

Ghen Cheigleten - Sarta Fosa €A
Withas 0 Crglano -- Gen Mis, PR

fosam o, Comnan = Larbara NG
Jemes . Dpiess - S3im, FL

Kal Oap - kaizu, Ca

Jurmes A, Oowd =+ Alungon, R=
Micha3l F Fecon - lew Oeass, LA
Rosals ki - Colepdle, TX
Jotm T, Gaband -~ Keder, TX

Laguen S Qarrwe — Aesada, CA

oM L Grua2etesd - Migtawaka N
Darmyt & Har = New You, MY
Cowad 1. Hiews ~ Dby, CT
Wilkim Fome = Pocanorts, TN
Haryom Crgiang 1 -« Jferyin, LA
Jorn Q. Jotnzan — Rpsdng, G4
Thomas & Kane ~ Pl Bench Gex, L
Gary L Wil - aneshu, W
Stepten T Lindar — LES 045, N
Bt N Warsamad - Weingese, NV
Lanze B Massey ~ Coronado, CA

Jackaan M Mayei -~ Siffe, WA
Strpmen £, MoCarty — Aapa, C2
‘Willam G. Mo - Qairgy, VD
Thiv=ad J. Marma - Jachsanie, Fl
Jdy=es M. Pyee ~ Do, TX
Jamed A, Poign -« Lotinsn, 08
(nares F Snesder - Nemtury Py, O6
Patrck L. Tocks - bvieg TX

Jatn ol = C4al, CA

Gary B Werver — Denees CO
Swvern €. Waschurs ~ G, WY

You can advertise in Skyhawk News.

Write to AdNews@aol.com for details.

SKYHAWK ENGINE SERVICES, INC.

3 *USH Ciil Sorvicn INATES) JOI-PESRA
Arprostrnaner, MAG- 14, MCAS Cherry
Snm Al (192359

& [ wald Crgre Muuape, Sraslin Niry
154520000

» Brartd Tom P ane Whksy (165

= Szered LOOR (1535548 (195

oA 12 Techncr Fegtrsestalive, NAS
Gceans, WA (197542

® Maislerurens MEtesH Contrl Cficar VG-
12 NS Ocaand, 'ailT.L-‘. ||-‘|;' ¥ » Conguturd 10 Sweripe Haloophor ine
: o= 3 Seing T J52 parts supoder

24V J52P40A Reoras o Koot Soeing DL J52 parts supcie
aEn.ET = Shyhped Rjsncaion mamier

= Fgwir Pt Propct Engness Grum=an

There is ONE momest in ser |ives o3 Havel Ay
A Sy that we wit REVER
Fetw i CET COmMEMIate ! :

Flrst

Pliot RID Flight Surgeon
USN  USMC. Civilian

& duguesie Co., 51 Augesine. ALan Villizm B. Walker, AS, BS, MBA {
B Roys Maliyblit AR Forte A~ G063 Catiett Raad o
LA™ LETN-S2D) | 1983-59) 8 AsQuitine, FL 32095 o
S04-B28-1378 FaX 8260020 hilfraceSyahoo.com -
LN/
10 —H Siyhawk Nows



Join the Skyhawk Association and get a free patch

Ona ol hese cutslandng paiches will be incduded wilh e2ch new mamiership. Wani more than one patch?
(Wha dossn't?) Seaocdering infa atleft

A1 memeershios ar §30 1001 year, or 73 100 3 years in US funds. [ e (1 vearsa0
YES, Signmeup! Serdmypachandmemoershipmaterigiste: L Renswal |3 Yoars 75
e e s
Address
Order 2ddilional palches A =
N THM St CHE SPCUN R WENGRE ONE 21T ASE City State o
oufstading palehed AdODocal queentis may ba .
pureazsed for $5.00 sich (38 for ron-members) Phong —— E-mail __
plus §1 postags, by sanding your ek of mansy'
ordes (0 cosdit caeds yel sorry) payedls 1o Callsigynickname A hours; A4 Trags
Skykawk Kszociation Jong with your name,
ldress and memberstip nember @und o8 youl
card) Credit Card Payments =ay be =ade by callig wilfroe Join by mall; St paymert in US funds tn;
Siydawk Palch BY7-544-4265 from &im - 4 pm Peilic lime (This Shyhawh Assecialion
6213 Glen Asbsy L= raarioer i for duss pryments ocly and cannot acoept P0.Bgx 102166
Srpdeston, FL M202-920% palch croars of ol ASLOCiNon MEsa0s | Core=ado, CAS2170-21064
v e e e e B i e 1 o Bl s St B i P e e T B R e P
Jeb & e - -
| S MBthrShl‘l] MBB‘lﬂﬂ
‘ Nugget Hotel L
Reno (Sparks), Nevada o GuesSpesiars |
| In conjuncton with Hoss" Pearson & Jon McBride
Tailhook Convention Friday, August 17th, $25/person
Vist Frsred sy
% Samd £k Sayatie 11 Septaak Asscation by
' Skyhawk Hospilality Suite ol |
| Siyhzak Luncteon |
| In the Genoa Room 1482 Corn 00 C2 |
IF- #
Skyhawk Booth 508 S A0
0n tha Tahook Exhait Floor Chaek for proam pdsirs g detuls ot

e uSTRIGERTION200)1

WWILEKY N rg

This fea a1 ithopragh, whizh
measures 257 x 32° owendll, s
regragucad from &A asginal al
painting by Ry Gannzll E3ch pant
B 2ignee anE mumbiced by e
2rast, 200 autogrsched oy 23 LS
a6 USUC aiators who e oa
iegancary Skyhzas. Al maans of
reooducion. Ingicing 2 printing
plates hive Din cedtroyed. This s
2 unQE, Imksd-aditioa of ESQ
=114

Protzees will o2 Avises balween
=2 Natonal Museum of Naval
Eulation Foundstion, e Navy
Hstonce Socisty Founcafion aed
4 Tallmook Educational
Foungeton.

“Skyhawk Tribute” by Roy Grinnell

Spring, 2001

Frints zrz $250.00 each, iscluding
pacaaging and sapping via insured Fedix
3ra axy. Inguira 157 SNIPieg 53 InSurante
rZ=5 for mors than ane pes, o o réat day
A Plorts 280 BIUCH your teaghons
nuTEarans e-mad 30dressinyourondas

Senc check or money ardar 0;

Siphawh Tribute Prints
1220 Windkam
Westiand, MI 48186-5351

E-mail inguiries lo:
JayCeeR@aol.com
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Nugget Hotel
Reno (Sparks), NV

AOM
Luncheon
Friday, Aug. 17

Guest Speakers
“Hoss™ Pearson
Blue Angels Skyhawk CO
il

Jon McBride
Shustle astronaut

Hospitality
Suite

Exhibit Booth



