
On Monday, 30 October 2000, Mn Harry Gann,
famed aviation photographer, historian and friend,
departed the pattern to "Touch theface ofGod," He
will be sorely missed, but his contrihutions to
aviation will be long remembered.

The Skyhawk Association most recently honored
Harry at the August 2000 Reanion end takes this
opportuni1, to pay further tribute to him by quoting
sn article by BGen Jay Hubbard, USMC (Retired)
published in the Marine Corps Aviation
Association's Summer 2000 edition of "The Yellow
Sheet."

-- Tom Elser.

MCAA Sslutes Harry Gann
By BGen. Jay Hubbard USMC (Retired)

The old Douglas Aircraft bird farm was a fertile
breeding ground lor legends - not only in terms olthe
aircraft they put on our flight lines, but also in the men
who designed and built them. The pioneering and
engineering genius of Donald Douglas, Jack Northrop and Ed Heinemann
immediately come to mind.

Another legend who flourished at Douglas was a quiet, supremely modest guy
whom many of our members well know and respect was Harry Gann. Harry's
determined route from high school athlete in Arizona to €aming a Mechanical
Engineering degree at USC and on into a career in aviation was via a tour as a
WWlI ground-pounder at the Banle olthe Bulge. where he was wounded by a
land mine. Alter some serious posl-war rehab (and with his hard-won
engineering degree in hand). Harry spent a lew years with smaller companies.
then to North American Aircraft before moving to the Douglas Aircraft
Company in 1 954. At Douglas, he worked as a mechanical designer on control
systems for the A4D Skyhawk, A3D Skywarrior, F4D Skyray and the F5D
Skylancer. Along the way, just like his good friend R. G. Smith (another Douglas
legend), Harry developed a parallel career interest. ln this case, it was using
scholarly research and often daring photography from cockpits and runways to
record avialion history.

As the powers at Douglas became aware of Harr;z's deep love for aviation, the
fact that he had co-authored a book on air racing while still in college and that he
was a founder and officer of the American Aviation Historical Society (AAHS),
they concluded that his highest value to the company. and to aviation in general,
was to tum this great talent loose on worldwide aviation. Thus, they vested him
with the title: Director of Inlormation for Douglas Aircraft - later (in 1989)
changed to company Historian-

Harry was offand mnning on what would become more than four decades of
being "The Source" for historical facts and
photo records or Douglas :H;1.#;i ffi See MCAA on page 3

Harry Gunn, historian,
photographer, and friend
ByM.DavisWhite
SkyhawkAssociationFounder 
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I knew Harry Gann long before I met him. His work
andhis art, like thatofhis good friend R. C. Smith, was
the standard by which others are measured. A very
unassuming man, he was always happy to share his
knowledge of aviation. naval aviation in particular,
and the A-4 with the pride of a dad talking about his
new son.

When a question ofdesign, engineering or history of
the Skyharvll or a particulai airciaft came up, ihe
conversation usually ended with "ask Harry." We were
never disappointed.

I finally met Harry in San Diego in 1993. We were
exploring the possibility of getting together a few old
Scooter guys and talk about the airplane. I put out a
yellow tablet on the table at the booth my son Danny

and I had and invited anyone who was interested to sign up. Soon the area was
crowded with folks and tales - some sounded familiar from every Tailhook
meeting, others fascinatingly new. There was one fellow who stood on the
fringe ofthe group who nodded, added a detail here and there when asked, but
mostly hejust listened.

The group was down to Bob Rahn, Otto Krueger. Danny, this unassuming
fellow, and me. Bob asked, "Whiz, you know Harry Gann don't you?"

The circle was closed. This is the man whose photographic art and prose
reflected his passion for airplanes and the people who designed, tested and flew
them. He had time to reminisce with the likes of his contemporaries - Bob Rahn,
Cal Shoemakeq Gordo Gray and in the next breath explain a camera setting,
film speed and composition with a new acquaintance. Harry was part of his art.
He was there. In the pictures of the Blue Angels he usually rode the 'slot' so he
could direct the flow ofthe shoot. lfyou've seen pictures ofthe Blues, you've
seen Harry's work. He was part of that muse who used film as their medium and
with small judgments couldtake aproject fiom 'that's nice'to memorable.

We're losing our legends one at time. Ed Heinemann, Bob Rahn, Phil Blum,
and now Harry. They are irreplaceable but their influence through their feats,
their art, and their personalities will echo any time us ole guys come together
and dazzle the younger crowd with 'there I was...50 feet, 600 knots, inverted
but unafraid.' We still have some treasures left, Cal Shomaker, Gordo Gray and
even Don Douglas, Jr", trut what I'll miss is not being able to turn and - ask
Harr1,.

Following seas and God's speed, my friend. Take good care of him, Davey
Jones. He's one ofus-



ust before accepting the presidency of the Skyhawk
Association, I took a look into the closet. Locating somc tar
remover came to mind, but actually I began to rvonder just
howl was goingto fill sotne verybig shoes.

Like anyone who has realized the onset of panic, I starled
looking for help. I irnmediately looked to Jim Ritchie, rvho like
tne is a fotmer enlisted guy, and who fondly remembers his
early days in an A-4 squadron. Unlike me, Jim has enormous
talent with the written lvord and graphics and for almost single-
handedlycreatinga'dproducing:1:,"i";J::T&T1f g.J

on the 1Mc ;;1,'ffJlh":li:"1:T;
By President James "Jim-Bob" Moriarty l]tjt .i:':ffi'"*,1*1f,Til;

dedicates so many hours to the web site
that means so much to all olus.

I then called John Caldas. Wc served
togethel in Chu-Lai with VMA-211 in
1966 and 1967. Naturally, he didn't
rernember me and for good reason: he
was a major, I was a corporal; he flew, I
fixed ladios; he was married to his
deiightful Cannen; I was 12. (That's the
story the kids get, and they'rc still young
enough to believe it; so, don't feel you
need to share it. It also suggests that I'm
only five years older than their tnom is,

and that needs to stay quiet, too.) John, ofcourse, was the guy
who got me into this mess. I reminded him that I truly necded
help. Next thing I knorv, we've got new tnembcrship fonns.
filled out correctly, rvith checks arriving. and rnuch to my
cielight, they're ali Marines. Thai way, lve ail think the satrte
things are funny and none ofus thinks anyone else curses too
much. The next thing I knorv. Otto recnlisted and takes over the
Navy recruiting and now tl.re Navy re-enlistments are up, too. (I
suspect that has solnething to do with the thought. just below
the surface that it would be better to become an association
dedicated to the men's side-saddle riding association riding for'
Christ, than to be taken over by the Marines.) Wcll, lots of folks
have had that thought, just before their brains tumed to rnush
and they starled making the flowers bloom -- so perish the
thought. Countless others stepped fbrward; Captair.r Hook, Tom
Browr.r, Pee Wee and many others, all sharing the same love of

this great aircraft and all ol those of us who flew, supporled.
built or just loved the Skyhawk. All in all, rvhile the shoes I need
to fi11 arc indeed big, I think I can do the job with tlie help and
supporl olnry fricnds in thL'organization.

The meeting of the Tailhook Association, notrvithstanding
the news media's need to sell ink and pictules. had the best
tumout in years. We had a great Skyhawk Association
luncheon. capped off by a combined efforl to have evetyone
prescnt sign a card fol Harry Gann who cor.rld not attend due to
illness. Torn Elser, one of our new board members, ar.rd Whizzer
White headed up the cffort to honor Harly and his enounous
contribution to the A-4 effort with a book of rnemolics, with
mementos, and cards and letters from tnany of you. Totn drove
up to Los Angeles and presented Hany with the book. I have no
doubt that Harry and his family wcre as imprcssed rvitl.r the
thoughtfulness and efforl as rve were.

Restoration efforts report: The Collings Foundation. the same
crew who successfully obtained a F-4 Phantom noi.v flown by
Brig. Gen. Steve Ritchie, has an amendment attached to thc
appropriations bill ivhich would allow the Navy to transfer a
TA-4 to their foundation. Tlieir present plan is to get the aircraft
back in the air, pair.rted in HAMMS-12 "Playboy" Fast FAC
colors and to dispiay the ailcraft around the countly at major air
shorvs. They would very much appreciate our supporl and
advice and I believe that their efforls and our interests coincidc.
The F-4 is a huge boost to Air Force recruiting and it's well past
the time for Navy and Marine recruiting to benefit from the
same kind of free advefiising. A group located in Oklahorna
recently purchased 35 ofthe Malaysian single-seat A-4s, u'hich
rnay open up the Amelicanjet ivarbird communityto nttmerotts
A-4s. many of rvhich I rvould cxpect to find in Navy or Maline
Vietnam-era colors. The rcstoratiou efforts on the Argentinean
Skyhaw'k i own is still undcr r.vay and may be ccmpleted before
ncrt ycar's Taillrook Association rnccting.

These are exciting times for our organization. I'tn thrilled to
be reacquainted and work with many of the fine folks I 

"vorkedwith and cared about 35 years ago. I look fonvald to meeting
each of you at ou1'winter meeting aboard the USS Lexington in
Corpus Christi, on Saturday, January 20. 2001,or at our l1ext
annual meeting to be held during Tailhook 2001.

Until then. SemperFi,
Jim-Bob

MIA: Phillip Dennis Barger
Bruce Bargcr seeks info on his half brother, Capt. Phillip
Dennis Barger, U.S.M.C, who was shot down in his A-4 on 11

November 1968 over Quang Tri Provincc. Anyone who knew
him or might have flown with him is asked to contact Bruce
Barger at: flybetter@hotmail.con or
P. O. Box 1821, JensenBeach,Fl. 34958
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Change of commund
ut Reno AOM

The Skyhawk Association Annual Organizational Meeting
(AOM), was held August 17-20 in Sparks, Nevada in conjunction
with the Tailhook Convention.

During the Board of Directors meeting, Jim-Bob Moriarty was
appointed president for the next year, succeeding Association
Founder Dave "Whizzer" White. Other officers remain
unchanged: J. J. Caldas, Vice President; Emie Laib, Treasurer; and
Wynn Foster, Secretary. White, citing personal reasons, resigned
from the Board, but will
continue to serve as
Special Events
Chairman. R. R. "Boom"
Powell was re-elected to
the Board and Tom Elser
was appointed to
complete the remainder
of White's term which Jim-Bob Moriarty Tom Elser
expires in 2002.

The mid-year Board meeting will be aboard the Lexington by the
Bay Museum at Corpus Christi, Texas on January 20, and as
always, members are welcome to attend.

At the annual membership meeting and luncheon T. R. Swarlz
gave a talk relating his recent visit to "Top Gun" at Fallon, Nevada,
and the Skyhawks honored Harry Gann for his life-long work in
aviation. Unfortunately, Harry was unable to attend due to his
illness. A scrapbook filled with letters and photos from his friends
was assembled to be presented to Harry on behalf of the
Association by Tom Elser. A iarge Taiihook 2000 print, signed by
well-wishers attending the convention was also sent to him.

The next AOM will again be held at the Nugget Hotel in Sparks,
Nevada in conjunction with Tailhook, August16-19,2000.

Left: Whizzer congratulates Jim-Bob Moriarty upon his appointment as
president. Right: T.B.Swartztalksabouthisvisitto"TopGun"atNASFallon,and
narrates atape of the MiG shoot downs 21 July 19 67 byVF-24.

Lett: Whizzer reads some of the lefters in the scrapbook honoring Hany Gann to
the members. Right: Jim Holloway signstheTailhook2000 printfor Harry Gann.

Photos by J. C. Ritchie

MCAA
continuedfrom page 7
military products. Needless to say, his repeftoire continually expanded to
include experimental and military aircraft of other U. S. and foreign origins as
well.

When Douglas folded into MacAir, Harry didn't skip a beat. He was already
the unofficial Blue Angel photographer and was named an Honorary Blue
Angel in 1979, but the Marine Corps had already beaten that by making him an
Honorary Marine Aviator in 1975. He was designated Honorary Naval Aviator
Number 24 by Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Admiral Jay Johnson, at the
annual ANA convention in May 1997, thereby joining two other illustrious
Douglas alumni who had also been accorded that rare honor - Ed Heinemann
andR. G. Smith.

Harry's research products and photo archives, which he readily shares with
any legitimate inquiry, have been featured in virtually every aviation
publication worth its salt and in many other media throughout the world.
Moreover, he has been personally acclaimed by many ofthose professional
organizations. Our favorite is Roy Stafford's great piece on Harry, which was

published in the November 1997 issue ofllr Classics magazine. Roy's write-
up notes how Harry was always eager to suit-up and do air-to-air shots of
Marine formations - just as he did for the Blue Angeis for seventeen years.

So, does Harry need more recognition? -F1e sure doesn't think so, but there
are many Marines who disagree, and here's just one reason why. Back in
1989, when Brigadier General Dave Shuter, CG MCAS El Toro, committed
the station to development of a proper museum, Harry was one of the very
first to join the volunteer support group which promptly incorporated as the
MCAS El Toro Historical Foundation. As the fully occupied Douglas
Historian, he still made time to donate his unique expertise to the project,
bringing along other skilled volunteers from Douglas such as Tom Dozier,
who refers to Harry as "walking history."

The immediate objective of the Station and the Foundation was to graduate
from "Historical Holding" status to become cerrified by the Commandant of
the Marine Corps as a "Command Museum" - the only such purely aviation-
theme facility in the Marine Corps. When Harry retired from Douglas in
1992, Major General Drax Williams lured him to the Curator post at El Toro -
which promptly led to that prized certification. The sheer power of Hany
Gann's professional credentials tumedthetrick andwe owe him - BIG TIME!
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Harryt Gunn left an indelible mark in aviation
history und in the many lives he touched.
Excerpted here are letters honoring Hany in the
scrapbook presented to him in August by the
Skyhawk Association, along with other
r emembr an c e s fr o m m emb ers.,,

In a lifetime of aerospace, I have never known anyone
committed to aviation more intensely than you. As an
engineer, as a spectacular air-to-air photographer, as an
archivist, historian and author, you have always sct tbr
yourself, and the rest of us, the highest standards for care and
quality in everythingyou did.

Through the years you were at Douglas Aircraft, one phrase
came to tell it all about you: If it s done by Harry Gann, .,-ott
know it'.s right. There's no doubt those words describe
everything you did as you continued giving of yourself in so
many ways since retiring from Douglas. I'm proud to join this
worldwide congress offriends saluting you'

Doncld W. Douglas, Jr.

Since my Dad's most recent hospitalization in February he
has only spoken in broken sentences or given monosyllabic
unr*.ri in response to questions. Howeveg his mind is still
alerl and he understands everything he sees and heers. I told
him that you were being honored, (and) his response-{was)
"'bout time. " l asked him... to describe your career at Douglas.
He thought about that for a few seconds, then said
"ltrdispensable " Over the next ftfteen minutes, speaking in
fragmented sentences,... he said "no one knows morc about the
liislory o/'Douglas airplanes" than'you'ds' He said that
whenever he needed "re/brence material or verificalion of
details " onhispaintings he would always " check the accuracv
v'ith Harryt. "

I know he would like to have said much more. but ... it was
crystal clear to me that he felt you are an integral part of the
history ofthe Douglas Company and ofNaval ar''iation.

You've been a good friend ofDad's for many years and Steve
and I both want to join in thanking you for your past deeds and
congratulating you for the honors you are receiving forthwith.

SharlYn Marsh
R. G. Smith
Steve Tack

This detait lron B. G. Snith's drawing "Blue Angel N0.7"
pays tribute to his good lriend Hany Gann, depicting hin'inihe rear seat wiih canera in hand, and his name on the
canopy frume. (See Spring-Summer 2A00 Skyhawk News.)

Skyhawks remen

The Blue Diamonds of VFA-|46lly three FIA-18 Hornets in the missin

Jim-Bob Moriarty turned a miracle by getting the Navy to
fly a rnissing man fotmation at Harry's intcrment sen'ice at
the Riverside National Cemetery. It was spectacular. Therc
wasn't a dry eye in the crowd - including yours truly.

The funeral selice was in Huntington Beach - about 40
miles from Riverside -and preceded the interment by four
hours. Thc intcrment scn'ice r.vas well attendcd. Father.
Lorenzo, gave a wonderful homily and Tim Gann, Harry's
son and Air Forcc pilot dclivered a touching eulogy. They
described the special love and rclationship men have with
flying machincs - a great sctup for the flyby. All very true, and very touching.

Riverside had a weak hazc layer overhead but horizontal visibility was good. A
solemn procession of about 50 cars formed at the staging area, then snaked through
the cemctery slightly ahead ofschedule to Shelter E. They unloaded from the vehicles
and the pallbearcrs placed the casket in the shelter for the ser-vice by Father Deluney
and the veteran's military honorguard.

Getting the timing right was a challenge because the F-l8s had to hold on the south
east of March's final approach path and the sewices were on the West side of the
runway. That meant that they had to get clearancc to cross and still be on time on the
wcst side. I had a hand radio and planned to give the flight a "Charlie" time to be
overhead at an appropriate moment but the radio didn't havc enough power to
broadcast to the flight -- "Blue Diamond 1." I could hear them but couldn't
communicate with them.

Forlunately the CO and I had synchronized our watches the night before and agreed
to a NORDO procedure of "Charlie" at 14:05. Being unable to bring the aircraft in
"on cue," I decided to run the ground operation "on cuc" so wc would be rcady for the
fl yby at I 4:05.It couldn't have come off better.

;IA-T 

-
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tber Harry Gann

g-man formation to honor Harry Gann at Riverside NationalCenetery.

The honor guard fired their gun salute, played taps, and
folded and presented the colors to Harry's wife. No sooner
had he done that than someone (me) pointed to the south east
and said there they are. All eyes were on the "three plane" as
they came over a grassy approach - looking much like
Gettysburg - in tight formation. The instant they were
overhead (and I mean overhead), one of the aircraft pitched
up smoothly and tumed to the west while the rest of the flight
continued forward in a slight climb. The throaty roar of the
engines shook the earth (and hearls). Thanks to the haze

layer, the missing man slowly disappeared into the heavens as the rest of the flight
proceeded on their mission and no one missed the message. We were all consumed by
the imagery of losing a fallen comrade. It touched many noticeably, including me.

Father. Deluney concludedthe ceremony with a touching message.
There were numerous thanks and expressions of gratifude for those who made the

flyby possible and they passed their gratitude to the Skyhawk Association for pulling
it off. There were also comments to the effect that many aviation organizations had
been notified of Harry's passing but the only one that went out of their way to honor
him appropriatelywas the Skyhawk Association.

Not related to the service but I just had to add my own two cents: I've leamed that
you feel great pride in being a member of the armed forces and doing your job
honorably. As a Marine, I think I feel it about a 10 on the Richter Scale but I have no
doubts it's a cross-seryice emotional experience. The greatest pride I have felt in the
Marines in particular, and military service in general, is that associated with the
formal honoring of one of US who has passed on. Semper Fi is an understatement!

It was a great honor to represent the Skyhawks at the Service. Bravo Zulu to all.
Tom Elser

Thank God Harry Gann was there to document the history of
the A-4 within Douglas and McDonnell Douglas, but more
importantly, out in the fleet and Marine squadrons, where the
airplanes showed their stripes - big time. What a marvelous
airplane ! Harry has been very instrumentaltnA-4s Forever !

Knick Knickerbocker
(Slq'hawk Test Pilot)

Your contribution and dedication to the Skyhawk is
legendary. Your contribution to Aviation History is
immeasurable. If it were not for you, there would not be any
history ofthe Douglas Aircraft Company.

Patricia M. McGinnis
D ougl as His tori c al Arc hiv es

The Boeing Comparry

"Your records offlight, both photographic and written, have
set the standard by which all arejudged.

"Your work over the years has provided a database of
information that will serve researchers for years to come."

GEN. J. R. Dailey, USMC (Ret)
Director, Sntithsonian National Air & Space Musewn

"At Douglas, it became a game with me to try to stump Harry
on some obscure aircrafl I had read about or seen in pictures.
Those several years I was there, I never stumped him and
became amazed at his knowledge of aviation, (and) aircraft.

"It has been one ofmy life's great pleasures to be associated
with such a knowledgeable and dedicatedperson."

Tom Dozier

I was assigned to the Santa Monica plant, but I was well
acquainted with my counterparts at El Segundo. With guys like
Kermit Van Every, R. G. Smith, R. B. Smith, Erv Heald, and
Bob Bratt working on the... XA4D- 1 under Ed Heinemann, we
knew that it was bound to be a success. During our careers at
Douglas, our paths crossed many times, especially in later
years when you were the "memory bank" of Douglas history. It
was also you who got me interested in becoming a lifetime
member of AAHS, for which I am extremely grateful.

Roger Schaufele

It's been ajoy thinking back to our days together at Dougias.
My deepest thanks to you for helping make the seven shotl
years I spent at the plant the greatest experience ofmy life.

Working with you on all those great Navy projects was a
highlight, and for a young aviation artist who dreamed of
someday flying in a jet fighter, the ride in blue Angel #7 atEl
Centro was as good as it got. (F)or forty-five minutes, it was
the best pain I'd ever experienced. Those photo passes with
you on the jeep were the best, and I wouldn't have traded that
45 minutes for anything in the wor1d.

Mike Machat

A charter member of the Skyhawk Association, Harry was a
veritable fountain of A-4 knowiedge and information. His two
part coverage of "Our Lady" in Vol. 4 & 5 of Wngs of Fame, is
a classic a priceless, accurate, and comprehensive source of
data and insight to every Skyhawk that rolled offthe Douglas
production line. No serious A-4 Skyhawk research is cver
done without touching the Gann legacy. Harry was a dear
friend and will be sorely missed.

Wynn Foster

E 5Fall, 2000



SKYHAWK ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP
Alyson W. Warren

Alyson Warren is a graduate of Clay
High School in Green Cove Springs, Fla.,
where she achieved a4.39 GPA andranked
seventh in a class of 302. She took
numerous honors and AP courses, and was
selected to the National Honor Society for
three years. As an athlete, Alyson was a
member of the varsity swimming team for
four years. She volunteers her time to the
local historical society, an animal shelter,
local political campaigns and at her
church.

A teacher says ofher, "She is the model
ofhonesty and integrity both in and out of
the classroom." Alyson will enter the Honors program at Ohio State
University in Columbus with the goal ofbecoming aNaval officer. She
is the daughter of LCDR Mary K. Jacobson, NC, USNR, a nurse
practitioner who served on board USS Forrestal (AVT-59) until its
decommissioning. Alyson's stepfather, CAPT L. Scott "Shakey"
Jacobsen, USN(Ret), was a Naval Aviator with 1,170 A-7 Corsair
arrested landings.

This is the first of two Tailhook Educational Foundation scholar-
ships to be awarded in the name of the Slq,hawk Associatiott. By
direction of then comnanding fficer of VT-7, CDR W. J. "Jelft'o"
Richardson, these scholarships are funded by the proceed front the
Sl<yhawk retirement ceremony held at the National Museum oJ-Naval
Aviation atNASPensacolainJune of 1999.- Ed.

Skvhawk Association. lnc.
Minutes of Board of Directors

Meeting

1 8 August 2000
Directors Present: M.D. White

(President),) John Caldas (Vice
President), E.E. Laib (freasuref, TE
Langworthy, J.R. Moriarty, J.C.
Ritchie, and A.D. Southworth.
Directors Absent: B. R. Powell and
Tom Wond erg em.. Al so prese nt: W F.
Foster (Secretary) andTom Elser.

The meeting was called to order by
President White at 0803 at the John
Ascuaga Nugget Hotel, Sparks,
Nevada.

The minutes of the 0B January
2000 Board meeting were approved
as distributed.

COMMUNICATIONS AND
REP0RTS. Secretary Flster reported
on current nembership status.
Treasurer Laib reported on the current
As s o ci ati o n f i n an c i al statu s.

OtD BUS/ /ESS. Motion (07 April
2000 email action) adopted
approving issuance of two $1,500
scholarships by the Tailhook
Educati1nal F1undati1n, in the name
of the Slryhawk Asslciation, one each
in the calendar years 2000 and 2001.
After discussion, it was agreed that

patch sales information advertised in the
newslefter and in the web site should be
consistent and coordinated by Patchmaster
Auggie Wondergem. Motion (01 June 2000
email action) adopted approving a $300.00
contribution to the EI T0ro Memorial A-4
"Ring of Bemembrance" project f0r
com m emorative brick engrav ing.

/VEt4/ BUS//VfSS. Motion adopted
appointing Jim Moriarty as President, to take
oftice immediately alter the noon annual
membership meeting, with all other officer
appointments (John Caldas, Vice President;
Wynn Foster, Secretary; and Ernie Laib,
Treasurer) remaining the same. Whizzer
White announced his retirement as a
Director, necessary for personal reasons.
Motion adopted appointing Tzm Elser to
serve as a Director for the unexpired portion
of White's term (through 2002). Motion
adopted designating Beno-Sparks, NV as the
site of the 2001 nembership meeting, in
conjunction with Tailhook 2001. Several
other matlers were discussed without action.

By consensus, it was agreed that the next
Board meeting will be held in Corpus Christi,
A, on board the Lexington by the Bay
Museum, on a January 2001 date to be
specilied and announced bythe President.

There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned at0951 .

Wvnn Foster
SEcretary

Congress approves transfer of
Skyhawk to Collings Foundation
By Jim-Bob Moriarty

I've just learned from Rick Harris that the appropriations bill with
the language assigning one TA-4 to the Collings Foundation has been
approvedby Congress.

Rick is now discussing with James Marshall, a former VT-7
instructor which of the recently retired aircraft may be the most
suitable for returning to flight status. I'm not sure who of you has
what connections but if you have good or better relationships in
Meridian or at Davis-Monthan, let me know as I'm sure Rick can use
all the help we will can. I know Herb Swetman recently retired and I
think most ofRick's communications will be with Anthony Mazzone.

There are some number of former VT-7 A-4 qualified pilots
available to fly the aircraft but lots of work will need to be done on
maintenance issues, administrative work and scheduling. I think each
of you ought to give Rick a big round of applause because he has
successfully accomplished what many said could not be done.
Additionally, given his years of dealing with the Air farce, I'm hoping
that his work with the Navy/Marine Corps team will prove to be a
delight. Since the aircraft is intended to be shown as a representation
of actual combat aircraft and the courageous men who flew them, it
will be painted in USMC colors. I pleaded, no, begged Rick to
consider Navy colors but he was adamant. What more could I do???

You can adverlise in Skyhawk News.
E-mail A4News@aol.com lor delails.

Miss Warren

There is oNE moment in our lives as Naval Avialors lhal we all remember.
A day lhat we will NEVER forget.

Now you can c0mmemorate that milestone wilh a hand-cratledFirst Trap
Plaque
Skyhawk nSilroouctions

Pilot Rl0 Flight Surgeon
USN USMC Givilian

0nlY $85.00
(shipping & sales tax included)

Calltoll-lree
800-300-2487

ordet on line at:
www.lirsttrap.com
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This fine art lithograph, which
measures 25 x 32" overall, is
reproduced lrom an original oil
painting by Roy Grinnell. Each print
is signed and numbered by the
artist, and autographed by 23 USN
and USMC aviators who flew the
legendary Skyhawk. All means of
reproducti0n, including the printing
plates have been destroyed. This is
a single, limited-edition of 850
prints.

Proceeds will be divided between
the National Museum of Naval
Aviation Foundation, the Naval
Historical Society Foundation and
the Tailhook Educational
Foundation,

Prints are $250.00 each, including
packaging and shipping via insured FedEx

3rd day. lnquire for shipping and insurance
rates for m0re than one print, or for next day
air. Please also include y0ur teleph0ne
number and e-mail address in your order.

Send check or money order to;

Skyhawk Tribule Ptints
1220 Windham

Westland, Ml 48186-5351

E-mail inquiries to:
J ayCeeR@aol. com

R. J. Alix, Windsor, CA
Charles G. Bergren, St. Louis Pk, |\llN

Tad H. Bingham, Amalga, UT
William H. Blackburn, Fallbrook, CA
John L. Bloore, Sterling, VA
Allen J. Braden, Houston, TX
Bobt, B, Bristol, Norfolk, VA
Lyle L, Brovan, Centre, AL
E. (Ned) Carroll, lvlontclair, VA
Richard W Cartet Suisun, CA
Dan M. Chilcutt, San Antonio, TX
Terence J. Cooney, Beavercreek, 0H
Paul K. Danner, Ponte Vedra Bch, FL
[/]itchell W. Davis, Charlotte, NC
Robt. T. Davis, Gibsonton, FL
lvlichael G, Duhon, Westlake, LA
Johnnie C. Eubanks, Virginia Bch, VA
Travis Gary Fitts, Tuscaloosa, AL
Robt. J.Foxx, Oueen Creek, AZ
Gary H, Freer, Mabank, TX
Ray Winn, Frenchtown, l\47

WETCOME
Don A. Genish, Jr., 0range Park, FL
Richard C. Gibson, New Hartford, NY
David W. Gould, Sr., Arnold, MD
lVichael A. Gump, Arlington, VA
Chuck Wright, Hanford, CA
Riley L. Hanell, Woodbine, GA
Walter L. Hill, Reston, VA
Thomas G. Himstreet, Chula Vista, CA
Richm0nd G. Howell-Price, Penang, l\4alaysia
Hong B. lm, Auburn WA
Danyl W. Ingram, Olkahoma City, 0K
Santo A. lrlandi, Vero Beach, FL
Neil P Jennings, Hanlord, CA
James A. Johnson, Blue Ridge, VA
John P Lamers, Ft. Worth, TX
Richarri A. Lavanture, Elkhari, lA
Edmund J. Lawlor, Seattle, WA
Gary L. Lawrence, Louisville, KY
Slan Lawrence, Santa Maria, CA
G. lvl. Lawrence, Milton, FL
Thomas E. Lewis, Arlinglon, TN

ABOARD
John K. Linville, Cour d Alene, lD
Peler A. Love, San Diego, CA
William P lvlacNaughton, Havelock, NC

James Lawrence, lvlarietta, GA
William L. Maris, Anacortes, WA
David L. Mccuire, Kemah, TX
Robt. H. l\4cNamara, Fairfax, VA
Craig Ziemba, Meridian, MS
Rau Becerra, Meridian, IVIS

Al Simonsen, Moraga, CA
William B. Oates, Jamul, CA
Stanley R. O'Connor, Jr., Marietta, GA
Samuel J. Paparo, Virginia Bch, VA
Jenniler L. Peacocke, Magnolia, TX
Redlord A. Perrine, Jr., St. Charles, M0
David L. Philman, Stafford, VA
Christopher S. Powell, Chessapeake, VA
James lV. Preston, Lemoore, CA
Robt. J. Puszcz, Great Valley, NY
William H. Rogers, Coronado, CA
Clifi B. Ruthraufi, Edmonds, WA

Edward E. Rydzinski, San Marcos, CA
Dave Mackie, Salinas,CA
Ronald E, Schlitt, St. George ls, FL
Steven J. Schmid, Upland, CA
David W. Schult, Aurora, C0
Richard F, Scott, Holualoa, Hl
Mark E. Sehar, Memphis, TN
J lVlonroe Smith, Virignia Bch, VA
Jeremy D. Taylor, Ogden, uT
R. W. Twilde, St. Ann, M0
W. F. Van Den Houlen, Staten ls. NY
William B, Walker, 51. Augustine, FL
Jeff Mikaelian, Walnut, CA
Curtis L. Watson, Collierville, TN
William Wiley, Baldwin, MD
John W, Wilson lll, Alexandria, VA
Richard M. Wilson, Atlanta, GA
David W. Wilson, Bloomington, lL
l\/lichael P Wilson, La Jolla, CA
Laurence 0. Woodbury, Palmdale, CAr

Join the Skyhawk Association and get a free patch
One of these outstanding patches will be included with each new membership. Want more than one patch?

(Who doesn't?) See ordering info at left. Memberships are $20 US & FP0, and $25 Foreign per year, and
may be paid for up t0 f ive years in advance in US f unds.

YES, Sign me up!
Send my patch and membership materials to: ! titew Years

I Renewar tit',JJh

Name

Address

0rdet additional patches
No llight suiVjacket should be without one oi these

outstanding patches. Additional quantities may be
purchased for $5.00 each ($6 for non-members)
plus $1 postage, by sending your check 0r money
order (no credit cards yet, sorry) payable to
Skyhawk Association along with your name,
address and membership number (found on your
card) to:

Skyhawk Patch

1008 Porlolino DL
Arlinglon, IX 7 6012-27 48

Fall, 2000

Phone

Callsign/nickname

Credil Card Payments may be made by calling toll{ree
877-944-4295 from Bam - 4 pm Pacific time. (This
number is for dues payments 0nly and cannot accept
patch orders or otherAssociation messages.)

State 

- 

Zip

A'4 hours: 

- 
A-4lraps 

-
Join by mail: Send payment in US funds to:

Skyhawk Association
P 0. Box 1 821 66
Coronado, CA 921 78-21 66

City

E-mail

ffi7



1220Windham
Westland, M148186
A4 News@aol.com

Check your membership expiration
date directly above your name at right.
Ensure timely, continuous delivery of
Skyhawk News and other member
notices and benefits by renewing now.

See info on page 7.

Don'l go to your mailbox

Address Service Requested

l',1'll',1,,1,1,,,11,,,1,11,1,,1,,,11,,1,,1,1,11,,,11,,,,,,111

and lind that your...

'$$I
The World

0f
Harry Gann


